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organizational set-up
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Executive Board

Gordana Duvnjak, Chairperson
Goce Todorovski
Mersel Biljali
Nikola Tupancevski
Mirushe Hodza
Zarko Trajanovski
Mabera Kamberi

Management 

Vladimir Milcin, Executive Director
Zoran Cali, Administrative Director, Economic Reform Program                         
Slavica Indzevska, Deputy Executive Director for Joint Programs; East-East 
Program  

Programs and projects
Education

Spomenka Lazarevska, Program Director, Education                                                     
Suzana Pecakovska, Program Coordinator 
Teodora Ajanovska-Gligorova, Project Coordinator, Roma Education 
Eliza Abazovska, Assistant, Roma Education 
Darko Bozinovski, Assistant, Roma Education 
Denis Durmis, Assistant, Roma Education (until September 2008)
Natasa Angeleska, Program Coordinator, Creative Teaching and Learning 
Ana Marija Brangjolica, Project Coordinator, Creative Teaching and Learning
Vlatko Petrusevski, Assistant, Creative Teaching and Learning 
Kristina Tasevska, Assistant, Creative Teaching and Learning 
Ajnur Sulejman, Project Coordinator, Alliance for Inclusion of Roma in Education
Ljubica Tomic, Project Coordinator, Alliance for Inclusion of Roma in Education
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Nevsija Demir, Coordinator, Alliance for Inclusion of Roma in Education
Nadica Stamboldzioska, Assistant, Alliance for Inclusion of Roma in Education 
Maja Trajanovska, Project Manager, Equal Educational Opportunities for Roma 
Children  
Ajsel Memet, Assistant, Equal Educational Opportunities for Roma Children

Romaversitas

Senad Mustafov, Project Coordinator (until April 2008)
Ramco Kundevski , Project Assistant (until June 2008)  
Ajet Osmanovski, Project Coordinator (since April 2008)
Azdrijan Memedov, Project Assistant (since April 2008)
Natasa Davceva, Project Assistant (since April 2008) 

Information1

Bardhyl Jashari, Program Coordinator

Public Health

Suzana Velkovska, Program Coordinator

Economic Reform

Milica Srdanovic, Program Coordinator

Media

Violeta Gligoroska, Program Coordinator 

EU Program, Public Administration and Local Government

Fani Karanfilova-Panovska, Program Director
Kire Milovski, Program Coordinator 

Law Program

1	 The Information Program is a spin-off program coordinated by the Metamorphosis 
Foundation from Skopje.
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Neda Korunovska, Project Coordinator, Human Rights Support 
Dance Danailovska Project Coordinator,Freedom of Information 
Nada Naumovska, Project Coordinator, Approximation of the Macedonian 
Legislation 
East–East: Partnership Beyond Borders  
Aleksandar Markovski, Program Assistant

Assessment of Macedonia’s Good Governance Potential

Nevenka Rosomanova, Program Coordinator
Aleksandar Markovski, Program Assistant 

Roma Fellows 

Ramcho Kundevski (until June 2008)  
Adem Ademi (until June 2008)
Fatima Osmanovska (since August 2008)
Orhan Usein (since August 2008)
Akif Kariman (since August 2008)

Civil Society

Suncica Kostovska-Petrovska, Program Director
Adrijana Trendova, Project Coordinator
Sara Demiri, Project Coordinator
Jasmina Najdovska, Project Assistant
Ljupka Bakardzieva, Project Coordinator, Youth Program
Boris Sarkovski, Project Coordinator, Community Forums
Ljubisa Angelovski, Assistant, Logistics, Community Forums
Vesna Skortova, Moderator, Community Forums 
Igor Taseski, Moderator, Community Forums 
Tamara Kjortoseva, Project Assistant
Daniela Nastevska, Assistant, Finance 
Elizabeta Risteska, Local Coordinator 
Aleksandar Ribaroski, Local Coordinator
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Nevenka Longurova-Girova, Local Coordinator
Dimce Velev, Local Coordinator 
Shuip Marku, Local Coordinator 
Tereza Filobok, Local Coordinator, 
Katica Hadzi-Nikolova, Local Coordinator 
Borjanco Micevski, Local Coordinator
Roza Janevska, Local Coordinator 
Engin Bahtijar, Local Coordinator 
Arberesha Vlashi, Local Coordinator 
Mitko Nikolov, Local Coordinator 

Administration

Liljana Risteska, Head of Accountancy Unit
Beti Simjanovska-Trajcevska, Accountant 
Solunka Zoksimovska, Administrative Assistant 
Vanco Dzambaski, Grants and Logistics Manager
Stefan Stefanov, Accountant
Anastazija Paneva, Cashier
Igor Krstevski, IT Support
Branko Zoksimovski, Driver
Ivona Stalevska, Katerina Doneva, Reception
Stana Filipovska, Lepa Doneva, Maintanance
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partners and donors 
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National
Public institutions and organizations

Ministry of Justice
Directorate for Protection of Personal Data 
Commission for Protection of the Right to Free Access to Information of Public 
Character 
South East European University, Tetovo 
Faculty of Dramatic Arts 
Faculty of Natural Sciences and Mathematics 
Faculty of Natural Sciences and Mathematics, Tetovo 
Faculty of Philosophy 
Faculty of Philology Blaze Koneski
Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, Tetovo  
Faculty of Pedagogy, Bitola 
Faculty of Pedagogy Goce Delcev, Stip
Faculty of Pedagogy St. Kliment Ohridski
Law Faculty Iustinianius Primus
Medical Faculty  
Municipality of Debar 
Municipality of Chair, Skopje  
Municipality of Kocani  
Municipality of Novo Selo  
Municipality of Bitola  
Municipality of Bogovinje  
Municipality of Ohrid  
Municipality of Karbinci  
Municipality of Stip  
Municipality of Kumanovo  
Municipality of Tetovo  
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Municipality of Oslomej  
Municipality of Kavadarci  
Municipality of Gevgelija  
Municipality of Gjorce Petrov, Skopje 

Non-Governmental Organizations
Foundation Horizonti, Skopje 
Foundation for Rebuilding and Development of Ovce Pole, Sveti Nikole 
Aid for Handicapped and Poor, Prilep 
Vrama si, Kumanovo 
KHAM, Kumanovo
Soncogledi, Skopje
Dendo Vas, Skopje
Centre for Institutional Development – CIRа, Skopje  
Macedonian Centre for International Cooperation, Skopje 
Association for Sustainable Development and Cooperation Alka, Skopje
Association for Democratic Initiative, Gostivar 
Youth Cultural Centre, Bitola 
Coalition for Sexual and Health Rights (HOPS, EGAL, CGCP, HERA, Izbor), Skopje
Humanitarian and Voluntary Roma Association Mesecina, Gostivar
Association for Emancipation, Solidarity and Equality of Women (ESE), Skopje 
Center for Regional Policy Research and Cooperation Studiorum, Skopje
Macedonian Young Lawyers’ Association, Skopje 
Association for Criminal Law and Criminology of Macedonia, Skopje 
Association of Judges of the Republic of Macedonia
Coalition All for Fair Trials, Skopje
Forum for Roma Rights Arka, Kumanovo
Center for Democratic Development, Tetovo 
Center for Civic Initiative, Prilep 
Izbor, Strumica
Transparency Macedonia, Skopje 
FORUM – Center for Strategic Research and Development - Skopje 
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Media Development Center, Skopje 
Association of Journalists of Macedonia, Skopje 
NGO Infocenter, Skopje  
ZELS - Association of Local Self-Government Units, Skopje 
Center for Civic Communications, Skopje

Spin-off Organizations
Junior Achievement Macedonia, Skopje  
Youth Entrepreneurial Service Foundation, Skopje 
Foundation for Educational and Cultural Initiatives Step by Step, Skopje
Youth Educational Forum, Skopje 
Akcija Zdruzenska, Skopje 
Children’s Theater Centre, Skopje 
Common Values, Skopje 
Contemporary Arts Center, Skopje 
Euro Balkan, Skopje 
Regional Advocacy Centre, Delcevo,  
Regional Sustainable Development Centre, Gevgelija  
Regional Sustainable Development Centre, Kratovo  
Local Community Development Foundation, Stip 
Local Development and Democracy Foundation Focus, Veles 
Local Development Centre Antigonea, Negotino 
Community Development Centre, Kicevo  
Community Support Centre, Resen  
Support and Development Foundation, Prilep  
Sustainable Community Development Centre, Debar  
Sustainable Development Centre Porta, Strumica 
Association for Development and Activism Aqua, Struga 
Youth Educational Forum, Skopje 
Macedonian Center for European Training, Skopje



16 Foundation Open Society Institute - Macedonia annual report  2008

Business Organizations
Export and Credit Bank, Skopje  
Center for Business Cooperation, Skopje  
Consulting for Strategic Development, Skopje  
Sonet, Skopje 

International 
Embassies, Institutions and International Organizations
Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
United States Agency for International Development  
Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands  
US Embassy, Skopje  
Roma Education Fund, Budapest 
European Commission, Brussels 
Delegation of the European Commission, Skopje  
University of Freiburg, Switzerland  
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation  
Swiss Cultural Program in the Western Balkans  
OSCE Spillover Monitor Mission, Skopje 

Non-Governmental Organizations
Pestalozzi Children’s Foundation, Trogen, Switzerland 
Center for Economic Management, Cape Town
Procurement Watch Inc., Manila  
Freedom of Information Advocacy Network 
Human Rights Center, Zagreb, Croatia 
Open Society Justice Initiative, New York  
Partners Foundation for Local Development – FPDL, Bucharest 
Roma Educational Fund, Budapest 
SINTEF Technology and Society, Trondheim, Norway 
Swedish Helsinki Committee for Human Rights, Stockholm
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Public events organized 

by FOSIM in 2008
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�� January 17, Skopje, Police and Human Rights 2007, annual report promotion

�� January 21, Skopje, History Workbooks: The Ottoman Empire; Nations and 
States in Southeast Europe; The Balkan Wars and The Second World War, 
history workbooks promotion 

�� February 29, Tetovo, Living In Multiethnic Communities - Challenges of Unity 
and Cooperation, TV debate

�� March 3, Skopje, certificate-awarding ceremony for the participants in the 
computer literacy training delivered by NGO Romaversitas, national ceremony

�� March 10, Struga, Multiethnic Life: Challenges in Education, public debate

�� March 11, Veles, Competences of the Commission for Interethnic Relations in 
the Municipality of Caska and the Commission for Equal Opportunities in the 
Municipality of Veles, TV debate

�� March 14-17, Ohrid, The Impact of the EU Accession Process on Human Rights 
–  Croatian and Macedonian Experience, public workshop

�� March 21, Resen, Minority Rights Protection, public debate

�� April 23, Skopje, Macedonia - Before and After Bucharest, national conference

�� April 23, Kumanovo, Inclusion of Roma Children in Education in the Municipality 
of Kumanovo, public debate

�� May 6, Skopje, Different is the European Story of the Republic of Macedonia, 
national conference

�� May 7, Bitola, Living in Multiethnic Communities: Challenges of Unity and 
Cooperation, TV debate

�� May 9, Skopje, Quality Police Service in Roma Areas, diploma-awarding 
ceremony

�� May 15, Prilep, Better Opportunities for the Roma Community in the Prilep 
Region, public debate

�� May 25, Gevgelija, Equal Educational Opportunities for the Minorities, public 
debate

�� June 9, Veles, Education of Minorities - Challenges and Problems, public 
debate
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�� June 12, Kicevo, Respecting Minority Rights in Kicevo, TV debate

�� June 18, Delcevo, Consequences of Underage Marriages among Roma 
Population, public debate

�� June 19, Debar, Consequences of Underage Marriages among Roma Population, 
public debate

�� July 3, Skopje, Good Governance Awards, Good Governance Awards Ceremony

�� July 25. Skopje, Civil Society Reaction to the Law on Lobbying, press conference

�� August 12, Centar Zupa, Needs for Opening a High School in Centar Zupa, TV 
debate  

�� August 26, Negotino, Formal Education of the Roma Population in the Tikves 
Region as Necessity and Challenge, public debate 

�� August 26, Skopje, Debate on Privacy in Macedonia for the period June 2007- 
June 2008 as part of the preparation of the Macedonian Report for the global 
Privacy and Human Rights Report, national public debate 

�� September 19, Skopje, The Declarative and the Real through Numbers – 
Analyses of the 2008 Budget Rebalances , public debate

�� September 25, Debar, Religious Holidays - Bridges for Connecting Ethnic 
Communities, public debate

�� September 28, Skopje, Right to Know Day, press conference and round table

�� October 8, Skopje, How to Achieve Good Governance in the Courts? public 
debate

�� October 10, Skopje, Is it Really Safer with Cameras?  Promotion of Human 
Rights and Awareness Raising on the Risks for Privacy Brought with the 
Information Technology Development, national public debate

�� October 10, Skopje, Freedom, not Fear!, public debate on privacy protection  

�� October 11, Skopje, Freedom, not Fear!, awareness raising action on privacy 
protection

�� October 11, Skopje, Direct Public Awareness Raising Action on the Issues 
of Surveillance, Privacy and Government Accountability as part of the 
International Action Day “Freedom, not Fear!”, national public event 
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�� October 15, Skopje, Analysis of the Good Governance Capacity in Education, 
public debate

�� October 17, Skopje, Ceremony and Reception to celebrate the graduation of 
198 Roma high school students, scholarship and mentoring beneficiaries of 
the Roma Education Program, national public event

�� October 28, Skopje, Good Governance in Social Financial Assistance, public 
debate

�� October 30, Skopje, Grey Zones in Public Funds Managements, public debate

�� October 30, Skopje, Presentation to introduce parents, teachers , school 
principals, employees of the municipal administration in Kisela Voda and 
representatives of the media with issues related to children’s online safety, 
national public event 

�� October 31, Skopje, Policies, Programs and Prerequisites for Good Governance 
in Health System, public debate

�� November 1, Skopje, Under the Same Sun, multiethnic happening 

�� November 3, Stip, Access to Court Decisions, public debate

�� November 4, Skopje, Access to Court Decisions, public debate

�� November 7, Skopje, What are the Good Governance Potentials in the Economic 
Sphere? public debate

�� November 17, Skopje, Quo Vadis, Macedonia, national conference

�� November 18, Tetovo, Social Position of Non-Majority Ethnic Communities in 
Tetovo, public debate

�� November 18, Skopje, Legal Framework for Antidiscrimination, public debate

�� November 21, Strumica, Integration of Minority Groups in Public Life, public 
debate

�� November 27, Skopje, Draft Amendments to the Law on Free Access to Public 
Information, public debate

�� November 27, Kratovo, Revealed Testimonies, public promotion of the inventory 
and exhibitions of documents and interviews
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�� November 28, Skopje, Potentials for Good Governance in Local Government, 
public debate

�� December, Skopje, Draft Law on Citizens’ Associations and Foundations, public 
debate 

�� December 9, Strumica, Integration of Minority Groups in Public Life, TV debate

�� December 10, Skopje, Fourth International Conference E-Society.Mk 2008 on 
the topic: ICT in Education, international conference

�� December 26, Skopje, Criminal Law Reform and Respect for Human Rights in 
Macedonia, final conference
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Education program 
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Creative Teaching  
and Learning Project
Implementing organization: FOSIM
Donor/s: USAID
Partner/s: Faculty of Pedagogy St. Kliment Ohridski, Skopje; Faculty of Pedagogy 
Goce Delcev, Stip; Faculty of Pedagogy, Bitola; Faculty of Philosophy, Skopje; Faculty 
of Philology Blaze Koneski, Skopje; Faculty of Natural Sciences and Mathematics, 
Skopje; Faculty of Philosophy, Tetovo and Faculty of Natural Sciences and 
Mathematics, Tetovo
Aim: to improve the quality of instruction at the initial teacher-training institutions 
(TTIs) and better prepare future teachers for classroom work. 

2008 was the final implementation year of the Creative Teaching and Learning Project 
(CTL) at initial teacher-training institutions. Faculty staff from the eight TTIs was 
trained in interactive teaching methodologies, principles of the European Credit 
Transfer System (ECTS), including definition of ECTS-based student competencies 
and learning outcomes, curriculum revision, Education for Social Justice, as well as 
integration of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) in the curriculum. 
Technical support was provided for the faculty staff to revise/modify their study 
programs. Modest renovations of facilities at five TTIs were undertaken and 
additional IT and presentation equipment was supplied in order to help them become 
more learning-conductive environments. Model classrooms and media labs were 
established as additional resources both for students and teachers. Access to on-line 
peer reviewed academic content was made available to teachers and students. Major 
project results include:

�� 2 TTIs developed new study programs for the initial preparation of primary school 
teachers;
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�� 6 TTIs revised their study programs (incorporated ECTS competence-based and 
outcome-oriented principles);

�� Student Assessment Module was introduced as a course at 5 TTIs;
�� active teaching methodology was introduced in day-to-day instruction at TTIs;
�� ICT utilization in day-to-day instruction at TTIs shows an increasing trend;

A fifteen-months cost extension ($ 305,000) was approved for the period September 
2008 - December 2009 to implement training on Intercultural Education for secondary 
school students and Education for Social Justice for teachers. The program extension 
aims to decrease ethnic divisions and tensions at selected ethnically-mixed primary and 
secondary schools. In 2009, the selection of 11 ethnically-mixed schools was made with 
the approval from the Ministry of Education and Science and training implementation 
plans were developed in cooperation with teachers and students.

Budget: MKD 16.229.539 

EMP Teacher Training
Implementing organization: FOSIM
Donor/s: Ministry of Education and Science and the Education Modernization Project
Partners: Education Modernization Project Unit
Aim: to provide in-service teacher training based on the individual teacher selection 
from the FOSIM’s accredited TT programs: Reading and Writing to Critical Thinking; 
Integrative School Planning Methods; and School Assessment and Evaluation Methods.

As part of its School Improvement Grants Scheme and in compliance with the 4 
agreements signed with the Ministry of Education and Science, in 2008 FOSIM provided 
relevant training. A total of 117 teachers from seven primary schools (primary school 
Orce Nikolov, village Injevo, Radovis; primary school Blaze Koneski, Skopje; primary 
school Goce Delcev, Skopje; primary school 11 Oktomvri, Skopje; primary school 
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Sv. Kiril i Metodij, village Kuceviste, Skopje; primary school Kosta Racin, village 
Podares, Radovis; primary school Petar Pop Arsov, Skopje) and two secondary schools 
(secondary school Gostivar, Gostivar and secondary school Cvetan Dimov, Skopje) 
benefited from the training workshops. 

Budget: MKD 678.314

Roma Education Program (REP)
Implementing organization: FOSIM
Donor/s: United States Agency for International Development (USAID), FOSIM and 
Roma Education Fund
Partner/s: 5 primary schools: Braka Miladinovci and Straso Pindzur, Skopje; Hristijan 
Karpos and 11 Oktomvri, Kumanovo; Dobre Jovanovski, Prilep; 5 local Roma NGOs: 
Vrama si and Kham, Kumanovo, Aid for the Handicapped and the Poor, Prilep; 
Soncogledi and Dendo Vas, Skopje
Aim: REP aims to provide comprehensive education support for increased school 
retention and academic achievement of Roma children and youth.

The project completed the fourth and initiated its fifth implementation year. REP pre-
school component prepared 212 children at pre-school age for regular school. 98.06% 
of children who benefited from such preparation enrolled in first grade of primary 
education. 
A total of 652 1st to 8th grade primary school pupils continued to receive additional 
out-of-school support in homework writing and subject-based tutoring provided by 
Roma Education Centers (REC). The retention rate, currently at 257 students (5th to 
8th grade primary school pupils and regular REC attendees) has increased to 97.67%, 
consequently resulting in increased retention rate of all Roma pupils at project-
targeted schools. As regards the school support, 50 primary school teachers from 5 
project-targeted primary schools were trained in Education for Social Justice.
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REP provided scholarships, school-based mentoring support and preparatory 
training on Matura external exams for 165 Roma 4th year secondary school students 
(155 regular and 10 part-time students) from 54 schools nationwide. 151 of them 
successfully completed their four-year secondary education in 2007/08, which 
together with the 47 scholarship students with completed three-year vocational 
school in the school 2006/07 year account for a total of 198 Roma secondary school 
graduates. These graduates represent 75.60% of the initial intervention cohort (262 
students) who started their secondary education and REP participation four years 
ago. On that occasion, FOSIM organized a public event attended by scholarship 
beneficiaries, their parents and mentors. The secondary school graduation of such an 
impressive number of young Roma students was acknowledged at the event by the 
US Ambassador, Philip Reeker, the President of the Republic of Macedonia, Branko 
Crvenkovski, and the Minister Competent for the Decade of Roma Inclusion, Nezdet 
Mustafa. In September 2008, FOSIM announced its new scholarship scheme. A total 
of 102 Roma 3rd year secondary school students with at least 3.0 GPA were selected 
to benefit from scholarships and mentoring support until the completion of their 
secondary education. 
REP higher education component provided scholarships for 35 university students 
in different academic years and study programs, as well as tutoring assistance in 
48 subjects for 31 students in total, delivered by 35 tutors (junior faculty staff). 
Students also received additional academic support comprised of English Language 
Courses (48 students), Computer Courses (54 students), summer school and other 
training modules. 30 from the 35 Roma students benefiting from higher education 
scholarships/tutoring assistance in the academic 2007/08 year, enrolled in their next 
semesters of university education.

Budget: MKD 19.690.857
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Roma Education Project - PCF
Implementing organization: FOSIM
Donor/s: Pestalozzi Children’s Foundation, Switzerland and FOSIM 
Partner/s: 3 primary schools: Straso Pindzur, Skopje; Hristijan Karpos, Kumanovo; 
Dobre Jovanovski, Prilep; 3 local Roma NGOs: Vrama si, Kumanovo, Aid for the 
Handicapped and the Poor, Prilep and Dendo Vas, Skopje.
Aim: to improve school performance of Roma children in 3 municipalities, to 
mainstream Intercultural Education in partner schools and to provide organizational 
capacity building for partner organizations.
This project is an extension of certain activities implemented in the previous three 
years as part of the Roma Education Program and realized by Roma Education Centers 
(RECs): Dendo Vas, Skopje; Vrama Si, Kumanovo; and Romano Pro Angle, Prilep. 
In 2008, the project continued the direct support to senior primary school students 
from three Roma communities, including tutoring, assistance in homework writing, 
educative workshops and intercultural activities. 410 Roma and 123 non-Roma senior 
primary school students benefited from these activities organized at Roma Education 
Centers. 
In addition to children work, the project focused on strengthening the capacity of local 
partner organizations. The organizations underwent an extensive strategic planning 
process, which resulted in developed strategic plans with specific vision, mission 
statements and defined program areas, as well as developed concepts on future 
institutional development. The organizations were also supported in developing their 
annual programs, project writing and organization and project budgeting.
The project partners strengthened organization knowledge and skills on incorporating 
rights-based approach in projects by means of organizing training on child rights, 
distance learning course and workshop on child rights-based approach.
The concept of Intercultural Education was mainstreamed in the project by means of 
small-scale projects implemented by Roma Education Centers, Intercultural Education 
training for REC educators, primary school teaching staff, as well as students and 
teaching assistants at teacher-training institutions, development and implementation 
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of intercultural syllabus as part of History, French Language and Music Education 
curricula in three primary schools targeted by the project, and intercultural summer 
camp for children from three towns.

Budget: MKD 7.174.058

Alliance for Inclusion of Roma  
in Education 
Implementing organization: FOSIM 
Donor/s: Roma Education Fund, Budapest
Partners: Department for Promotion and Development of Education in the Languages 
of Minorities/MoES
Aim: to improve retention and achievement rates of targeted Roma students enrolled 
at secondary schools; to increase the number of Roma in the country with completed 
secondary education, as well as to improve the transition rate of Roma students from 
secondary to university education.
In the school 2007/08 year, 189 high school students received scholarships and 
mentorship support provided by 64 high school teachers. By the end of the said school 
year, 47 from the scholarship beneficiaries obtained three-year secondary school 
diplomas. 
In September 2008, the project entered its fourth and last implementation year. A 
total of 118 students attending four-year secondary school and holding GPA of 3.5 
and above are participating in the project activities. All of them continued benefiting 
from scholarships and mentorship support in the school 2008/09 year. 46 teachers 
were engaged as mentors in the same school year. Following are the findings from the 
evaluation of the third project year:
�� the 2007/08 retention rate accounted for 98%. By the end of the third project 

year, Roma students participating in the program completed their third year of 
secondary education with an average GPA of 4.04; 
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�� at the end of the school 2007/08 year, the share of graduated program participants 
at three-year vocational schools accounted for 98.7%. This share indicates an 
increase  that can be directly attributed to the program exposure and  benefits;

�� test measures indicate an increase of self-esteem, and show improvement of 
students’ self-confidence. In the course of the school 2007/08 year, only 2% of 
Roma scholarship beneficiaries dropped from regular schooling. Students and 
their parents agree that scholarships provide motivation for school retention and 
better achievement. The role of mentors should not be underestimated as well. 
Many students reported they received considerable psychological support from 
their mentors in terms of appropriate attention, guidance, and stimulus for better 
future;

�� improved possibility for transition to higher education based on students’ increased 
achievement, motivation and self-confidence. This is the third consecutive year 
when most program participants clearly expressed their willingness to continue 
their education after graduating from secondary school, even though little above 
40% of the interviewees in the field study stated that their education continuation 
would likely depend on external financial support.

Budget: MKD 5.610.838

Equal Educational Opportunities  
for Roma Children
Implementing organization: FOSIM 
Donor/s: Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands  
Partners: 10 primary schools: Blagoj Kirkov, Veles; Dimkata Angelov – Gaberot, 
village Vatasa, Kavadarci; Bratstvo Edinstvo, Debar; Sande Sterjoski, Kicevo; 
Vance Prke, Delcevo; Slavco Stojmenski, Vinica; Dedo Iljo Malesevski, Berovo; Rade 
Kratovce, Kocani; 26 Juli  and Braka Ramiz i Hamid, Skopje and 12 local NGOs: Romani 
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Bah, Veles; Association of Roma in Tikves Region, Vatasa;   Mesecina, Debar; Bela 
kula and Mesecina, Kicevo; Kham, Delcevo; Initiative of Unemployed Intellectuals and 
Association for Roma Rights, Vinica; Terno Vas, Berovo; Avena and Svetla idnina, 
Kocani; Caritas and Step by Step Foundation, Skopje.

Aim: to improve retention rate and school achievement of Roma primary school 
students in project-targeted schools. 

During the second project year (2007/08) a total of 1,657 Roma children enrolled 
for participation in project activities. From the total number of project-targeted 
children, 94% completed the current school grade and continued their education in 
the next school year. According to the project design, lower primary school students 
attending 1st to 4th grade were distributed in 65 groups, where they received day-
to-day assistance in Macedonian Language and Mathematics. Upper primary school 
students attending 5th to 8th grade received subject-based assistance. A total of 74 
upper primary groups were organized for students attending 5th to 8th grade of primary 
education. 
Free-of-charge textbooks and school materials were provided to all students enrolled 
in project activities for the school 2007/08 year. The project also invested in schools’ 
capacity building by providing training for the school staff and didactic materials 
identified as lacking.  Accordingly, each school received need-tailored didactic 
materials to improve the school learning conditions. The Step by Step Foundation 
provided teacher training on child-centered methodologies, parents’ involvement and 
Education for Social Justice. 12 Roma NGOs continued their activities as regards the 
implementation of educational and other activities for Roma parents for the purpose 
of establishing and maintaining partnerships between schools and Roma communities 
and facilitating parents’ support groups in each targeted school. Following are the 
findings suggested by the evaluation study of the second project year (school 2007/08 
year):

�� average GPA of Roma lower primary students encompassed in the second project 
year indicated a 10% increase in comparison to the previous school year results; 
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�� Roma upper primary students succeeded in obtaining GPA of 2.94, which indicates 
a slight increase as compared to previous year. However, quite interesting and 
positive is the trend perceived within this group of students: although project 
schools’ overall GPA decreased, project activities succeeded in supporting Roma 
students to maintain positive academic performance and achievement; 

�� based on their high attendance rate, project students showed great interest and 
motivation for participating in project-organized classes. The average attendance 
rate of lower primary students was 90.4%, while upper primary students’ 
attendance rate for project-organized classes accounted for 79.4%; 

�� focus groups organized with students pointed out that additional classes 
attendance resulted in increased school performance and achievement. Both, 
teachers and parents agreed that additional classes improved the communication 
between Roma students and the teachers;  

�� 70% of teachers stated that they benefited greatly from the training sessions. 
Majority of upper primary teachers (79%) stated that they apply what they have 
learned to regular and additional classes. They all agreed that what they learned 
on seminars makes their job easier and that the skills and knowledge acquired 
through training is replicated in additional and regular classes.

Budget: MKD 38.225.954

History Teacher Training  
Implementing organization: FOSIM
Donor/s: European Agency for Reconstruction and FOSIM
Partners: Center for Democracy and Reconciliation in South East Europe, Thessalonica
Aim: to enrich and modernize history teaching in secondary education with four 
Workbooks covering: The Ottoman Empire; Nations and States in South East Europe; 
The Balkan Wars and The Second World War.
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The project is part of the Joint History Project in SEE Regional Initiative which also 
includes 11 other countries in the region: Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cyprus, 
Greece, Romania, Slovenia, Turkey, Serbia (including Kosovo), Bulgaria, Croatia and 
Montenegro. The project was initiated by the Center for Democracy and Reconciliation 
in South East Europe from Thessalonica, Greece. 
Project’s first phase was completed in 2007 with the translation and publication of the 
Workbooks into Macedonian and Albanian language. Both, Macedonian and Albanian 
language editions were introduced to the public at a press conference organized in 
Skopje, on 21st  January, 2008.
Project’s second phase anticipated familiarization with the material by means of 
Training of Trainers and 4 Local Teacher Training Workshops targeting around 90 high 
school history teachers. Teacher Training activities were organized in Skopje, Struga, 
Bitola and Ohrid. Workbooks were distributed to the libraries at all high schools, 
university libraries, NGOs etc.

Budget: MKD 3.975.583

EU Policies and Macedonian Education 
Implementing organization: FOSIM
Donor/s: FOSIM 
Partner/s: Macedonian Center for European Training

In order to achieve its objective to influence national education policies in respect to 
the goals of the EU overarching education policy framework, FOSIM worked on the 
development of a policy paper on the performance of the Macedonian education and 
training system against the 5 benchmarks of the EU Education and Training 2010 
Work Program. The paper will be published in 2009 and will be widely distributed 
to gain expert and public support. It will serve as position platform for round table 
discussions and FOSIM advocacy actions in education. 
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FOSIM has also signed an agreement for cooperation with the Macedonian Center for 
European Training on the development and delivery of training plans on EU structures, 
policies and funds targeting secondary school principals. Training will be delivered in 
January 2009. 

Budget: MKD 1.216.077

Youth for an Open Society  
– Local Youth Initiative
Implementing organization: Youth Educational Forum
Donor/s: FOSIM
Aim: the main goal of the project is to offer alternative space and contents to 
Macedonian youth for their active involvement in the promotion of open society values. 

Youth for an Open Society – Local Youth Initiative is a three-year project administrated 
by the Youth Educational Forum (YEF) in partnership with fourteen centers from 
fourteen towns in Macedonia. Core teams working on the project at each center 
are comprised of a local coordinator (leading the local youth club), professor from 
a local high school (leading the debate club) and around 25 high school students as 
members, promoting the clubs and organizing local events. These core teams were 
trained in Debate and Event Organization. 
The first task for the said core teams was to organize promotional public events in 
their respective towns. Events were organized around a topic connected to the local 
problem identified by the youth themselves in order to raise public awareness on these 
issues and promote the clubs. In 2008, a total of 17 public events was organized, 14 in 
June and 3 in December. Young people from Skopje organized a street event “Respect 
the Zebra (pedestrian crossing)”, in Kratovo they wanted a movie theater “I want 
cinema. What about you?”, in Gevgelija they needed a gym “Correct the Error”, in 
Resen they were fighting against drugs “Be a Rebel With a Reason”, etc. The events 
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gained huge public and media attention. More than 4,000 people visited them. In the 
summer period, the clubs organized night events - movie discussions. Debate club 
members participated in the Regional Youth Debate Forum in Serbia.
In the course of 2008, 350 high school students in Macedonia were trained in Youth 
Activism, and 250 were trained in Debate. Lectures were held by YEF associates, with 
the help from local clubs’ coordinators. Lectures covered a range of topics: how to 
organize an event, the power of PR, youth activism, etc. Each club was presented with 
curriculum and materials conductive to lectures’ organization and developed by the 
YEF coordination team. At the same time, group of YEF members worked on developing 
a guidebook on youth activism, informal education and debate. Another group visited 
the centers and communicated with the respective members and coordinators. 

Debate clubs followed the elements of Karl Popper’s debate format. Regional debate 
tournaments were organized in November and December. The winners thereof 
participated in this year’s sixth International Macedonia Open Debate Tournament, 
held in Skopje and hosting 120 debaters from Macedonia and Europe.

Budget: MKD 4.896.128
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East-east program
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East - East: Partnership beyond Borders is a grant-giving and operational program 
of the Soros Foundations Network. The program provides support to people and 
organizations to foster cross-border partnership and collaboration in order to 
strengthen the conditions for an open society. The program seeks to promote the 
creative dialogue and the creation of neutral space for the presentation and discussion 
of diverse cross-border views and alternative opinions. The program supports 
initiatives that foster cross-border communication between individuals and groups 
working at the local level that leads to long-term positive changes in the relevant 
societies. East-East Program: Partnership Beyond Borders provides financial and 
human resources that enable civil society actors to build or/and strengthen resources 
and expertise, share best practices/lessons learned in social transformation; to 
collaborate on innovative solutions to common challenges; create and/or strengthen 
international advocacy coalitions. This network program continues to encourage 
national and local NGOs in opening new form for collaboration and empowerment of 
civil dialogue among individuals and groups.
The European Integration subprogram is active within the East-East Program. This 
subprogram focuses on transfer of practical knowledge and sharing experience from 
the EU integration process of Central European countries to future EU Member States 
and EU neighbors by using the capacity of civil society actors, groups and individuals1. 

The program continues its expansion both in hosting and by supporting participation. 
2008 saw the increase of the number of Macedonian participants in EE PBB projects. 
The program is regularly updated and information is widely distributed. The program 
supported number of new individuals and organizations, which were not included 
in the previous period of its implementation. Active individuals and NGOs with 
distinguished track records and interests in regional cooperation continue to benefit 
from the program.

1	  http://www.soros.org/initiatives/east
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East- East/Hosting
The Foundation Open Society Institute - Macedonia and the Human Rights Center from 
Zagreb implemented a bilateral initiative “The Impact of the EU Accession Process 
on Human Rights” in two phases. A bilateral workshop was held in March 2008, in 
Ohird and aimed to establish cooperation and enable experience exchanges between 
Macedonian and Croatian EU and human rights experts, civil activists for human 
rights, local NGOs profiled in ethnic minority rights protection, governmental officials, 
representatives from the Ombudsman Offices and from courts. Participants discussed 
the impact of the EU accession process on human rights in the said two EU candidate-
countries and legal and advocacy mechanisms for human rights protection and 
advancement. Participants elaborated differences and similarities as regards the civic 
engagement in the consultation process on drafting and adopting anti-discrimination 
legislation and developing advocacy actions in the two EU candidates-countries. In 
addition, activities in regard to the drafting and adoption of the Free Legal Aid Law 
were elaborated. Participants focused on the best practices for increasing the impact 
on human rights guarantee and protection as preconditions for EU integration. The gap 
between legislation and implementation practices, weak institutional mechanisms 
and lack or inadequate procedures on human rights protection and promotion, non-
transparent and closed process of legislation adoption were identified as common 
challenges faced by the two countries. Conclusions and recommendations drafted at 
the workshop were presented at a press conference held in NGO Infocenter, in Skopje.
The Human Rights Center from Zagreb organized a follow up two-days regional 
conference in Donje Stubice, near Zagreb, in November 2008. Team of experts2 on 
EU and human rights issues, individuals and governmental officials involved in the 
EU integration process, representatives from human rights watch-dog organizations 
and local NGOs took active participation on four separate thematic workshops (anti-
discrimination policy, legal aid system, environmental protection policy and asylum 
policy).  Best practices in influencing human right policies and experiences related 
to human rights promotion, guarantee and advancement towards the EU accession 

2	 Zarko Trajanovski, Simonida Kacarska, Straso Angeleski and Nevenka Krusarovska.
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process were presented at the regional conference. Common challenges in the 
processes of drafting and implementation of laws and policies were identified.

The environmental NGO Eco-Sense, Skopje as part of the trilateral project Threats 
and Benefits of Pipelines: Civic Response to Pipeline Development in Southeast Europe 
established a cross-border partnership with the Center for Environmental Information 
and Education from Bulgaria and EDEN Center from Albania. The project aimed to 
promote long-term strategic partnerships on joint environmental monitoring by 
information sharing and identifying common benefits and threats for civil monitoring 
of AMBO and Burgas-Alexandroupolis pipeline development issues. One-day media 
event held in Skopje provided an open debate with governmental officials from 
Albania, Macedonia and Bulgaria, representatives from environmental NGOs, oil and 
energy experts and geopolitical analysts, who discussed the benefits and threats of 
the two pipelines planed for construction in the region. Manana Kochladze3 presented 
the event participants the costs and environmental threats for Georgia from the 
Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline construction. Additionally, Petko Kovatcev4 analyzed 
the geo-strategic and economical background of the two regional parallel pipeline 
constructions - AMBO and Burgas-Alexandroupolis. The event was concluded with a 
press conference, on which the Macedonian Minister for Foreign Investments, Gligor 
Taskovic, presented Macedonia’s interests for and the regional benefits from the 
AMBO project.  Transfer of knowledge and technology, as well as decreasing regional 
unemployment rate were highlighted as key possible outcomes of interventions that 
can act as factors for stimulating regional development. Agreement on the strategic 
partnership for environmental monitoring of the AMBO pipeline was signed between 
three environmental NGOs from Macedonia, Albania and Bulgaria. The event brochure 
was published in Macedonian, Albanian, Bulgarian and English languages.  

The bilateral initiative Overcoming Corruption - Best Practices in Investigative 
Journalism was developed by the Center for Civic Communication (CCC), Skopje 
and the Romanian Centre for Investigative Journalism (RCIJ), Bucharest  with the 

3	 Representative of the environmental watch – dog organization Green Alternative, Georgia.
4	 Representative of the Green Policy Institute, Bulgaria.
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assistance from relevant national foundations. The project aimed to enhance 
capability of Macedonian journalists as regards their crucial role in the fight against 
corruption. The project was implemented in the period March 2008 – February 2009. 
The kick-off meeting was held in June 2008, in Bucharest, where partner organizations 
adopted a detailed plan of activities, defined the program and training methodology, 
as well participants’ selection criteria. In July 2008, an open call for applicants was 
announced in the Macedonian daily newspapers. Ten journalists5 from different media 
were selected and participated in the training held in Ohrid, in October 20086. Training 
offered investigative techniques on detecting corruption, effective skills on writing anti-
corruption stories, techniques and skills on quality anti-corruption reporting. Methods 
on awareness raising concerning the need for reducing public sector corruption cases 
were also presented. In November 2008, the ten trained journalists had a study visit to 
the RCIJ newsroom. As part of the one-week carefully designed internship program, 
Macedonian journalists monitored daily activities of their Romanian colleagues and 
were exposed to corruption detecting and reporting experiences. The establishment 
of the national anti-corruption investigation journalist network and the publication 
of mentored anti-corruption stories reported by trained journalists are expected for 
February 2009.  

The youth initiative Information Society and its Impact on Youth Media Development 
focused on promoting the use of ICTs as an instrument for fighting against the 
marginalized position of youth and students’ associations in the region. More than 
60 members of youth NGOs, students, journalists, young IT professionals, and editors 
of youth online media, web portals and online magazines from the region and Europe 
attended the conference organized in Skopje, in mid September 2008. The conference 
served as forum for exchange of experience and best practices in utilization of 

5	 Daniela Trpcevska, Utrinski vesnik, Zarko Nastovski, Alfa TV, Sinisa Jakov Marusic, Balkan 
Investigative Journal, on –line media,  Vesnia Kolovska, National Radio Network Kanal 77, 
Bogdanka Kuzevska, National TV Kanal 5, Naim Vrenezi, Alsat TV, Viktorija Nokakovic, local 
TV Orbis, Driton Dikena Fakti newspaper, Srdzan Stojancov, Radio Free Europe and political 
weekly Sega Natali Naskova Sotirovska, Dnevnik newspaper. 

6	 Number of trained journalist was extended with three members of the NGO Democracy, Anti 
Corruption and Dignity COHU from Kosovo.
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new media (blogs, forums, yahoo groups, Facebook, Myspace, hi5) and ICTs. It was 
concluded that new media enable youth/students’ increased visibility and influence 
on the democratic processes in the society. Participants underscored the role of youth 
portals and online media in formal and informal education and the importance of ICTs 
as communication tools that encourage social cohesion and networking. As part of the 
project, the first national youth web portal www.mladiinfo.com was launched as well. 
The portal offers information on studying possibilities, scholarships, conferences, 
visits, fellowships, work and travel aboard.

Balkan Bridges, Skopje hosted the regional initiative Environmental and Urban 
Sustainable Development: Regional Green Lobby, whose aim was to facilitate the 
creation of the parliamentary Regional Green Lobby Group (RGLG). At the regional 
seminar (Ohrid, December 2008) eleven7 members of the Macedonian and Albanian 
Parliament discussed the possibilities for establishing cross-border regional green 
parliamentary lobby group. Experts analyzed the weak and strong aspects of 
relevant national legal frameworks and presented the possibilities for the creation 
of green policies in regard to accelerated approximation of national legislations with 
EU standards and norms. Participants also discussed the challenges of informal 
regional networking and the need for strengthening alliances between civil society 
organizations and decision-makers. The civil society representatives signed the 
Ceremonial Statement on environmental cooperation promotion and upgrade and 
enhanced regional lobby efforts for sustainable development. 

NGOs Biosfera from Bitola, Macedonia and Borrowed Nature from Sofia, Bulgaria 
established a cross-border partnership within the project Strengthening Capacities 
and Building Networks for Common Solutions to Environmental Sustainability. This 
initiative aimed to strengthen capacities of local environmental NGOs from Macedonia 
in mobilizing funds from the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA) and other 

7	 Macedonian MPs: Katerina Dimeska, Stanka Anastasova, Liljana Popovska, Jovan Lazarev  
Hajrula Misini, Femi Jonuzi, Abedin Zumberi and Tome Cingoski; Albanian MPs: Flamur 
Hoxha  Rrapush Tola, Fatmir Xhindi.
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relevant EU funds. Members of five8 local environmental NGOs from Macedonia were 
trained in skills on effective EU project writing, strengthening institutional capacity on 
project development and initiating civil cross-border partnerships initiatives. Through 
the training process participants were introduced to modern trends in networking, 
partnership building within the EU civil society. Draft project-proposal was developed 
by this initiative’s partners. They also drafted handbooks titled Why networking of 
environmental NGOs is needed? and How to design project-proposals for EU funds?  

The Macedonian Center for International Development, Skopje participated in the 
regional initiative Does it Really Matter? Monitoring Visa Facilitation Agreements in 
the Western Balkans. This regional research aimed to improve facilitation of Schengen 
Visa procedure for citizens from the region traveling to EU and benefiting from the 
Visa Facilitation Agreement (VFA) for short trips. In the period June - September 
2008, a tool–free telephone line was established for visa applicants to share their 
visa procedure experiences. The general purpose of this line was to capture opinions 
and experiences in regard to VFA implementation. A group of volunteers interviewed a 
total of 774 visa applicants, by means of standard monitoring questionnaire. As part 
of the project, bilingual leaflets and posters (in Macedonian and Albanian language) 
were printed and a special e-mail address and web-poster for correspondents were 
opened for the purpose of creating better informed public in Macedonia as regards 
the visa liberalization process. Absence of explanation of reasons for rejecting visa 
applications, problems with gathering the necessary visa documents, requests for 
additional documents, and unreasonable bureaucratization of the visa application and 
issuance procedures were detected as the main challenges in the visa application 
procedure.  Inhuman treatment of applicants on behalf of consulate staff, no flexibility 
in visa issuing for frequent travelers were identified as key obstacles faced by 
Macedonian citizens in the visa application process.   
The local NGO Peace Action was the Macedonian partner in the regional initiative 
Active Peace Creation: Processes of Demilitarization and Reconciliation. This regional 
project addressed the problem of Western Balkan societies’ militarization and 

8	 Krokus, Strumica; Havestof Knowladge, Prilep; Parumba, Struga; Akademik, Krusevo;         
Flagelum, Skopje 
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aimed to support demilitarization and reconciliation processes to encourage public 
awareness among youth and to increase civil participation in offering alternatives 
for regional development. A total of five workshops were organized in secondary 
schools in Skopje, Bitola and Tetovo and offered students skills and knowledge on 
tolerance building in multicultural societies and improving nonviolent communication. 
Participants exercised peaceful and creative conflict transformation and resolution 
methods and how to eliminate hate speech and intolerance in communication. The 
project was concluded with the organization of one-day public event – Peace Caravan: 
Peace under Construction in Skopje. The event was accompanied with an appropriate 
public campaign.   

Strengthening Regional Cooperation and Development: Macedonia and Bosnia and 
Herzegovina is a bilateral partnership initiative of the Center for Civic Initiatives, Prilep 
and TALDi, Tuzla, BiH. The project was implemented in two phases. The seminar on 
good practices in the decentralization process related to local economic development 
(LED) gathered participants from four9 municipalities from Bosnia and Herzegovina 
and nine10 municipalities from Macedonia. Participants explored the possibilities for 
establishing cross-border municipal partnerships and developing joint projects on 
LED promotion. Training for local administration staff from selected municipalities 
from Macedonia and Bosnia and Herzegovina was held in Ohrid, in October 2008. The 
training event aimed to strengthen municipal administrative capacity for accelerating 
LED and experience exchanges for establishing trilateral cooperation between local 
governments, businesses and NGOs. The handbook on LED, prepared by GCI and 
TALDi, was used as a training tool and aimed to encourage creative LED approaches. 
Public-private partnerships, vocational training, local labor market, municipal 
strategic plans on sustainable LED and foreign investments were identified as issues 
that can accelerate the local economic development. 
The project Platform for Social and Cultural Development of Rural Regions in Western 
Balkans is a regional initiative led by the Contemporary Art Center, Skopje. Its aim 
was to establish regional informal communication network between profiled NGOs, 

9	 Gracanica, Gradacac, Tuzla and Srebrenik
10	 Prilep, Krusevo, Resen, Kumanovo, Dolneni, Kicevo, Krivogastani, Novaci and Mogila 
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professionals, artists and art teachers for the purpose of sharing experiences and 
best practices on social and cultural development of rural regions in Western 
Balkans. The project was implemented in four phases. At the kick –off meeting held 
in March 2008, in Mavrovo Macedonia, partner organizations from five11 regional 
states defined the project responsibilities, set up the timeframes of next project 
phases, analyzed membership criteria and identified potential new network members. 
In mid June 2008, the conference Platform for Cultural and Social Development of 
Rural Regions in Western Balkans was held in Mavrovo, Macedonia. Best practices 
on using culture and art as tools for rural development were presented. Participants 
reflected on their experiences in regard to creating sustainable cultural and social 
resources for productive and visible local rural development models. Possibilities on 
local partnerships building between civil society actors and local/national authorities 
were also explored. The public debate on the topic Role of Culture in Overall Rural 
Development followed the conference. One of the major conclusions reached on 
the debate was that multidisciplinary approach in developing local cultural policy 
is needed. Differences and similarities between elite/urban and rural community 
behavior were debated. Promotion of natural resources, cultural heritage and 
development of alternative tourism were identified as factors for rural development. 
The conference continued with Train the Trainers phase aimed to improve institutional 
capacity on local cultural policy development and advancing skills for field-work in 
rural regions, as well as to develop the methodology on measuring local capacities for 
sustainable development of rural areas. As part of the TT event, participants mapped 
the potentials for social and cultural development of villages in the Western Balkans 
and the possible effective strategic approaches to creating and promoting visible 
cultural policy in rural regions. The project was concluded with the organization of five 
national workshops in all regional states. At the workshops, partner organizations 
transferred project knowledge to local profiled NGOs as regards the utilization 
of social and cultural resources for rural development, elaborated best regional 
practices in creating innovative solutions for cultural development in rural areas and 

11	 Macedonia – Contemporary Art Center, Bosnia and Herzegovina Foundation Mozaik, 
Serbia – Comity for Civic Initiatives and Children Theater, Kosovo - Academy for Training & 
Technical Assistance and Albania – Mountains Areas Development Agency
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developed successful model for engagement of villages and small communities in 
social and cultural development policies. The Network was awarded a regional grant 
for the implementation of three-years project entitled Rural Communities Culture by 
the Swiss Cultural Program for Western Balkans.  

Budget: MKD 5.774.230

East- East/Participation 
EU integration, environmental and effective energy use, children abuse and human 
rights, local partnerships between civil organization and local authorities were issues 
that provoked significant interest for participation at events supported by the East - 
East Program. 

Team of civil activists12 attended the regional conference dedicated to the role of CSOs 
in the EU integration process and held in Sarajevo, in November 2009. Participants 
presented the Macedonian experience and good practices in monitoring governmental 
EU-oriented polices and models for creating public pressure over state institutions 
at local and national level.  Professor Gjorge Ivanov and his junior assistant Nenad 
Markovic attended the regional event dedicated to education and EU integration 
process. Participants presented the Macedonian practices in regard to Bologna 
Declaration’s implementation, as well as ideas on enhancing regional university 
networking. 
Representatives from profiled NGOs and public institutions13 attended the events 
supported by foundations from our network and focused on environmental and energy 
issues. 

12	 Lidija Dimova and Andreaja Stojkovski, Macedonian Center for European Training, German 
Filkov, Center for Civil Initiatives, Toni Stoimenovski, Regional Advocacy Center, Delcevo

13	  Hristina Dimovska, Biosfera, Bitola, Ilija Sazdovski, Proaktiva, Skopje, Pance Atanasovski, 
Agency for energy of the Republic of Macedonia, Andrijana Slavkovska, Ekosvest, Skopje 
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Human rights protection, civil participation in decision-making provoked significant 
interest for participation. Implementation of energy reform projects, civil monitoring 
of the construction of regional pipelines and environmental advocacy projects were 
some of the issues that attracted the interest of Macedonian participants to attend 
events organized in the region. Local economic development is an issue relevant 
for the countries in the region and as such it is attractive for representatives of the 
Macedonian civil society.
Representatives from NGOs Megashi, accompanied with a judge from the Basic Court, 
Skopje and a representative from the Macedonian Ombudsman Office attended the 
regional workshop aimed to review and discuss implementation of effective models 
on protection of children rights and elimination of domestic violence and children 
abuse cases. Number of university professors, doctors and students were part of the 
study visit to and workshop held in Krakow, which focused on social inclusion and 
marginalization of children with autism.  

Representatives from local NGO Fokus, Veles, Municipality of Lozovo, Municipality of 
Caska and a university professor attended the regional conference in Craiova, Romania. 
The successful model of the Municipality of Veles as regards enhancing alliances 
for establishing local partnerships and developing policies on civic participation in 
decision-making processes at local level was presented. 

Budget: MKD 2.091.870
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information program
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Inciting Local e-Content 
Implementing organization/s: Metamorphosis Foundation
Donor/s: Network Information Program
Aim: to incite creation of local e-contents in Macedonia, increase the level of online 
production in the local languages and increase the quality of available contents, 
especially when related to education and Open Access. 

The project used two-fold approach on capacity building of potential and current 
content creators, and provided digital infrastructure (content aggregator) to 
encourage such creation based on promotion of contents in local languages and 
resulting user feedback.

A training team comprised of Metamorphosis associates and representatives from 
the institutional partners was established and series of workshops (9 in total) were 
conducted. In addition to awareness raising the training sessions focused also on skill 
development in order to enable participants to take active part in contents creation 
both on the level of their institution and individually as bloggers or using other social 
media tools.

An expert and civic activists from Belarus came to Macedonia on a study visit; as 
a result, the organizational structure of the content aggregator www.ping.mk was 
defined and its development started. In addition, several approaches for online 
community building were discussed and prioritized in accordance with the Macedonian 
context.

Budget: MKD 1.429.970
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Fostering e-Inclusion
Implementing organization/s: Metamorphosis Foundation, NGO Open the Windows
Donor/s: Network Information Program

Many people with disabilities (PwD) in the Republic of Macedonia are denied or 
not given equal opportunities to pursue their rights, in particular to education and 
employment. Major reason for this is the prevailing misconception that they cannot 
use or operate certain technologies required at schools and on job positions. But 
unbeknownst to many, assistive technology1 that enables PwD to use computers and 
access Information Technology exists in Macedonia as well.

The project provided enhanced opportunities for PwD to become equal and active 
participants - socially and economically - in the Macedonian society.

The main project activities included:

1. 	 development of manual on Accessibility Options in Edubuntu and e-Inclusion 
Guide using Assistive Technology; 

2. 	 design and construction of communication device Talking Board; 
3. 	 simplifying existing OSS software for presentation and writing; 
4. 	 organization of  awareness raising events (3 workshops).

Project activities were implemented by the Metamorphosis Foundation in close 
cooperation with the NGO Open the Windows (http://www.openthewindows.org)

Budget: MKD 1.569.559

1	 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assistive_technology
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National FOSS Policy
Implementing organization/s: Metamorphosis Foundation
Donor/s: Network Information Program
Aim: to create a National Free and Open Source Software Policy for establishing a 
framework within which the development of information infrastructure related to 
the free software application will be streamlined and directed, particularly in the 
public and educational sector, through a transparent and participative process which 
includes all stakeholders. 
This process also encourages strengthening of institutions of the system and their 
cooperation with the NGO sector.

The project is implemented by a Working Group comprised of representatives from 
the Ministry of Information Society, NGO Free Software Macedonia, the USAID Primary 
Education Project (performing free software localization and conducting teacher 
training in  primary and secondary schools), and the Metamorphosis Foundation. 

Having in mind that state officials were preoccupied with election campaigning, 
the activities implemented up to this moment include cooperation between NGO 
representatives, especially from Free Software Macedonia - an NGO providing 
communication platform for wider community interested in all aspects of this subject. 
Two meetings of the Working group and an introductory public debate were organized 
in order to help create the final concept of the policy paper, which should then be 
adopted by the Government.

In addition, the project aims to raise awareness of decision-makers on the importance 
of free and open source software and its role for Macedonia’s development, and 
the Policy Paper itself would make the institutions more open and responsive as to 
the free software application in practice, in a systematic and standardized manner, 
by taking into account all relevant requirements, as well as the needs for training, 
curricula upgrades, etc.

Budget: MKD 920.268
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Public health program
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The Public Health Program is dedicated to advancing human and health rights of 
socially marginalized groups of citizens, by building the capacities of civil organizations 
and advocacy for accountability and transparency on behalf of institutions, as well as 
inclusion of the civil society in the creation of health policies and practices. The Public 
Health Program objectives are realized by awarding grants to civic organizations in 
regard to the implementation of projects in 4 subprogram areas, as well as by direct 
operational support provided by FOSIM in cooperation with the Network Public Health 

Program.

Mental Health Initiative
Implementing organization/s: FOSIM; Association for Promotion of Inclusion (API-
Croatia); Ministry of Labor and Social Policy (MoLSP)
Donor/s: OSI MHI and FOSIM 
Aim: the main goal of the program is the implementation of human rights-based 
approach in providing services and improving the quality of services and the quality 
of life for persons with intellectual disabilities who are currently residing at the 
permanent residential institution in the Republic of Macedonia - Demir Kapija Special 
Institution.

In 2008, FOSIM’s strong commitment to the de-institutionalization process in 
Macedonia continued by taking actions to establish working relationships with high 
level officials at the Ministry of Labor and Social Policy and securing their commitment 
to the process. 

The working group comprised of representatives from the Ministry of Labor and Social 
Policy, FOSIM, Association for Promotion of Inclusion (API Croatia), Institute for Social 
Activities and Demir Kapija Special Institution, under the mutual guidance and support 
of FOSIM/MHI started its work and developed the implementation plan, including 
the transformation process of Demir Kapija Special Institution and reallocation of 
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residents - envisioned to take place over a period of three years. 
From the beginning of 2008, FOSIM’s involvement and cooperation with MHI was 
changed. As of February 2008, Polio Plus1 became the official OSI MHI implementing 
partner in Macedonia. FOSIM continued to provide administrative and logistic support 
to MHI in the process until the end of 2008. In December 2008, for the purposes of the 
project, FOSIM granted equipment to the Center for Help of Persons with Intellectual 
Disabilities - PORAKA from Negotino2.

Budget: MKD 1.257.776

Law and Health Initiative (LAHI)
Implementing organization/s:  School of Public Health, Skopje; Centre for Regional 
Policy Research and Cooperation Studiorum; Law Faculty Iustinianius Primus, Skopje; 
Donor/s:  FOSIM and OSI PHP
Aim: to enrich educational process and practices of health and legal professionals by 
implementing integrated law and health concepts that promote non-discriminatory 
services and protection of the rights of socially marginalized communities.

In the course of 2008, the process on developing the Practitioner’s Guide for Patients’ 
Rights based on the Law on Patients’ Rights continued. In collaboration with the 
OSI LAHI, FOSIM provided an ongoing guidance and technical assistance for the 
multidisciplinary working group3  engaged in the process. The progress made was 
acknowledged by the OSI consultant during her visit to Macedonia, in September 

1	 NGO whose primary mission is to improve the overall living conditions of physically disabled 
persons and with limited experience in mental health issues.

2	 As of November 2008, MHI entitled the NGO PORAKA from Negotino as a new implementing 
partner in Macedonia.

3	 Members of the team are representatives from the School of Public Health; Law Faculty 
“Iustinianius Primus”, Skopje; Ministry of Health and Centre for Regional Policy Research and 
Cooperation Studiorum  
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2008. In addition, in order to enable continuous education and information in the field 
of patients’ rights in Macedonia, a functional and updated website was created. 
Preparatory efforts for developing a course on Law and Health with the Law Faculty 
Iustinianius Primus and SPH4 resulted in developed concept for the Law and Health 
curriculum and textbook. In September 2008, the contract with the project team was 
signed. 
In cooperation with the FOSIM Law Program, training materials for Law on Free Access 
to Information based on Health and Human Rights5 were prepared. 20 representatives 
from health NGOs participated in the training and gained basic guidelines on how to 
obtain the right to free access to health-related information. 

Budget: MKD 3.336.943

Sexual Health and Rights Program 
(SHARP) 
Implementing organization/s:  HOPS as a leading organization of the Coalition for 
Promotion and Protection of Sexual and Health Rights of Marginalized Communities 
(SH&R Coalition) comprised of 6 NGOs6 
Donor/s:  FOSIM and OSI PHP
Aim:  to put health on the human rights agenda by using the law as a tool for health 
advocacy for people whose health rights have been abused and to accelerate the 
establishment of law-based health protection of the rights of vulnerable populations 
such as LGBT population, sex workers, intravenous drug users, etc.

4	 School of Public Health
5	 A Resource Guide for the Open Society Institute and Soros Foundations Network, 
	 Health and Human Rights, a global seminar for OSI and SF staff held in Cape Town, South 

Africa, June 2007.
6	 MASSO, HOP S, EGAL, MHRN, HERA, Izbor
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In the first half of 2008, the Coalition work was severely impeded by several external 
and internal factors7. Aiming to maintain the results achieved in the previous years 
and to continue forward, the Coalition appointed HOPS as its leading NGO. STAR - 
the non-formal association of sex workers – was included in the Coalition as a new 
partner organization.
In the reporting period, the SH&R Coalition managed the consolidation process 
successfully and realized most of the priorities in compliance with the three-year 
strategic directions. Activities included development of methodology on monitoring 
and registering human rights violations and relevant questionnaire, which enabled 
the creation of a database that is continuously filed-in with human rights violation 
cases. Representatives from partner organizations were trained to use the registering 
methodology which consequently enhanced the capacities on registering human 
rights violations, as well as their knowledge regarding sexual and health rights. These 
training sessions were accompanied with training delivered to target groups (sex 
workers, LGBT, IDUs, Roma) in order to raise their awareness on sexual and health 
rights, increase their knowledge and ability to recognize violation of rights they are 
facing on daily basis, and furthermore to motivate them to report such cases. 
Additionally, in cooperation with OSI PHP, FOSIM provided technical assistance for 
legal aid provisions to sex workers whose rights have been violated in the police raid 
which took place in November 2008. 

Budget: MKD 1.449.648 

Roma Health
Implementing organization/s:  ESE, CDRIM, LIL, Mesecina, MIR and RIHP
Donor/s: FOSIM and OSI PHP

7	 MASSO, the leading organization of the SH&R Coalition encountered internal turmoil which 
ended with the loss of resources for the implementation of planed activities (which is a 
matter of police investigation).
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Aim: to promote and increase access of Roma to health services and to engage the 
Roma communities in broader health policy activities through the Decade of Roma 
Inclusion.

In the course of 2008, six NGOs received grants to work on health-related advocacy 
efforts. A survey was conducted to assess the specific needs and problems of Roma 
people when obtaining health insurance, the availability and quality of health 
services, with a special emphasis on the issue’s gender aspect. Legal advice and 
support for obtaining IDs and health insurance documents was provided for more than 
200 Roma. Two Memoranda of Understanding and Cooperation were signed between 
one NGO and relevant state institutions. Based on experiences acquired throughout 
the implementation of these projects, and aiming to engage Roma NGOs in broader 
health policy activities, thus contributing to significant enhancement of equal access 
to health care services for Roma people, FOSIM provided technical assistance for 
training 15 representatives of Roma health NGOs. In addition, the training technical 
assistance aimed to improve health and social workers’ sensitivity in regards to 
Roma culture. Both training sessions were delivered by FOSIM partner organizations. 
In October 2008, FOSIM participated in the workshop on the revision of the National 
Action Plan on Roma Health organized by the Ministry of Labor and Social Policy. 
Considering the lack of both - transparency in health budget spending and budget 
programming - and in compliance with the National Action Plan for Roma Health, 
in December 2008 following the consultation process with PHP/HBMAP, the 
commitment to assist long-term capacity building process of Roma NGO Mesecina 
in order to specialize in monitoring health budget spending was confirmed. The main 
goal of the project Equal Access to Health Protection is to increase the immunization 
coverage of Roma children, by means of effective immunization system for children 
to be established by the Ministry of Health, with proper budget allocations and 
expenditures.

Budget: MKD 3.150.565
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Economic reform 
program 
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The Economic Reform Program aims to create new business and jobs, encourage 
private initiatives and entrepreneurship, foster small business development by 
providing affordable financing sources, organize training and workshops for young 
entrepreneurs and Roma business consultants, increase income generated from 
agricultural production and improve the livelihood of farm households in rural and 
semi-urban areas, increase the financial literacy level of low-income Roma households 
and support individual farmers and municipalities in adopting EU standards and 
development instruments.

Youth Entrepreneurial Service (YES)
Implementing organization: YES Foundation1, Skopje; SINTEF, Norway and FOSIM 
Donor/s: FOSIM and Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs  
Aim: to promote entrepreneurial spirit of young people and provide support along 
all phases of development and implementation of successful business ideas for fast-
growing business. 

In 2008, the YES Incubator operation was one of the main tasks. The incubator acts 
as catalyst for job creation and long-term firm survival and also provides basic 
administrative services for its tenants (accounting, legal advice, registration of 
companies, loan procedures, etc). By the end of 2008, 16 ICT start-up companies 
entered the incubator with 42 new employees. 
In 2008, the YES Foundation became the co-host organization of the Global 
Entrepreneurship Week (GEW), an event promoting entrepreneurship2 in Macedonia. 

1	 Foundation Youth Entrepreneurial Service (YES), established by SINTEF from Norway and 
FOSIM.

2	 http://unleashingideas.org and  www.enterpriseweek.org 



62 Foundation Open Society Institute - Macedonia annual report  2008

During the week of 17-30 November, together with partner organizations a total of 70 
activities were organized in 10 cities country-wide.3  
The YES Foundation organized entrepreneurship training and tailored training, coaching 
and mentoring for incubator tenants and helped them implement their business ideas. 
In order to improve soft and business skills of tenants, as well as to boost their 
self-confidence, the following activities were organized: training for approximately 
60 participants4; separate coaching for each of the maximum 17 incubator tenant-
companies with around 10-20 participants;  several  workshops tailored to the needs 
of incubator tenant-companies on export marketing, advanced sales techniques, 
project management, communication skills, new product development, creative 
thinking, innovation, etc. 

Budget: MKD 3.423.595

Training of Trainers for Roma 
Consultants 
Implementing organization: Center for Business Cooperation, Skopje (CDS)  
Donor/s: FOSIM   
Aim: to increase the number of Roma trainers to deliver training on economic 
development and entrepreneurship.

Ten young Roma successfully completed the general training in the period February-
July 2008. The first phase of the 5 module training course offered the following 
eight topics: motivation skills, communication skills, presentation skills, facilitation 
skills, time management and planning, training needs assessment, monitoring and 
evaluation techniques and reporting. The design of the workshops followed the 

3	 http://www.gew.com.mk/index.php 
4	 Using CISCO branded workshop “Starting a Business” and EBCL training http://www.ebcl.at.
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principles of adult learning. It took into account that each of the participants should 
practice as many of the skills as much as possible. 
Within the second phase of the project (started in September 2008) five specialized 
ToT sessions in entrepreneurship and advanced training skills were offered. The aim 
after the training is the best Roma trainers to be actively involved in the process of 
preparation and delivery of training sessions.

Budget: MKD 2.696.039

Loan Sub-Programs 
Implementing organization: Export and Credit Bank, Skopje  
Donor/s: FOSIM and Soros Economic Development Fund (SEDF), New York
Aim: to improve financing opportunities for clients in agriculture, small business and 
start-ups whose access to credits is limited

In order to support small farmers and agricultural production, small companies and 
start-up businesses at the YES Incubator two ongoing credit lines under favorable 
conditions were established in cooperation with the Export and Credit Bank – Skopje.
The Agriculture Development Credit Line provides financing to small farmers and 
agriculture producers with funds provided by SEDF. In 2008, the total number of 
approved loans was 25 in the amount of approximately MKD 180.000 per loan. 
The Start-up Loans product offers credits for newly established business at the 
YES Incubator. The loan includes a monitoring and coaching component for the new 
entrepreneurs implemented by the Incubator. In 2008, four loans were approved in 
total amount of MKD 788.630. 
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PET Recycling Program  
in Macedonia
Implementing organization: MDC.Ti-Net, Skopje and FOSIM
Donor/s: USAID  
Aim: to establish an efficient and economically viable PET (polyethylene terephthalate) 
recycling program in Macedonia.

Within the project, FOSIM’s role is to strengthen institutional capacity of the 
implementing non-governmental organization MDC.Ti-Net. Also, FOSIM provided 
support in capacity building in the field of administration and grant implementation 
for the purpose of securing full transparency and accountability. 
In 2008, FOSIM sub-granted 13 municipalities (Karpos, Strumica, Kocani, Kumanovo, 
Saraj, Tearce, Tetovo, Ohrid, Prilep, Bitola, Struga, Vasilevo and Negotino), City of 
Skopje and two public communal entities (in Gostivar and Kocani) to participate in 
the PET collection and recycling program. The municipalities chose to implement the 
program through public-private partnerships. The project prepared call for proposals 
to short-list entities in the pilot municipality(ies) intended for organizations and firms 
interested in participating in the PET collection and processing program. The grants 
were used to purchase plastic containers and bags for collecting bottles. 

Budget: MKD 14.768.564

Financial Literacy for Low-Income 
Roma Households
Implementing organizations: Microfinance Center, Poland; Foundation Horizonti; 
FOSIM and Center for Business Cooperation (CDS)
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Donor/s: FOSIM and Soros Economic Development Fund   
Aim: to provide financial planning education for 120 low-income Roma households in 
order to emerge from poverty and sustain livelihood by efficiently utilization of their 
scarce economic resources.
In May 2008, a study conducted by Microfinance Center from Poland, together with 
FOSIM and Horizonti indicated the need for improving financial literacy of Roma 
households and entrepreneurs and provided directions for addressing the need for 
building an inclusive financial sector. At the end of 2008, all preparations were made 
and the workshop for Roma households is planned to be implemented in 2009. By 
the end of training, Roma households should be in position to develop their spending 
plans, adopt longer time-frames for household budgeting, work with checking and 
savings accounts, understand credit and credit reports. Additionally, the level of 
acceptance of expenditure control by the Roma population will be increased. 

Budget: MKD 1.227.503

Be young! Be creative!  
Be entrepreneur!
Implementing organizations: YES Foundation
Donor/s: FOSIM and the European Commission – DG Education and Culture      
Aim: to promote entrepreneurship among youth and discuss its importance in the 
regional development.
The need for similar exchange project was identified in a conversation between the 
YES Business Incubator from Macedonia and the Business Laboratory from Latvia. 
Having fellow-mates when starting a first business is of great importance: friends you 
can ask for advice and support, fellow-mates who simply make one feel they are not 
the only ones facing the problems. The project implementation starts at the end of 
2008 and it continues in 2009.
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The project brings together young entrepreneurs and people interested in starting their 
own business, and it facilitates the discussion of experiences from different countries, 
sharing success stories and learning from each other’s mistakes. Workshops and 
trainings contribute to the learning experience and facilitate group spirit development. 
The youth exchange raises European awareness and promotes European citizenship. 
It has been expected for the network created as part of the project to provide benefits 
for the participants and their organizations in future endeavors. At the beginning, an 
organized advanced planning visit was organized for project leaders from participating 
countries: Sweden, Latvia, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Kosovo. As a result of this 
visit a program was created, including developed activities plan and agenda. The main 
project activities and the 7-day event will be held in Ohrid, in April 2009. 

Budget: MKD 420.000

IPARD for Individuals  
– Registered Farmers
Implementing organization: FOSIM and Foundation for Rebuilding and Development 
of Ovce Pole, Sveti Nikole (FOROP)
Donor/s: FOSIM  
Aim: to strengthen capacities of farmers, municipalities and private farmer 
associations for effective and efficient use of IPARD funds.

Based on EU new-member state experience, it is important to timely address and 
keep the pace in regard to increasing the absorption capacity of EU assistance funds. 
FOSIM signed a Cooperation Agreement with eight municipalities (Sveti Nikole, Stip, 
Strumica, Cesinovo-Oblesevo, Delcevo, Berovo, Pehcevo, Kocani) for the project 
implementation. The project targeted 16 representatives from 8 municipalities and 
NGOs to receive training on the mechanisms and criteria for the use of EU financial 
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instruments and the formal process of project preparation and application. Two 
workshops were organized on the topics: how to plan, prepare and apply for the EU 
projects and how to receive funds from EU Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance 
and Introduction and utilization of possibilities of the European Commission’s 
Framework Program 7. In 2009, trained groups will be further coached to develop 
real business plans and submit applications for financing under IPARD. On the one-
day workshops organized together with FOROP, 470 farmers from 23 municipalities in 
Eastern Macedonia were informed as regards the fulfillment of the eligibility criteria 
for applying for IPARD funds. 

Budget: MKD 2.455.363

Business Incubator – Tetovo
Implementing organizations: FOSIM; YES Foundation and Business Development 
Center, Tetovo
Donor/s: FOSIM and South-East European University 
Aim: to attract young ICT people, train and coach them in business skills, support and 
help them to establish own companies, connect them with business partners in order 
to be able to compete on the IT market. 

The project is comprised of two components: entrepreneurial training for young 
students who plan to start own business and the Business Incubator. In order to 
strengthen the capacities of young people, a series of entrepreneurial training were 
delivered to 100 students in the period March - October 2008. At the end of the 
training, students were in a position to write their own business plans. As part of the 
project, premises at one building from the SEE University  campus  were adjusted 
and three offices were equipped for the Business Incubator and the new established 
companies-tenants. The official opening of the SEEU/BDC-YES Business Incubator 
in Tetovo was held on November 4, 2008. Three companies are already residing at 
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the Incubator and benefit from the full support provided by the project team in the 
realization of their business plans.

Budget: MKD 1.128.827 

Computer Lab for Pre-Incubation  
and Incubation Training
Implementing organization: YES Foundation
Donor/s: FOSIM, Western Union-Washington
Aim: to establish state-of-art computer lab at the YES ICT Business Incubator 
for delivering business (CISCO start-up business), soft skills (negotiations, 
communications, creativity, etc.) and ICT training.

In September 2008, the Board of Directors of the Western Union Foundation and 
FOSIM awarded the YES Foundation with a grant to implement this project. 
Upon grant’s approval, FOSIM in cooperation with the YES Foundation initiated the 
bid activities for  equipping the premises at the YES Business Incubator with state-of-
art PC and network equipment. 
For the benefit of YES Incubator tenants, the initial training on sales techniques, 
branding, communication skills, and negotiation are planned for delivery at the new 
computer lab in January 2009. 

Budget: MKD 616.831
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Living Heritage – Partnerships  
for Local Development
Implementing organization: FOSIM
Donor/s: FOSIM
Aim: to promote local sustainable development through authentic local heritage 
(tangible, intangible and natural).

In 2007, as part of the LH Program matching funds-based cooperation was established 
with the Municipalities of Berovo, Negotino and the Youth Cultural Center from Bitola. 
All these projects used authentic cultural heritage in a sustainable manner to promote 
economic development on local level. 
In addition, the Living Heritage Program supported the SEE Heritage Network. 
Namely, FOSIM joined this informal network of NGOs from the SEE region, accepting 
its mission to protect and preserve the diverse heritage of the people living in this 
region. 

Budget: MKD 1.137.646
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Media program
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Local Roma Community Radios
Implementing organization/s: Radio Cerenja, Stip and Radio Ternipe, Prilep
Donor/s: FOSIM
Aim: to secure further existence of both Roma radio broadcasters by covering their 
operational costs.

The Media Program awarded grants for covering core activities of both Roma radio 
broadcasters. This support represented an addition to co-production grants they 
received under the Roma Co-production Fund where they apply annually.

Budget: MKD 734.304

Media for Public Health
Implementing organization/s: NGO Infocenter and Association of Journalists of 
Macedonia (AJM) 
Donor/s: Network Media Program, London 
Aim: to increase strategic media advocacy knowledge and approach of civic 
organizations working on public health issues and professional organizations of 
healthcare workers and to stimulate broad-based media coverage that will increase 
community support and will mobilize community action to change policies affecting 
health issues.

NGO Infocenter was engaged in media advocacy training for the representatives of 
active civic organizations working on public health issues and representatives of the 
professional organizations of healthcare workers. Complementing NGO Infocenter’s 
activities, AJM organized debates at its regional centers for journalists and public 
health professionals aimed to solve problems occurring in their mutual communication 
and access to information.    

Budget: MKD 1.879.452
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NGO Infocenter
Implementing organization/s: NGO Infocenter
Donor/s: FOSIM; Balkan Trust for Democracy and US Embassy in Macedonia 
Aim: to contribute to competent, visible and sustainable civil sector with positive 
reputation, trust and influence in the Macedonian society.

Annual core activities of NGO Infocenter were supported with a grant covering its PR 
services offered free-of-charge for civil society organizations.

Budget: MKD 1.836.000

Association of Journalists  
of Macedonia
 
Implementing organization/s: Association of Journalists of Macedonia
Donor/s: FOSIM
Aim: to secure future existence of the organization and strengthen its capacities.
 
Annual core activities of the organization were supported, as well as its efforts to 
provide free-of-charge legal defense to journalists.  

Budget: MKD 1.360.790
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Media Monitoring - Media Mirror
Implementing organization/s: NGO Infocenter
Donor/s: FOSIM
Aim: to provide comprehensive analysis of media professional standards and 
information criteria and the manner in which they cover and interpret key social and 
political processes and events.

The qualitative monitoring covered 6 daily newspapers and 6 national TV stations 
whose selection was based on their public influence in the country. Monthly monitoring 
reports were prepared and issued, with the exception during the election period when 
reports were issued every fortnight.  

Budget: MKD 2.193.724

BC – Media Monitoring  
– 2008 Elections
Implementing organization/s: Broadcasting Council of Republic of Macedonia 
Donor/s: FOSIM and OSCE
Aim: to support the Broadcasting Council in performing its obligations pursuant to 
the Broadcasting Law as the regulatory body monitoring media performance during 
elections. 

FOSIM awarded grant aimed to cover monitors’ costs, whereas OSCE funding was 
used to purchase the necessary equipment. 

Budget: MKD 763.167
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Media Literacy:  
Young Media Watch-Dogs
Implementing organization/s: NGO Infocenter and Center for New Media
Donor/s: FOSIM and US Embassy in Macedonia 
Aim: to improve the media literacy and knowledge among the young population. 

Grant was awarded to NGO Infocenter to conduct a series of training for NGO activists 
from youth organizations and for students at the Faculty of Journalism on identifying 
propaganda in the media. IT skills were part of the curricula as blogging and web 
forums on media issues among youth were part of project’s outcomes.

Budget: MKD 495.000

It’s Time for EU 
Implementing organization/s: NGO Infocenter and Macedonian Center for European 
Training (MCET)
Donor/s: FOSIM and Institute for Sustainable Communities 
Aim: to provide continuous and constructive dialogue among all relevant state and 
social factors within the process of achieving key benchmarks and obtaining the 
recommendation to open negotiations for EU integration of Macedonia. 

As part of the planned activities, NGO Infocenter and MCET strove for informed and 
qualitative public debate, both on national and local level, on the substantial aspects 
of EU integration policies and their implementation. Series of debates with NGO 
participation and training on EU integration processes for journalists from regional 
and local media in the provincial areas were organized. 

Budget: MKD 915.420
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Monitoring Media Legislation  
and Policy Implementation
Implementing organization/s: Media Development Center (MDC)
Donor/s: FOSIM; Swedish Helsinki Committee (SHC) and Network Media Program 
(NMP)
Aim: to achieve full implementation of the Broadcasting Law, as a safeguard against 
political intrusions of the new system in power.

The project had two components that were the main focus of project activities 
implemented by MDC: to monitor the legislation implementation and to act as 
watchdog when needed in order to resolve questionable issues by means of debates 
and to harmonize the positions of relevant institutions, stakeholders and civil sector 
on these issues. 

Budget: MKD 2.888.946 

TV Menada
Implementing organization/s: TV Menada
Donor/s: FOSIM and Norwegian People’s Aid
Aim: to inform and educate citizens in Tetovo and Gostivar regions on the benefits 
from EU integration of the state and the impacts thereof on local level.

A grant was awarded to TV Menada to cover production costs of the serial: Ethnic 
Communities’ Positions on Local Level Integration Processes. 

Budget: MKD 379.250
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Public administration 
and local government 
reform program
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The Public Administration Reform (PAR) Program of the Foundation Open Society 
Institute - Macedonia (FOSIM) set the following priorities: 
�� to facilitate the process of improving government institutions and policies in 

the light of EU accession; to promote public policy education and strengthen 
governmental and NGO sector capacities on public policy making, based on 
research and analysis; 

�� to support the implementation of the decentralization process, capacity building 
of local government administration, monitor decentralization’s implementation, 
provide training for better use of IPA funds and enhance active civil participation 
in local-level decision and policy-making processes.  

In line with the priorities defined, following projects and activities were implemented 
in the reporting period:

Supporting Think-Tank Organizations 
Implementing organization/s: FOSIM and Reaktor, Skopje
Donor/s: FOSIM and Local Government and Public Service Reform Initiative (LGI), 
Budapest
Partner/s: European Stability Initiative (ESI)
Aim: to build local capacities for policy-oriented research. 

The support for policy research and debates under continuous mentorship from the 
European Stability Initiative (ESI) aimed at training young policy-oriented researchers 
and supporting development of think-tanks continued in 2008. FOSIM supported 
Reactor1 with an institutional grant covering part of the annual operational costs of 
the organization and the development of two policy papers titled (1) The Fall of the 
Schengen Wall – advocating transfer of the countries in the Western Balkans that 

1	 Think-tank organization that emerged from the initial training on policy-oriented research 
conducted by FOSIM and ESI in 2004.
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meet the benchmarks from the visa liberalization roadmap from the “Black” to the 
“White” Schengen list and (2) Ascent and Descent of Kratovo - analyzing the local 
economic development strategy of the municipality and assessing the reasons for 
failures in the economic development in the last decades.

Budget: MKD 1.842.466 

Open State Budget - Public 
Procurement Monitoring 
Implementing organization/s: FOSIM and Center for Civic Communications (CCC)   
Donor/s: FOSIM and Local Government and Public Service Reform Initiative (LGI), 
Budapest
Aim: to evaluate the transparency and efficiency of  central level public procurements.

The purpose of the project is to conduct comprehensive monitoring of public 
procurement procedures implemented by central level state institutions aimed to 
evaluate transparency of procedures and proper implementation of the Law on Public 
Procurement. In the first project phase, monitoring will be conducted in the period 
November 2008 – November 2009 when four quarterly reports will be prepared and 
promoted. The reports will address the weaknesses in the public procurement system 
and will provide recommendations for improvement. The first quarterly report was 
presented at a press conference held on 26th February, 2009. This report was prepared 
on the basis of 40 public procurement procedures monitored and reflected the system 
weaknesses in regards to transparency, competitiveness and equal treatment of 
economic operators and rational use of central budget funds. The project continues 
in 2009-2010.

Budget: MKD 1.964.914 
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Monitoring Decentralization
Implementing organization/s: FOSIM
Donor/s: FOSIM and Local Government and Public Service Reform Initiative (LGI), 
Budapest
Partner/s: Association of Local Self-Government Units (ZELS), Municipalities of 
Bitola, Bogovinje, Gevgelija, Debar, Kavadarci, Karbinci, Kumanovo, Oslomej, Ohrid, 
Suto Orizari, Tetovo, Stip and local NGOs. 
Aim: to support transparent, effective and efficient decentralization process in the 
fields of financing, urban planning and education.

The project aims to support transparent, effective and efficient decentralization 
process by monitoring the implementation of competences in the fields of financing, 
urban planning and education in 12 municipalities2. In March 2008, the monitors and 
responsible persons from municipalities were trained on data analysis and narrative 
reports writing methodology. 
Based on the training instructions and data collected in the past years (2006, 
2007) the monitors prepared comparative report for the competence performance 
in the years 2006 and 2007 in all municipalities. In addition, an integrated Annual 
Monitoring Report (January 2008 – December 2008) on the monitoring results from 
all 12 municipalities was prepared. This report provides assessment of competence 
performance in 2008 and gives recommendations for improvement.

Budget: MKD 2.940.560

2	 Bitola, Bogovinje, Gevgelija, Debar, Kavadarci, Karbinci, Kumanovo, Ohrid, Oslomej, Tetovo, 
Stip and  Suto Orizari.
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Local Government  
Anti-Corruption Strategies
Implementing organization/s: FOSIM 
Donor/s: FOSIM and Local Government and Public Service Reform Initiative (LGI), 
Budapest
Partner/s: Partners Foundation for Local Development (FPDL), Bucharest; Association 
of Local Self-Government Units (ZELS) and Municipalities of Bitola, Ohrid and Gjorce 
Petrov 
Aim: to design a process of participatory anti-corruption strategy development and 
its implementation at local level as a method of identifying, preventing and fighting 
corruption.

The goals of the intervention were: (1) raising awareness of mayors and municipal 
managers about the concept of participatory anti-corruption strategy development 
in order to diagnose, treat and prevent corruption; (2) building local capacities and 
developing mechanisms to facilitate the process of participatory anti-corruption 
strategy development and implementation; (3) promoting best practices from the 
project, as well as developing recommendations for improved further participatory 
anti-corruption strategies implementation.  The project involves three pilot 
municipalities and 3 teams of local trainers3, which supported by FPDL consultants 
designed, facilitated and will monitor the process of anti-corruption strategies’ 
implementation. 
In 2008, the teams worked together with the municipal administrations from the 
Municipalities of Bitola, Ohrid, and Gjorce Petrov to identify the problems and design 
the respective anti-corruption strategies. In order to asses citizens’  perception  
in regard to corruption in their local community public surveys were conducted in 
the three municipalities. Such surveys were also conducted with the municipal 
administrations. 

3	 Some of them are from the previously created pool of trainers on local government issues.
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In December 2008, the Municipal Council of Gjorce Petrov adopted the Anti-Corruption 
Strategy and the Action Plan for its implementation. The project will be completed 
with the  adoption of  Anti-Corruption Strategies by the Municipal Councils in Ohrid 
and Bitola, planned for 2009.

Budget: MKD 1.396.369

Fiscal Transparency - Increasing  
Fiscal and Management Autonomy  
of Sub-Municipal Governments
Implementing organization/s: FOSIM
Donor/s: Local Government and Public Service Reform Initiative (LGI), Budapest 
Partner/s: Municipality of Krusevo and Local Government and Public Service Reform 
Initiative (LGI), Budapest 
Aim: to develop and implement functional model of local sub-government.

The main goal of the project is to develop and implement a functional model of local 
sub-government that would strengthen the cooperation between sub-municipal 
units (neighborhood units) and the municipality. The model envisages democratic, 
transparent and participatory representation of the interests of all local community 
members, close cooperation in order to implement local projects, involvement in the 
planning and implementation of municipal investments affecting the operation of 
neighborhood units. The project started in December 2008 and its implementation 
continues in 2009. 

Budget: MKD 32.910 
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Better Use of IPA Funds    
Implementing organization/s: FOSIM; Macedonian Center for European Training 
(MCET) 
Donor/s: FOSIM
Partner/s: Association of Local Self-Government Units (ZELS), Municipalities of 
Debar, Bitola, Ohrid, Kumanovo, Krusevo, local NGOs and local media  
Aim: to strengthen EU funding absorption capacities of the municipalities.

The goal of this initiative is to strengthen EU funding absorption capacities of the 
municipalities by providing training on the possibilities, mechanisms and criteria for 
applying to EU financial instruments and programs. In 2008, training was delivered to 
five groups of up to 25 participants comprised of representatives from the municipal 
administration, civil society and local media in each of the targeted municipalities4. 
Training included six-day module per municipality, and covered details on EU 
Institutions and structures, IPA and Community Programs. The project continues in 
2009.   

Budget: MKD 2.141.149

Accession Watch
Implementing organization/s: FOSIM; Macedonian Center for European Training 
(MCET) 
Donor/s: FOSIM
Partner/s: Macedonian Center for European Training (MCET) 
Aim: to initiate public debate on the importance of fulfilling the eight EC benchmarks 
and to advocate acceleration of the accession process. 

4	 Debar, Ohrid, Krusevo, Bitola and Kumanovo.
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In 2008, FOSIM organized two conferences aimed to initiate public debates and 
discussion on the progress achieved by Macedonia in the accession process.
The first conference titled Different is the European Story of the Republic of Macedonia, 
held on 6th May 2008, focused on the eight benchmarks which the European Commission 
delivered to the Republic of Macedonia in March 2008 and the importance of their 
fulfillment in order to obtain the recommendation for opening negotiations in the EC 
Progress Report due in November 2008. 
The second conference titled Quo Vadis, Macedonia, held on 17th November 2008, was 
organized in cooperation with MCET after the publication of the third in a row negative 
EC Progress Report. The conference was attended by more than 70 participants, 
including  Members of Parliament, Ambassadors from  EU Member States, officials 
from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, civil society representatives, intellectuals, 
international and domestic experts. The debate focused on the comments and 
recommendations of the EC that were highlighted in the political and economic criteria 
sections of the 2008 Progress Report. The speakers on the conference advocated for 
Macedonia to engage all efforts and political will in order to make the next step in the 
accession process immediately. The discussions from both conferences were printed 
and distributed in 100.000 copies as inserters in three daily newspapers.

Budget: MKD 2.513.474

Macedonian Center for  
European Training 
Implementing organization/s: Macedonian Center for European Training (MCET) 
Donor/s: FOSIM
Partner/s: Municipalities, NGOs
Aim: to support the accession of the Republic of Macedonia in the EU by means of 
professional training, consultancy, policy development and lobbying. 
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In 2008, FOSIM granted the Macedonian Center for European Training (MCET)5 funds 
for covering MCET office’s running costs and the implementation of program activities. 
In the reporting period, MCET focused its attention primarily in three areas: a) capacity 
building through EU training, b) regional initiatives, and c) advocacy activities. In 
2008, MCET delivered training for 70 municipal employees and approximately 250 
NGO representatives at local level. At the same time, MCET implemented the Media 
Monitoring Project by monitoring and analyzing EU topics in printed and broadcasting 
media in the period of one month before and after 2008 EC Progress Report was 
published. In November 2008, MCET organized the Regional Conference where 
it gathered EU trainers the from the EU TRAINNET pool from Macedonia, Croatia, 
Albania, Moldova, Montenegro and Ukraine. In February 2008, MCET published its 
first policy brief titled A Council, a Bit of Money, and Lots and Lots of Friends that 
served as basis for the organization of a conference with the participation of many 
Ambassadors from EU Member States in Macedonia, government officials and civil 
society organizations. The conference titled Quo Vadis Macedonia? was organized 
in November 2008 and aimed to encourage public debate on Macedonia’s prospects 
for EU accession, after having received the third annual progress report without the  
recommendation to open negotiations. In the meantime, MCET is successfully working 
on building fruitful public relations and its web presence, which is expected to result 
in increased lobbing activities focused on  Macedonia’s accession process.

Budget: MKD 1.228.291

5	 MCET members are 14 certified EU trainers that underwent two-year Train the Trainer 
program on EU topics accompanied with training on didactic and pedagogical skills. The 
program was implemented by FOSIM and was co- financed and conducted in cooperation 
with IEP, Berlin; INWENT, Köln and the German Ministry of Foreign Affairs. In December 
2002, the trainers established MCET as an independent NGO. FOSIM supported MCET’s 
institutionalization. All FOSIM projects and initiatives aiming at facilitation and support of 
the Macedonian EU integration process are designed and implemented in close cooperation 
and partnership with MCET.  
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Train the Trainers  
in Public Policy Writing
Implementing organization/s: FOSIM
Donor/s: FOSIM 
Partner/s: Local Government and Public Service Reform Initiative (LGI), Budapest
Aim: to build local capacities in Macedonia for conducting Public Policy Writing 
training for civil society organizations, civil servants and decision-makers. 

The goal of the TT course is to build key skills, knowledge and confidence of future 
trainers on competent delivery of Public Policy Writing workshops (PPW) and become 
certified LGI Policy Writing trainers. Train the Trainers Program was implemented as 
part of the regional TT Program in compliance with the training methodology, syllabus 
and the manual Writing Effective Policy Papers, developed by LGI, Budapest. The main 
criterion for candidates to be selected for program participation was their already 
established status as experienced trainers. Three candidates from Macedonia were 
selected to take part in the TT delivered in five stages in the period February – June 
2009. After  completing all TT stages and having conducted autonomous training for 
30 civil society representatives, two of the Macedonian candidates were certified as 
LGI Policy Writing trainers. As part of the project, all PPW trainers’ materials and 
the handbook Writing Effective Policy Papers were translated and published into 
Macedonian. 

Budget: MKD 662.524
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Roma Participation and Alliances 
Implementing organization/s: FOSIM 
Donor/s: FOSIM and Local Government and Public Service Reform Initiative (LGI), 
Budapest
Partner/s: Local Government and Public Service Reform Initiative (LGI), Budapest and 
Roma Information Office (RIO), Budapest
Aim: to develop policy-oriented communication and advocacy skills of Roma NGO 
leaders.

The aim of the program is to develop policy-oriented communication and advocacy 
skills of participants in order to enhance the network effectiveness in advocating for 
their positions within the Decade of Roma Inclusion. 15 Roma NGO leaders attended 
the Public Policy Writing training held in October 2008. After having completed the 
three-day training, three trainees submitted policy briefs debating and advocating 
changes in the areas such as: pre-school education for all, rights of Roma children and 
implementation of the Decade of Roma Inclusion.

Budget: MKD 347.872

Macedonia Before and After Bucharest 
Implementing organization/s: FOSIM 
Donor/s: FOSIM
Aim: to initiate debate and provide space for critical comments and recommendations 
in Macedonia after not having received invitation for NATO membership.  

FOSIM organized a public debate titled Dilemmas of Macedonia: Before and 
After Bucharest, held on 23rd April 2008. Keynote speakers at the debate were 10 
intellectuals, journalists and politicians  publicly advocating compromise for the name 
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issue with Greece in the period before the NATO Summit in Bucharest, held on 3rd April 
2008. The purpose of this debate was to provide open space for critical comments 
and suggestions to some of the open questions emerging in the country after not 
having received invitation for NATO membership. The discussions from the debate 
were printed and distributed in 100.000 copies as inserters in three daily newspapers.

Budget: MKD 624.982
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Law program
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The Law Program aims to promote the rule of law by shaping government policy 
and supporting legal reform in the Republic of Macedonia. In 2008, the Law Program 
implemented a range of initiatives targeted at transparency and accountability of the 
government institutions, human rights, free access to information, approximation 
of the legislation in line with the EU acquis, criminal justice system reform and 
monitoring election irregularities. The program is implemented in cooperation with 
various domestic and foreign organizations.

Criminal Justice Reform
Implementing organization: FOSIM
Donors: FOSIM; OPDAT1 and OSCE Spillover Mission to Skopje
Partners: Association for Criminal Law and Criminology of Macedonia and Ministry 
of Justice
Aim: to support development and adoption of new Criminal Procedure Code and 
Criminal Code. 

In order to achieve harmonized criminal-legal reforms based on the concept of 
establishing a balance between efficient fight against organized crime and crime 
in general on one side and attaining the highest level of protection of basic human 
rights and freedoms on the other, FOSIM implemented a project aimed to develop 
new Criminal Procedure Code and to amend the Criminal Code. Throughout the project 
implementation, different procedural aspects were researched and debated with 
relevant stakeholders in order to reach a common position and include it in the draft 
legislation. 13 researches in total were conducted and 8 workshops were organized 
with approximately 330 stakeholders (mainly prosecutors, judges and attorneys). The 

1	 United States Department of Justice - Overseas Prosecutorial Development, Assistance and 
Training
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workshops served as forum to test theoretical theses against practical problems and 
to reach solutions that will provide more efficient procedure which include highest 
standards for human rights protection. At the end of the project, all research papers 
were published and the drafted legislation was accepted by the Ministry of Justice.  

Budget: MKD 1.226.469  

Legislation Approximation
Implementing organization: FOSIM 
Donor: FOSIM 
Partners: the Ministry of Interior and the Ministry of Justice 
Aim: to support the approximation of the domestic legislation with the EU acquis. 

FOSIM supported several activities in the EU approximation process, mainly by 
providing independent expertise on different drafts and supporting stakeholder 
participation in drafting legislation. The program, in accordance with the EU annual 
report, focused on the police reform. FOSIM continued to support the task group 
established within the Ministry of Interior to assist harmonization of legislation, with 
particular emphasis on European standards and human rights. The task force was 
operational until November 2008.

Additionally, FOSIM represented the civil society in the Ministry of Justice’s working 
group established to draft the new Law on Civil Associations and Foundations. FOSIM 
efforts focused on promoting the status of public interest organization for civil society 
organizations and introducing fiscal benefits for donations. Furthermore, having 
received information from the freedom of information subprogram, FOSIM was active 
participant in the public debates on several draft laws, including the Law on Lustration, 
Law on Lobbying, Electoral Code, etc. This information was used for different advocacy 
strategies: sending open letters to MPs; submitting draft amendments; participating 
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on public debates; lobbying against draft laws; and submitting petitions before the 
Constitutional Court to examine the constitutionality of certain laws2.

Budget: MKD 2.338.202  

Contribution to Achieve Functional  
and Effective Judicial System
Implementing organization: Association of Judges of the Republic of Macedonia
Donors: FOSIM and OSCE Spillover Mission to Skopje
Aim: to support an effective judicial system in the Republic of Macedonia.

FOSIM, in cooperation with OSCE, supported the Association of Judges of the 
Republic of Macedonia in implementing a project aimed to promote and reinforce 
the effectiveness of the judiciary system. The project had four pillars: (1) promotion 
of access to court decisions and files; (2) reform of the disciplinary procedure for 
judges; (3) development of judges performance measurement; and (4) improvement 
of the mechanism for protection against contempt of court. As a result of the project 
implementation, a comparative study on the issue of access to information at courts 
disposal was developed and promoted on three workshops, thus drafting and promoting 
a recommendation for unified application of the freedom of information legislation. 
Furthermore, an evaluation of the criteria for measuring judges’ performance and 
efficiency was conducted and followed by drafting amendments to the rulebook on 
disciplinary procedure for judges submitted to the Judiciary Council. By the end of 
the project, legal reform measures on the issue of contempt of court was drafted and 
initiated in front of the Ministry of Justice.  

Budget: MKD 945.600

2	  Namely, the Law on Lustration and the Law on Lobbying.
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Human Rights Support
Implementing organization: FOSIM
Donors: FOSIM; OSI Human Rights Grants-Giving Program and UN Voluntary Fund for 
Victims of Torture 
Partner: Human Rights Support Network3

Aim: to address the lack of effective domestic mechanisms to support alleged victims 
of police abuse in filing official complaints and/or pursuing judicial remedies.

The Human Rights Support project has been continuously supported from 2005 in 
order to: (1) assist alleged police abuse victims in filing official complaints and/or 
pursuing judicial remedies; and (2) work with official bodies to foster an environment 
where victims’ complaints are properly dealt with and to ensure that police officers 
overstepping their powers are disciplined or prosecuted. The network of 5 local NGOs 
continued to provide free legal aid to alleged victims of police abuse, torture and 
ill-treatment, aimed at ensuring that victims’ complaints are properly dealt with 
and police officers who overstep their powers are disciplined or prosecuted. In 2008, 
a total of 56 cases were processed and 3 court cases were monitored4. Majority of 
registered victims are men (87,5%) and adults (98,2%), and their complains were 
mainly based on physical injuries (53%) and rude behavior and misconduct (26%)5. 10 
capacity building seminars were organized. In the light of project promotion, public 
awareness raising and condemn for specific violations and spectacular arrests, nine 
media events were organized. As a result, TV Telma6 adopted a policy to no longer 
broadcast arrests and police escorted transportation. 

3	 Coalition All for Fair Trials, Skopje; Center for Civic Initiatives, Prilep; Center for Democratic 
Development, Tetovo;, Choice, Strumica and Forum for Protection of Roma Rights Arka, 
Kumanovo. More information on network’s activities can be found at: www.hrsp.org.mk

4	 Project attorneys file complaints to the Sector for Internal Control within MoI, the 
Ombudsman, and the Public Prosecution Office or file civil law suits. In addition, free legal 
advice is continuously offered via the toll-free line.

5	 The annual report was produced and promoted in April 2009.
6	 One of the six nation-wide commercial TV stations in Macedonia.
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Most of the citizens approaching the network are still unfamiliar with the available 
complaint procedures and mechanisms against police abuse. A considerable number 
of citizens, alleged victims of police abuse, seek legal advice, but are afraid to initiate 
law suits against the police. Some initiate only indemnity civil procedures and are 
not interested in initiating criminal procedures against police officers. In order to 
discuss patterns of police abuse and build a common strategy for overcoming these 
problems, the network organized 4 local coordination meetings and 24 meetings with 
representatives of the Police Internal Control Unit, the Ombudsman and the Public 
Prosecution. 

Budget: MKD 2.315.265

Freedom of Information 
Implementing organization: FOSIM and Transparency Macedonia
Donors: FOSIM; OSI Human Rights Grants-Giving Program and OSCE Spillover Mission 
to Skopje
Partners: Macedonian Young Lawyers’ Association and Youth Educational Forum 
Aim: to monitor the implementation of the right to free access to information and to 
promote the right to free access to information through strategic litigation.

FOSIM continues to promote the right to free access to information. In partnership 
with the Youth Educational Forum, in 2008 over 1,000 requests were submitted to 
38 higher education institutions. Unsuccessful requests were litigated and aimed at 
producing greater accountability of higher education institutions. While there has been 
progress in the adoption of the Freedom of Information Law, its implementation is not 
satisfactory. FOSIM surveys conducted in 2006, 2007 and 2008 indicate the deficient 
implementation of the law: majority of citizens were denied access to requested public 
information; on several occasions public authorities did not disclose the information; 
whereas responses were either untimely or absent when the information in question 
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is considered sensitive. FOSIM convinced the Government that the law needs to be 
amended and identified the shortcomings to be addressed. In cooperation with OSCE, 
an expert group was established and it drafted the amendments in the fall 2008.  

20 young lawyers were trained to provide free legal aid to citizens. They are 
currently offering legal assistance on the toll-free line. In the reporting period, a 
total of 625 appeals were submitted to the Freedom of Information Commission 
and 43 administrative cases against decisions taken by the Freedom of Information 
Commission are currently pending at the Administrative Court. FOSIM cases have yet 
to provoke positive jurisprudence in regard to the judiciary, which will be in the focus 
of 2009 activities. Decisions in two cases were made by the Administrative Court, 
both negative. Following those decisions, FOSIM developed a litigation strategy to 
challenge court decisions and has a public hearing in front of the Supreme Court 
scheduled for 2009.  

FOSIM cooperated with the Justice Initiative on the CIA Rendition Practices project 
and the campaign regarding the CoE Draft Convention for Access to Official Documents. 
Requests for access to information have been submitted to support the criminal 
litigation in the El Masri’s case. Local advocacy efforts secured intervention by the 
Macedonian representative in the CoE Steering Committee on Human Rights in favor 
of higher standards. Also, FOSIM secured support from the Macedonian civil society 
for the PACE7 Legal Affairs and Human Rights Committee session that took place in 
September 2008 and was actively involved in the campaign for the adoption of the 
CoE Convention for Access to Official Documents.

Additionally, FOSIM supported Transparency Macedonia in the amount of MKD 
1,319,667.00 to develop monthly reports on the situation concerning the fight against 
corruption and crime with special focus on the transparency in the society. Total of 
5 reports were published, plus the annual report summarizing the trends, problems, 
and corruption issues in four fields: (1) public administration and local government; (2) 

7	  Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe.
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judiciary; (3) political system; and (4) economic and financial system. Furthermore, the 
reports were publicly promoted on five press conferences and received great medial 
coverage. All reports can be downloaded at http://www.transparentnost-mk.org.mk/  

Budget: MKD 4.788.198

Corruption Trial Monitoring
Implementing organization: Coalition All for Fair Trials
Donors: FOSIM; OSCE Spillover Mission to Skopje; the Swedish Helsinki Committee 
and the Embassy of Norway
Partners: Civic Association, Bitola; SPPMD, Kavadarci and Spektar, Stip
Aim: to assess the judiciary response to corruption by monitoring trials.

In cooperation with the Coalition All for Fair Trials, FOSIM supported a corruption trial 
monitoring initiative aimed to monitor all court cases on corruption-related offenses. 
Project’s pilot phase was carried out in the last quarter of 2007 and aimed to train 
monitors and test the monitoring methodologies. In the course of 2008, a total of 95 
cases were monitored at 10 courts nationwide. Main conclusion thereof were that: (1) 
corruption is present in all segments of the society, both public and private; (2) most 
of the corruption perpetrators are people with high education degrees and holding 
higher job positions and have not been convicted in the past; (3) investigations 
are too long and mainly incomplete and of poor quality; (4) special investigative 
measures are rarely applied to corruption cases, thus hampering the efficiency of law 
enforcement agencies; and (5) the penalties imposed to perpetrators found guilty are 
set too low and usually pertain to minimum legally stipulated sentences. Monitoring 
findings were published in December 2008 to serve as basis for policy and legislative 
changes. They can be downloaded at www.all4fairtrials.org.mk 

Budget: MKD 503.020  
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Law Monitoring
Implementing organization: FOSIM
Donors: USAID and the Institute for Sustainable Communities
Partner: Reaktor
Aim: to monitor the implementation of the Law on Donations and Sponsorships.

With the support from USAID, and in partnership with Reaktor, FOSIM monitored 
the implementation of the new Law on Donations and Sponsorships and produced a 
policy paper aimed to amend the law and improve the practical enforcement thereof. 
The report aimed to identify the opportunities emerging as a result of the law, the 
challenges in the implementation thereof, as well as to assess whether and how 
legal provisions contained therein could affect the development of philanthropy in 
Macedonia. The general conclusion was that although the said law provides for a good 
framework on private donations, the law and regulations therein still contain certain 
flaws which need to be amended. Most importantly, the law should clarify the status 
of public interest organization, harmonize the definitions and terms used, clarify the 
roles of the Ministry of Justice and the Public Revenue Office, and amend the reporting 
procedure. Improving the legislative framework that affects civil society will continue 
to be FOSIM priority and the activities will be implemented in cooperation with the 
Civil Society Program.

Budget: MKD 180.984
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Monitoring the Institutional Responses 
to Election Irregularities
Implementing organization: Coalition All for Fair Trials
Donors: FOSIM and OSCE Spillover Mission to Skopje
Partners: Ministry of Interior
Aim: to contribute to the democratic election process in the Republic of Macedonia.

The general assessment of both domestic and international accredited observers 
indicating that the 2008 Early Parliamentary Elections failed to meet key OSCE 
and Council of Europe standards and recommendations and the high number of 
irregularities pointed out the fact that certain segments of the election process 
have substantially deteriorated as compared to earlier elections. This was the main 
reason to support the project “Monitoring the Institutional Responses to Election 
Irregularities”. The project aimed to monitor all disciplinary and court proceedings 
undertaken against election perpetrators and to provide objective and comprehensive 
overview of institutional responses to election irregularities, thus contributing to the 
re-establishment of public trust in the election process and the country’s democratic 
capacities. A total of 45 proceedings against 205 persons at 5 courts were subjected 
to monitoring. Based on the monitoring, the interim report was published at the end 
of 2008. The report is comprised of  three parts: (1)  election process problems and 
issues directly related to it; (2) criminal law protection of the election process; and 
(3) brief summary of preliminary conclusions based on analyzed information. As most 
proceedings were not completed by the end of 2008, the project will continue in 2009, 
whereas the final report will be published by July 2009.

Budget: MKD 523.907
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Quality Police Services 
in Roma Areas
Implementing organization/s: FOSIM
Donor/s: OSCE Spillover Mission to Skopje
Partner/s: the Ministry of Interior
Aim: to improve the quality of police services in Roma areas by counter-fighting 
prejudices and stereotypes among  non-Roma police officers.

As follow-up to FOSIM efforts in 2007 and following the first decision of the European 
Court of Human Rights against Macedonia based on the violation of Article 3 from the 
ECHR, involving the police and a Roma citizen, FOSIM implemented a project aimed 
to fight ethnic profiling of police officers against Roma. After securing the support 
from OSCE and the Ministry of Interior, 10 police stations in 9 cities were identified 
and selected for project activities’ implementation due to the high percentage of 
Roma population in the catchment areas thereof.8 The 2007 research results were 
used to design the police training curriculum and in the first half of 2008 200 police 
officers from more than 30 police stations were trained on Roma culture, history and 
tradition and equipped with techniques for recognizing and overcoming prejudices 
and stereotypes, particularly towards Roma. The developed training curriculum was 
delivered to the Ministry of Interior for future training of new police officers.

Budget: MKD 825.831

8	  The selection was made in coordination with partners and national authorities, and 
included the following police stations: Bit Pazar, Cair, Kumanovo, Kocani, Vinica, Prilep, 
Bitola, Tetovo, Gostivar and Debar.
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Assessment of 
Macedonia’s good 
governance potential
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Implementing organization/s: FOSIM  
Donor: FOSIM
Partner: General Secretariat of the Government of the Republic of Macedonia

As initially designed, the project components (Cooperation Agreement signed with 
the Government of the Republic of Macedonia, Assessment of Macedonia’s Good 
Governance Potential and Promotion of the Good Governance Concept) were planned 
to be completed in 2008. Due to the developments regarding the Budget of the 
Republic Macedonia, the project implemented an additional activity, as described 
below. 

The Cooperation Agreement with the Government of the Republic of Macedonia was 
valid until the end of the year. Following are the 2008 results and outcomes:
�� ICT Component – this component, comprised of four activities1, was fully 

implemented. The final activities implemented were as follows:

�� training for the administration (31 trainees from 9 institutions2, added on the 
e-services portal, and conducted in February-March) in charge of the services 
published on the government e-services portal;

�� new 64 procedures were published on the portal and concern  services provided 
by the nine institutions;

�� human resource support to the IT Sector within the General Secretariat;

��  the three PCs used by the hired three IT assistants were handed over to the IT 
Sector after the completion of their engagement. 

1	 ICT standards for state administration; analysis of public administration’s IT needs; 
analysis of most frequently used e-services; human support to IT Sector at the General 
Secretariat.

2	 Migration Agency; Agency for Real Estate Cadastre of the Republic of Macedonia; Youth 
and Sports Agency; Agency for Development and Investment; State Archives of the 
Republic of Macedonia; State Statistical Office; Committee on Relations with Religious 
Communities and Groups; Public Revenue Office; and the Customs Administration of the 
Republic of Macedonia. 
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At international level, the ICT policy recommendations were published on the IDABC3 
website on 14th February and promoted on the East-East Conference: Building 
Administrative Capacity of Public Servants on Central Level, held on 27th  March 2008. 

�� Code of Conduct for Government Ministers, Transfer of General Competences 
to Ministries and Vertical Analysis of a Pilot Ministry According to Good 
Governance Principles – After a meeting with the General Secretary of the 
Government, the project team was not convinced that the Government would 
implement any of the recommendations stemming from the implementation of 
these activities. In addition, the project had negative experience with the adopted 
and immediately revoked Code of Conduct for Government Ministers in December 
2007. Therefore, the FOSIM Executive Board decided to discontinue further 
activities designed as part of these three components.

�� Citizen’s Guide Through Institutions – The model publication of the Ministry of 
Labour and Social Policy was prepared. Again, the Parliamentary Elections held 
in June brought about replacements and new systematization of job positions 
(although the last one was undertaken in April 2008), which postponed the print 
of the MLSP Guide. The valid Agreement did not help in obtaining the latest 
Rulebooks on ministries’ internal organization and job systematization. However, 
the Freedom of Information Act helped in obtaining the documents4 necessary 
to prepare the Guide’s final version, including the latest changes from December 
2008. Therefore, the Executive Board decided to continue this activity in 2009, 
especially because of its importance for the citizens.

Assessment of Macedonia’s Good Governance Potential – At the beginning of the year, 
the eight working groups (established for eight different areas: economy, judiciary 

3	 Interoperable Delivery of European e-Government Services to public administrations, 
businesses and citizens.

4	 FOI request was sent to 15 ministries and the General Secretariat. Only 50% replied in 30 
days, as stipulated by the law, the remaining institutions responded later. Two ministries 
have not responded at all. 
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reforms, social issues, local government, health, education, human rights, and 
monitoring public funds management) submitted their reports. After a peer review 
process, it was decided to publicly present all results, findings and recommendations 
for each of the areas separately and also to publish a summary document for all eight.

The contents of the eight reports were deemed significant, thus it was decided to be 
widely distributed and properly covered. Eight public presentations were organized 
for each of the eight reports in the aftermath of the Parliamentary Elections, in 
the period 8 October  - 28  November. Given the time-span between the concluding 
reporting period in 2007 and their public presentation in October/November 2008, the 
presentations included updated, both positive and negative, changes. Great interest5 
was shown by all stakeholders, the international community, broadcasting and printed 
media. The eight reports and the audio recordings of the corresponding events were 
published on the project portal. They received rather positive feedback, both in terms 
of reports’ contents and their importance in the light of the country’s EU progress  and 
the improvement of state institutions’ performance. 

After incorporating comments from  event participants and working group members as 
regards the recent developments in the eight areas analyzed, the summary report was 
prepared with recommendations for each area. The summary report is being printed. 

Promotion of the Good Governance Concept – the designed three activities: good 
governance web portal; e-newsletter and good governance award for institutions 
were implemented as planned. 
The web portal, www.gg.org.mk, was continuously upgraded with the latest 
information from worldwide sources and project events and documents. By the end of 
2008, there were around 9,000 visits, indicating the increasing interest for the topic. 
Visitors’ answers to the portal survey questions were mainly negative and ranged 
within 55-77%. 

5	 Approximately 300 participants.
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Four quarterly electronic newsletters were published on the good governance web 
portal. The editorial board6 selected various current topics related to good governance 
in Macedonia, including practices from other countries where the concept has been 
developed. Authors of published articles were selected by means of open calls for 
targeted topics. These four and the two 2007 editions of the e-newsletter counted 
3,300 visits.
The Good Governance Award was given7 to three institutions in three categories: 
central institutions (Customs Administration of the Republic of Macedonia), muni
cipalities (Municipality of Veles) and national independent organizations (MAPAS – 
Agency for Fully Funded Pension Insurance). Twenty six institutions applied for the 
award on the open competitions, which explains the two-stage selection process: 
a questionnaire (on the rule of law, transparency and financial management) and 
additional criteria for selection (audit reports, indebtedness of municipalities, data from 
the Public Procurement Office, cases in front of the Ombudsman, and desk-research 
of information published on  institutions’ websites). In addition to the recognition for 
the institutions, the project awarded  $ 10,000 to each selected institution after they 
submitted relevant project proposals. The approved projects related to:

�� Introduction of e-Learning System at the Customs Administration; 

�� Promotion of Corporate Social Responsibility through Community Participation – 
Municipality of Veles;

�� Strengthening Human Resource Capacity of MAPAS. 

Budget of the Republic of Macedonia – In line with the analyzed area concerning public 
spending, the project added two activities related to the analysis of the 2008 Budget 
of the Republic of Macedonia. This was due to the budget adjustment for 250 million 
EUR adopted in a 15-minutes parliamentary procedure in mid July. The working group 
developed a document, which was publicly presented on 19 September. As the event 
provided constructive discussions from the invitees, it was printed as inserters in 

6	  Vanco Uzunov, Abdylmenaf Bexheti, Aleksandar Markovski.
7	  The official award ceremony were held on 3 July 2008.
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the daily newspapers8. Both, the Analysis of the 2008 Rebalanced Budget and the 
inserters were also published on FOSIM and project’s websites.

In order to continue the monitoring of the budgeting process and public funds 
allocation according to government declared priorities, the Executive Board approved 
the expanded activity for the 2009 Budget of the Republic of Macedonia, to be 
completed by March 2009. Relevant institutions9 were planned to be surveyed as 
regards the budgeting process in December, prior to the official adoption of the Budget 
submitted to the Parliament. Planned future activities include public presentation of 
the full document, and the analysis of the 2009 budget revenues and expenditures 
and relevant recommendations. 

Budget: MKD 13.464.296

8	  80,000 inserters in 5 newspapers on 2 October 2008. 
9	  Ministry of Finance sectors (strategic planning, macroeconomic policy and fiscal strategy, 

budget, municipalities’ budgeting process, public investment program, internal audit); 
Parliamentary Committee on Finance and Budget; first-line budget beneficiaries; and 
municipalities.
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Civil society program
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Living in Multiethnic Environment 
– Citizens with Equal Rights, 
Opportunities and Protection
Implementing organization: FOSIM 
Donors: European Commission and FOSIM
Partners: NGO Common Values, Skopje and network of 12 NGO Support Centers
Aim: to improve the status of minority groups and to strengthen capacities for active 
participation in public policy making on local and national level.

The project (January 2007 – October 2009) is comprised of the following components: 
1) capacity building and networking of NGOs, institutions, media; 2) lobbying and 
advocacy and public awareness building; and 3) monitoring local administration. 
In 2008, 250 NGOs and institutions attended a total of 33 training sessions and 
14 thematic workshops related to the rights of non-majority ethnic communities. 
Training of Trainers created a core group of 13 trainers on different aspects of minority 
issues. Mutual communication and cooperation of NGOs and public institutions 
working in the field of minority rights protection, as well as media were strengthened 
through networking and thematic meetings, and regional workshops.  Issues of 
common interest were identified and discussed on a series of 11 public debates and 
6 TV debates, accompanied with the awareness raising campaign Under the Same 
Sun aimed to promote multiethnic values and mutual respect between the ethnic 
communities in Macedonia. The one-day multiethnic happening in Skopje gathered 
more than 6,000 visitors, who were able to get familiarized with different ethnic 
communities’ culture and tradition. Folk costumes, handcrafts, culinary specialties 
and folk dances from different towns were presented by 800 participants in the event.
The local administration in 24 municipalities was monitored by 12 monitoring teams. 
From January 2008 they monitored the implementation of international and domestic 
legislation related to minority rights. Final monitoring reports and recommendations 
will be produced by June 2009.
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Project activities are regularly promoted on the project website www.podistosonce.
org.mk.    
The project is funded by the European Union within  EIDHR – Campaign 4: Advancing 
Equality, Tolerance and Peace and FOSIM and implemented by FOSIM in cooperation 
with the NGO Common Values and the former 12 NGO Support Centers in the regions 
of Veles, Prilep, Stip, Kicevo, Struga Resen, Gevgelija, Negotino, Strumica, Delcevo, 
Kratovo, Debar, Kumanovo and Tetovo.

Budget: MKD 29.074.430

Community Forums Program
Implementing organization/s: FOSIM; Center for Institutional Development (CIRa); 
Macedonian Center for International Cooperation (MCIC); Association for Democratic 
Initiatives (ADI) and Alka
Donor: Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC)
Partner/s: Association of Local Self-Government Units (ZELS), Strategic Development 
Consulting – Forum Coordination Unit, Municipalities of Prilep, Kicevo, Gjorce Petrov, 
Debar, Cair, Strumica, Caska, Karbinci, Kocani, Novo Selo, Bitola, Resen, Berovo, Sveti 
Nikole, Dolneni and Saraj 
Aim: to support a participatory community development at local level. The Forum is 
a development platform: 1) for the citizens to improve their life with own ideas and 
participation and 2) for the administration to develop participatory, accountable and 
trustworthy local governance. 

This is a long-term program (2006-2010), financed by SDC and the municipalities where 
the program is implemented. FOSIM is one of the implementing organizations of the 
Community Forums Program. The program consists of organizing discussions (forum 
sessions) and between-session work, where municipal administration and citizens 
– various stakeholders (NGOs, youth, pensioners, teachers, medical doctors, sports 
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associations, businesses) assess municipal priority needs. By means of structured 
and guided discussions, they transform local priorities into specific project ideas and 
provide recommendations for solving community problems. On the last session, all 
forum participants jointly select the best and most relevant projects to be funded by 
the program fund. 
FOSIM implemented the Community Forums Program - inception phase in the  
Municipality of Prilep (September 2006 - April 2008). The successful implementation 
of the inception phase in the Municipalities of Prilep, Kicevo and Gjorce Petrov  
provided the basis for program’s further expansion in other municipalities.
The Municipalities of Debar, Cair, Strumica, Caska and Karbinci were selected for the 
program’s first phase (March 2008 - August 2009). FOSIM implemented the community 
forums in Debar and Cair. During the seven forum sessions, the citizens from Debar 
and Cair developed 9 and 10 projects, respectively. On the last sessions held in 
December 2008, two projects in Cair were selected for financing by the program fund: 
Communal Dustbins and Amusement Park in Topaansko Pole and 4 projects in Debar: 
Reconstruction of the Facade and Arrangement of the Plateau and the Sidewalks of 
the  Old Gymnastic Hall in Debar, Amusement Park, Supplying the library of the school 
“Sait Najdeni” with didactic teaching aids and books, and Preparation of Technical 
Documents for the Reconstruction of the Gymnasium. Project fund in Cair consisted of 
2,000,000 MKD provided by the Municipality of Cair and 4,000,000 MKD by SDC, and in 
Debar 2,000,000 MKD by the Municipality of Debar and 6,000,000 MKD by SDC. 
The program’s second phase (October 2008 - April 2010) is carried out in 8 
municipalities: Kocani, Novo Selo, Berovo, Sveti Nikole, Saraj, Resen, Bitola and 
Dolneni. FOSIM implements community forums in Kocani and Novo Selo. Two forum 
discussions were organized in November and December 2008. 160 participants in 
Novo Selo selected Improving the Communal Infrastructure and Environment as their 
priority topic, and 180 participants in Kocani selected Infrastructural Arrangement of 
the City and the Surrounding Communities to be the topic on which the forum will 
work in the next sessions until June 2009.

Budget: MKD 4.149.188
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How Inclusive is  
the Macedonian Society?
Implementing organization: FOSIM
Donor: FOSIM
Aim: to raise awareness about the status of vulnerable groups and the existence of 
open or hidden discrimination in the Macedonian society.

FOSIM commissioned a survey on the topic How Inclusive is the Macedonian Society, 
as part of which the prevalence of citizens’ stereotypes and the dynamic thereof were 
searched in regard to discrimination of Roma, homosexuals, drugs and alcohol addicts, 
persons with intellectual and physical disability and sexual workers. In general, the 
results obtained showed a worrying level of non-acceptance and discrimination 
against the members of the said groups by Macedonian citizens. Particular intolerance 
has been expressed towards drugs and alcohol addicts, almost equally strong were 
the prejudices towards sexual workers and homosexuals and in some aspects towards 
Roma in particular geographic regions. 
The findings, which emerged from this survey, were published in Macedonian and 
English languages and distributed to national, local and international institutions and 
NGOs. 

Budget: MKD 525.254

Revealed Testimonies
Implementing organization: FOSIM
Donor: FOSIM
Aim: to provide the public with the alternative side of history, daily life of soldiers 
and civilians from the region of Kratovo and Probistip during the First World War 
(1914-1918).
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FOSIM purchased the original letters and other documents of the Macedonian soldiers 
from the Kratovo and Probistip region, who were mobilized in the Serbian and Bulgarian 
army and imprisoned during the First World War (1914-1918) at Austro-Hungarian 
war camps. This presents people’s everyday live during the Great War, which was 
not written by the winners. It is an aspect of our history that has been insufficiently 
explored, neglected and suppressed by political, military and diplomatic bodies. 
An archival and field research was carried out based on the information collected in 
those documents. An inventory where all the collected materials were complied was 
published. Public promotions of the inventory and exhibitions of the documents and 
interviews were organized in Skopje and Kratovo with the aim to provide the public 
with the alternative side of history. 
FOSIM financially supported the Association of the Children Refuges from the Aegean 
Part of Macedonia to publish the exhibition catalog  60 Years of Exodus 1948-2008 
dedicated to the Macedonian exodus at the time of the civil war in Greece.

Budget: MKD 924.765

History and Apocrypha - 
Demythologization of 2001
Implementing organization: FOSIM
Donor: FOSIM
Aim: to find answers and provide the public with facts on the events and actors from 
the 2001 armed conflict in Macedonia.

A chronology of events and the bibliography on the crisis was compiled by a team 
comprised of two experts (Macedonian and Albanian). Albanian and English books on 
the crises were translated into Macedonian and/or into Albanian language; Macedonian 
authors reviewed the books published by Albanian authors and vice versa. These 
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books contain reasons and factors for the 2001 crisis presented in  different manner 
by Macedonian and Albanian direct or indirect conflict actors.   
Following were the books published: Conflict in Macedonia: Terrorism or Fight for  
Rights by Sandra Ismanovski (in Macedonian and Albanian languages); Negotiations 
for Achieving the Ohrid Agreement (in Macedonian language) by Veton Ljatifi; NLA 
from Battle to Battle (in Macedonian language) by Fazli Veliu; NLA Message and Hope, 
part I and II (in Macedonian language) by Petrit Menaj; Macedonia: Warlords & Rebels 
in the Balkans by John Philips (in Macedonian and Albanian languages), selection of 
texts on  the 2001 conflict (in Macedonian language) by Mair Iseini, Petrit Menaj and 
Rufi Osmani.  
Translation and publishing of other books will continue and public debates - involving 
authors of different materials related to the conflict will be organized to disclose both 
sides of the story.

Budget: MKD 1.406.706

Support to the National Civil Society 
Forum/Platform
Implementing organization/s: FOSIM, MCIC, Forum, Megjasi, CIRa, SOZM, ADI, CCI
Donors: European Agency for Reconstruction and members of the network Civic 
Platform of Macedonia
Partner/s: 29 NGOs, members of the network Civic Platform of Macedonia (CPM)
Aim: to strengthen the role of the civil society sector under changed and challenging 
environment, increase its influence and contribution to social changes, democracy and 
responsible governance.

Project’s components and main objectives were as follows: stimulating communication 
among NGOs, improving legal and fiscal framework, developing self-regulation 
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capacities and increasing their dialogue with other sectors. FOSIM coordinated 
activities within the Improved Legal and Fiscal Framework for CSOs component, but 
also implemented activities from other components coordinated by MCIC, Forum and 
Megjasi. The project began in May 2006 and lasted until November 2007. The project  
was extended until February 2008. 
As part of the project implementation, FOSIM organized regional NGO fairs in Strumica, 
Debar, Delcevo and Negotino and participated on the 7th National NGO Fair in Skopje 
by organizing a thematic forum on the issue of civil society’s role in monitoring central 
and local government,  three workshops acquainting CPM members with the Law on 
Sponsorships and Donations, the Law on Citizens’ Associations and Foundations 
and the Government’s Strategy for Cooperation with Citizens’ Organizations and a 
regional conference on the civil society’s legal and fiscal frameworks. FOSIM activities 
aimed to raise awareness for further improvement of legal regulations affecting NGOs 
in the country and emphasize the importance of civil society participation in policy 
development. 

Budget: MKD 11.404

Youth in Action: Financial and 
Technical Assistance to Youth NGO for 
Community-Oriented Projects
Implementing organization/s: FOSIM
Donors: FOSIM, World Bank - Office Skopje, Small Grant Program, Balkan Trust for 
Democracy
Aim: to support active participation of youth in fostering concrete policy changes 
in the Macedonian society and to provide capacity building and financial support to 
Youth NGOs practical-results oriented projects. 
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The project was comprised of three components: promotion of the National Youth 
Strategy priorities, youth NGOs capacity building, and financial support for concrete-
results oriented projects.   
In the period 2006-2007, the capacity building phase provided series of on-the-
job training tailored to applicant organizations’ needs, mentoring support for the 
implementation of nine financially supported concrete-results-oriented projects of 
youth NGOs and organization of several joint events  for project participants aimed to 
summarize and promote the results from the implemented projects. 
The final project report, a small booklet describing all project events, grants and 
major outcomes was published in Macedonian and English language. It was promoted 
on a joint event with all project participants and accompanied with discussions on 
youth issues and presentations of youth projects and programs.

Budget: MKD 136.768

Youth Combating  
Social Exclusion 
Implementing organization/s: FOSIM
Donors: FOSIM, World Bank Office Skopje – Small Grant Program
Aim: to raise awareness and visualize the social exclusion and to support active 
participation of youth in bringing changes aimed to reduce  social exclusion among 
youth. 

This project was implemented in the period May 2007 -  September 2008. The capacity 
building component provided Training of Trainers for youth activists on relevant 
topics (multipliers), who further implemented peer workshops at their youth NGOs. 
The second project component was focused on financing projects proposed by youth 
NGOs. Seven projects were selected for funding. Mentoring support was provided in 
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regard to project  development and implementation. Supported projects promoted 
creativity and equal access to public institutions, developed bon-ton culture towards 
the disabled young people and addressed issues of unemployment and education of 
youth in rural areas, especially young girls.
www.MNVO.blog.com.mk offered youth NGOs timely and appropriate information on 
issues of their interest. It informed on different events and success stories, resource 
materials, on-going training and funding opportunities. 

Budget: MKD 1.274.132

Delta Rainbow Training
Implementing organization/s: Delta for the Balkans, Kosovo
Donors: FOSIM; Roma Participation Program, OSI Budapest and Delta for the 
Balkans 
Partner/s: FOSIM; NGO Common Values, Skopje; Center for Sustainable Community 
Development, Debar and NGO Mesecina, Gostivar
Aim: to produce examples of affirmative dialogue and cooperation between ethnically 
or religiously divided groups or communities and to build multiethnic training teams.

The regional initiative for Training the Trainers on the topic Dialogue for Human 
Rights and Democracy was implemented by Delta for the Balkans, based in Kosovo 
and targeted participants from different parts of the former Yugoslavia1 and different 
ethnic communities. The training was organized in 2006-2007 in four phases (each 
organized in a different country from the region), and accompanied with fieldwork in 
relevant countries. Four participants from Macedonia participated in the initiative and 
comprised a team of trainers with the representatives from different NGOs belonging 
to different ethnic communities (one Macedonian, two Albanians and one Roma). 
As a result of the training and the fieldwork, a project proposal to be implemented 

1  Macedonia, Serbia, Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Kosovo.
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in Macedonia was drafted and aimed to produce concrete examples of affirmative 
dialogue and cooperation between ethnically and religiously divided high school 
groups and to build interethnic relations. 

Budget: MKD 50.028

Roma Fellows 
Implementing organization: FOSIM
Donors: FOSIM and RIO-Budapest, Hungary
Aim: to strengthen personal professional skills of a selected number of fellows by 
providing opportunities for mentoring support and financial support for their education 
and career advancement plans for a period of maximum one year.

Ramco Kundevski and Adem Ademi, 2007/08 fellows completed the fellowship 
program and acquired positions in relevant international/national institutions.
The following three fellows were selected for the 2008/09 period: Orhan Usein, 
political science graduate; Fatima Osmanovska, social work and policy senior student 
and Akif Kariman, medicine freshmen.  
Following the personal annual fellowship plan developed with his mentor, Orhan 
Usein contributed to various ongoing projects in FOSIM and successfully managed the 
production and distribution of the publication How Inclusive is the Macedonian Society. 
He participated on capacity building training, and attended number of relevant Roma 
Decade activities in Macedonia and abroad. As part of the personal development plan, 
Orhan successfully completed and passed TOEFL and TestDaF.
Highly motivated and devoted to her plan, mentored by the Public Health Program 
Coordinator, Fatima benefited from the involvement in numerous operational activities 
of the Public Health Program, thus contributing to the successful competition of 
certain activities. She attended various Roma Decade-related activities, as well as 
capacity building training. During the fellowship, Fatima managed to keep up with her 
studies.  
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Akif Kariman used the fellowship partially. His tasks were mainly administrative 
an in reference to the start up of the Fellowship Program 2008/09. Even though his 
interest and motivation were high, being the first year medicine student, he decided 
to completely devote his attention to the studies. 

 Budget: MKD 533.272

Roma Women Initiatives
Implementing organization: Akcija Zdruzenska
Donor: RIO – Budapest (Roma Women’s Initiatives)
Aim: to strengthen the Roma women’s movement in Macedonia by developing 
permanent training and advocacy resources.

The main objective of the project was the development of a pool of 10 young Roma 
women, skilled to transfer specific knowledge and skills on advocating for Roma 
women rights in Macedonia. The project implementation included detailed program 
design, development of training materials and designing the list of requirements for 
the trainees. 
After participants’ selection, ToT was provided by Akcija Zdruzenska team in three 
3-days training modules. ToT covered the following topics: gender relations, women 
human rights, history of women’s movement, and key issues for Roma women in 
Macedonia; advocacy and lobbying and communication and negotiation. Between the 
modules, different assignments were given to participants, designed to encourage 
them to use and practice skills and knowledge gained on the training. Also, consultation 
and assistance was continuously offered to the trainees. Trainees had the opportunity 
to practice training delivery in pairs under the supervision and assistance from Akcija 
Zdruzenska trainers. 13 candidates attended the training sessions and 9 of them 
finished all training modules. 
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The training team was comprised of two members from the pool of trainers at Akcija 
Zdruzenska.

Budget: MKD 1.343.740

FOSIM for the Roma
Implementing organization: FOSIM
Donor: FOSIM
Aim: to promote FOSIM Roma-related activities in all of its programs.

On the occasion of 8 April, the International Roma Day, FOSIM published a brochure 
on its activities with and for the Roma, implemented in the period 2005-2008. The 
brochure aimed to inform the public on FOSIM contribution to the Decade of Roma 
Inclusion, to express special gratitude to partners and donors as regards the joint 
cooperation, and to advocate in front of other relevant state actors to commit  to the 
improvement of Roma population status  in the society. 
The brochure was published in Macedonian, Roma and English languages and 
distributed as inserters  in the daily newspapers.   

Budget: MKD 140.437

Decade of Roma Inclusion - 
Communication with the Government 
Implementing organization: Center for Roma Community Drom, Kumanovo 
Donors: Embassy of Switzerland and FOSIM
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Aim: to strengthen Roma integration in the mainstreamed processes by identifying the  
basic directions and methods in the implementation of the Decade of Roma Inclusion.

FOSIM financially supported the implementation of this project, which aimed to 
encourage better cooperation between Roma NGOs and the central government by 
means of joint meetings and discussions on Roma issues as basis for future joint 
activities and actions. A lobby group comprised of prominent Roma individuals was 
established to represent Roma needs and problems in front of the Government. 

Budget: MKD 263.523

Women’s Center in Debar
Implementing organization: NGO Women’s Center, Debar
Donor: FOSIM
Aim: to provide basis for operation of the NGO Women’s Center in Debar. 
Women’s Center is a multiethnic NGO that implements project activities aimed to 
promote gender equality, protection against domestic violence and at the same 
time promote interethnic cooperation between girls and women from Macedonian 
and Albanian communities. FOSIM provided support to this organization as regards 
the  procurement of basic technical equipment (computers, printer and photocopy  
machine).

Budget: MKD 54.834
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Public Survey on the Early Elections
Implementing organization: FOSIM
Donor: FOSIM
Aim: to measure citizens’ attitudes regarding main political issues before the Early 
Parliamentary Elections. 

FOSIM engaged a team of experts to conduct a survey on citizens’ attitudes on the 
main political issues, EU and NATO integration, and the country’s perspectives  prior 
to the Early Parliamentary Elections. The survey was conducted on the entire territory 
of Macedonia on a representative sample of potential voters. 

Budget: MKD 494.067

Re-Socialization  
of Ex-Combatants
Implementing organization: Association of Reserve Soldiers – Participants in the 
Events from 2001-2002, Prilep 
Donor: FOSIM 
Aim: to contribute to peace and long-term stability in Macedonia by re-socialization 
of ex-combatants - participants in the 2001 conflict in Macedonia. 

In order to prevent social exclusion of ex-combatants and to improve their skills 
for accessing the labor market, since 2005 FOSIM has supported the citizens’ 
associations of former participants in military activities on both sides of the conflict. 
In 2007, FOSIM awarded a grant to the Association of Reserve Soldiers – Participants 
in the Events from 2001-2002 from Prilep aimed to provide craftsmanship courses for  
5 members of the Association and completion of secondary education for 15 members 
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of the Association, that is expected to last until early 2009. In addition, in 2008 a grant 
to the same organization was awarded for secondary education of 20 participants in 
the 2001 conflict.  

Budget: MKD 317.383

Local Volunteer Service
Implementing organization/s: Youth Cultural Center – Bitola
Donors: FOSIM; Balkan Trust for Democracy and the US Embassy
Partners: Youth Alliance, Tetovo; AGTIS, Prilep; Women Organization, Sveti Nikole; 
Council for Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency, Kavadarci and Youth Council, Ohrid
Aim: to support sustainable development of volunteerism through integration of 
voluntary programs at public institutions, NGOs and governmental departments and 
to contribute to the implementation of reforms in the process of education and social 
protection by implementing the Law on Volunteerism on local level. 

The project activities incorporated establishment and development of the Local 
Volunteer Services (LVS) in Bitola, Tetovo, Sveti Nikole, Kavadarci, Prilep and Ohrid, 
campaign for the promotion of volunteerism and a concluding national conferences 
on exchange of experiences between volunteers and institutions. LVS are opened for 
all citizens and potential users of voluntary services. With its work, LVS influenced 
the positive development of the civil society and its values by stimulating active 
participation of young people and other citizens in finding solutions to different 
problems in the local community, and supporting social protection measures at 
local level. A total of 50 volunteers were engaged, mainly at public institutions 
(3/4) and NGOs. LVS also developed partnerships with public institutions, NGOs and 
governmental institutions that will lead to successful implementation of the Law on 
Volunteerism.

Budget: MKD 614.568
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Stop Mobbing
Implementing organization: NGO Feminist Initiative
Donor: FOSIM
Aim: to raise citizens’ awareness and to inform the public on the issue of mobbing. 

A research on the existence of mobbing was carried out. 1,000 citizens with 
different profiles (teachers and professors, health institutions’ employees, NGOs 
representatives) were interviewed. Research results were presented in public and 
discussed on a public debate organized with professionals: lawyers, psychiatrists, 
medical experts, psychologists, NGO members and social workers. The website 
with useful information on the mobbing issue was developed (www.mobbing.mk) 
and a brochure was published in order to inform citizens as regards the methods on 
recognizing mobbing and responses to such behavior in the working environment.  

Budget: MKD 99.500

Educational and Fun Daily Center  
for Street Children
Implementing organization: Association for Child Rights Protection
Donor: FOSIM
Partner/s: First Children’s Embassy in the World – Megasi; Ministry of Labour and 
Social Policy; NGO Nadez
Aim: to improve the living conditions of Roma street children in the settlement Suto 
Orizari by provision of assistance and support in line with their needs, and through 
individual and group, direct and immediate, educational and counseling work with 
street children and their parents.
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A total of 486 children aged 4 to 14 are registered in Suto Orizari. These children 
and their families live in extreme poverty, in improvised „houses“, without adequate 
sanitation. Due to their low social status, the families are not in position to provide 
adequate care for their children and secure basic living conditions, hygiene, regular 
meals, education, etc. 
For a period of six months, FOSIM supported activities that resulted in everyday 
(Monday-Friday) care for 30 children, addressing their basic needs on hygiene, meals, 
clothes and shoes, education, sport and recreation and organization of free-time 
activities, as well as their needs for attention and love.  Additionally, level of parents’ 
responsibility for their children and  knowledge on their legal obligations, as well as 
correct exercise of  parents’ rights were raised.

Budget: MKD 623.268

Celebration of  4th Anniversary from 
the Establishment of the Macedonian 
Association for Free Sexual 
Orientation (MASSO) with the Promotion of the 
Yogyakarta Principles for the Rights of LGBT People and the 
Installation  Letter to an Unknown Friend 

Implementing organization: F.R.I.K. Cultural Initiatives Development Formation
Donors: FOSIM; COC – Netherlands; Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands; 
Macedonian Post Office 
Partner/s: COC – Netherlands; Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands; 
Macedonian Post Office
Aim: to encourage artists to share their work with the general public and the society, 
thus eliminating the stereotypes and achieving visibility of the LGBT community in the 
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Republic of Macedonia with the promotion of the publication on Yogyakarta principles 
and the installation of photographs and poetry at the headquarters of thePost Office 
in Skopje. 

The celebration of the 4th anniversary from the foundation of MASSO, the first 
organization that publicly works on the promotion of rights and development of 
culture of LGBT people in the Republic of Macedonia, included  a series of events 
which demonstrated that LGBT people are citizens of the country with same needs 
and rights as other citizens. They exist, work, create and do not intend to withdraw 
despite the imposed conservatism and moralization context where difference in 
orientation and views are judged. Different and equal is the only formula to achieve 
open society. 

The installation Letter to an Unknown Friend included photographs and poetry by 
Koco Andonovski conceptualized with a circle of self-realization in five parts: Birth, 
Dialogues, Escape, Undressing and Dressing. It opened the issues of the complicated 
period the author experienced after his public disclosure on national TV station as the 
first gay person that ever appeared in public in the Republic of Macedonia. 

Budget: MKD 203.225

ESPAD Research in Macedonia
Implementing organization: NGO Kontakt
Donors: FOSIM; European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drugs Addiction 
(EMCDDA)
Aim: to assess and compare attitudes of the Macedonian youth towards smoking, 
alcohol and drugs use by using the standardized questionnaire and unified methodology 
applied in more than 30 countries throughout Europe.
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ESPAD is a research on smoking, alcohol and drugs use, conducted every 4 years in 
more than 30 countries Europe-wide (initiated in 1995). It targets students at the age 
of 16 years. Standard unified questionnaire and unified methodology and timeframe 
are applied in each country in order to enable comparisons among the countries. 
The implementation of ESPAD research was of great importance in the light of 
learning the attitudes and behavior of young people towards cigarettes, alcohol 
and drugs. The analysis of the results will serve as an initial base for developing 
preventive activities aimed to reduce the number of young people who use cigarettes, 
alcohol and illegal drugs. 

Budget: MKD 378.225

Regional Research Promotion Program
Implementing organization: FOSIM
Donors/Partner: University of Fribourg, Interfaculty Institute for Central and Eastern 
Europe (IICEE), Switzerland, Commissioned by SDC.
Aim (general): sustainable transition-relevant social research capacities in the 
Western Balkan region contribute to social, economic and institutional reforms 
in the individual countries, as well as to their regional integration. ( www.rrpp-
westernbalkans.net) 

FOSIM was invited to serve as Local Coordination Unit in Macedonia to provide 
administrative and logistic support for the implementation phase (2008-2011) 
of the Regional Research Promotion Program in the Western Balkans (RRPP-WB). 
CRPM, Skopje, commissioned by IICEE, issued a context analysis accompanied with 
recommendations on advancing the status of social science research in the country.  
In a separate competitive process the following research institutions were selected 
as partners to the program: UKIM, Faculty of Law - Political Science Department and 
Faculty of Philosophy - Gender Studies, Skopje; SEEU, Tetovo; Euro Balkan, Skopje 
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and FORUM-CSRD, Skopje. All organizations will focus their research on jointly 
defined general research topic: Knowledge, Power and Social Change. 
Partners benefited from the extensive consultation process to develop their final 
individual research ideas. Capacity building and networking opportunities attracted 
attention of predominantly young researchers, especially women. Four out of six 
submitted projects were awarded RRPP support, which in addition to the capacity 
building and networking component include grants in the average amount of € 15.000 
annually per partner for research and related activities. 
By 2011, RRPP-WB will be active in Macedonia and Bosnia (2008) and Albania, Kosovo, 
Serbia and Montenegro (2009). 1 million CHF per year are available for interventions 
in the region. 

Budget:MKD 781.270 

SPIN-OFF 
organizations 
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Institutional Support for  
Former NGO Support Centres
The 12 former NGO Support Centers (NGOSCs) in Veles, Prilep, Stip, Kicevo, Debar, 
Struga, Resen, Strumica, Negotino, Gevgelija, Delcevo and Kratovo, established as 
part of  two long-term projects financed with Swiss1 and EU2 funds, were registered 
as individual NGOs in 2007 with the technical and institutional support from FOSIM. 
In 2008, in order to provide the basis for the operation of these organizations, 
FOSIM continued to provide grants for their institutional support. The program 
activities of eight organizations are financially supported by other donors, as follows: 
USAID, Regional Environmental Center, UN Global Environmental Fund, Netherlands 
Development Organization, OSCE, German Marshal Fund, Milieu Contact, and 
Macedonian Centar for International Cooperation. 
The main operation priorities of the 12 former NGOSCs are: to support civil sector in 
their regions of operation, to achieve sustainable community development by mobilizing 
local resources, to initiate cross-border cooperation projects which could be funded by 
EU funds and to develop European values and standards. 

In addition, FOSIM provided funds for reconstruction of premises of  the former NGO 
Support Center in Stip, that were received free-of-charge for the next ten years from 
the local kindergarden and local government in Stip. The other nine Centres (in Veles, 
Prilep, Delcevo, Debar, Struga, Resen, Gevgelija, Strumica and Negotino) have already 
provided free of charge premises in the past years. 

Budget: MKD 6.056.049

1	 Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation and FOSIM financially supported 
establishment and operation of four NGO Support Centers in Veles, Prilep, Stip, and Kicevo 
in the period 2000 - 2006. 

2	 European Agency for Reconstruction and FOSIM established and managed eight NGO 
Support Centers in Strumica, Gevgelija, Delcevo, Kratovo, Negotino, Resen, Struga and 
Debar in the period 2003 - 2006.



128 Foundation Open Society Institute - Macedonia annual report  2008

Akcija Zdruzenska 
Akcija Zdruzenska (AZ) focused its operation on: promotion of gender equality culture 
and improvement of policies and practices on local level, influence policy makers 
on national, regional and international level, enrichment of resources for better 
information and upgrading knowledge on gender equality and women rights. Activities 
of AZ are divided in the following program areas: Gender Integration, Information 
Initiatives, Violence Against Women, Global Access. 
Activities within the new program Monitoring of Gender Equality in the Local 
Government started in 2008 and aimed to develop policies and practices for 
continuous monitoring of gender equality, as well as to enhance women activism for 
participation in monitoring and creation of gender equality policies and practices. The 
implementation of the Law on Equal Opportunities for Men and Women was monitored 
in order to provide recommendations in light of  more efficient implementation of legal 
regulations. 
Activities within the project Establishing Unified and Positive Practices in Combating 
Domestic Violence in Macedonia were finalized in the course of 2008. Handbooks 
with theoretical concepts, international and national legal framework and structure, 
characteristics and role of each system actor on protection of domestic violence, 
as well as specific measures and standards for adequate implementation of legal 
regulations in this field were published and promoted. AZ was involved in the working 
groups for the development of the National Strategy of the Republic of Macedonia for 
Protection Against Domestic Violence 2008-2011 and the Joint Protocol for Action of  
Relevant Actors within the System for Protection Against Domestic Violence.  
As part of the project Developmental Aid and Gender from the International Network 
of Gender Policies, AZ realized an initial assessment of gender equality in the pre-
accession assistance for Macedonia. 
Representatives of AZ participated on regional and international conferences 
organized to discuss gender issues and women rights. 

Budget: MKD 1.454.333
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Common Values
Main activities of Common Values were directed towards promotion of legal 
regulations related to the rights of ethnic communities, strengthening capacities 
of NGOs in order to successfully address problems and needs of ethnic minorities, 
and active participation in policy creation on local level, as well as international 
cooperation and exchange of experiences in dealing with issues related to the rights 
of ethnic communities. 
In 2008, Common Values implemented the following projects: Minority Rights in 
Practice in SEE (MRP), Interethnic Dialogue in High-schools (MOZAIK), Only I can 
Give my Vote and Living in Multiethnic Environment – Citizens with Equal Rights, 
Opportunities and Protection3. These projects were implemented with financial 
support from the European Commission, UNDP, Delta for the Balkans, King Baudouin 
Foundation and FOSIM. As a continuation of the efforts aimed to deepen interethnic 
dialogue and collaboration, and as part ofthe MRP project, Common Values produced 
and published the Analysis of the Interethnic Relations in Republic of Macedonia. 
The analysis was translated and published in 7 languages spoken in the Republic of 
Macedonia. It provides a comprehensive overview in  regard to the trust, cohabitation 
and citizens’ perceptions of interethnic relations.
MOZAIK project was implemented in three ethnically mixed high-schools in Skopje, 
Tetovo and Gostivar  (Macedonians, Albanians, Turks and Roma). An these schools, 
teams of teachers were established and  trainined on human rights and work in 
multiethnic environment. 
The project Only I Can Give my Vote was implemented in six municipalities from 
western and southwest areas of Macedonia and aimed to strengthen the democratic 
processes in Macedonia by eliminating proxy and family voting on the Local and 
Presidential Elections. All project activities were accompanied with awareness raising 
campaign (brochures, TV debates, badges and paper bags) with a message to exercise 
the right to vote and to combat family and proxy voting. 
Common Values participated on several regional events and meetings.   

Budget: MKD 1.403.342

3	 As FOSIM’s partner.
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Contemporary Art Center
Contemporary Art Center (CAC) activities aimed at cultural and social development of  
citizens, improved quality of art production and audience, as well as strengthening 
independent cultural initiatives in the Republic of Macedonia and in the region. As 
of 2008, the main focus of CAC activities is on the project Rural Communities Culture 
financed by FOSIM and the Swiss Cultural Program Prohelvetia. The project supported 
development and implementation of local cultural initiatives in rural areas of Debar, 
Centar Zupa, Tetovo and Rostuse. 
In addition, CAC continued the implementation of other projects and activities: Platform 
for Cultural and Social Development of Rural Regions in Western Balkan, supported by 
East-East Program; support for art scene with independent exhibitions organized by 
CAC; annual award for young artist DENES and joint international exhibitions of the 
award winners from all countries, in cooperation with the New York Foundation for 
Civil Society; and support for the 2008 Cultural Summer festival in the Reka region. 
With these activities CAC contributed to the improvement of cultural life and art 
production in Macedonia, and to the creation of pre-conditions for faster cultural 
development of the communities. 

Budget: MKD 553.200

Roma Cultural and Educational  
Center Darhia 
RCEC Darhia continued to realize its mission focused on standardization and affirmation 
of Roma language, cultural animation of the Roma community with emphasis on 
children and youth and Roma culture promotion by cultural and educational activities 
organized by the Center.   
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The Center continues to build partnerships with relevant NGOs, institutions and 
individuals working on the standardization of the Roma language. In cooperation with 
NGO Kali Sara from Zagreb, Croatia, a Roma-Croatian dictionary was prepared, and in 
cooperation with Mr. Rajko Djuric, a Roma Language Grammar was prepared. 
The Center organized various cultural activities aiming to develop Roma cultural 
audience and readership among young Roma generations. 
In June 2008, Darhia became a partner in the implementation of the regional project 
Roma Mentors of the Culture and Art Network Program at OSI Budapest. The project 
is implemented in Bulgaria, Romania, Hungary, Slovakia and Macedonia. Darhia 
implemented the project activities in Macedonia: selection of schools and NGOs 
interested for the implementation of the mentorship program; training for mentors 
and representatives from selected schools (6) and NGOs (4) from Skopje, Kumanovo, 
Tetovo and Stip; and development of annual activity plan. 
Darhia is preparing a publication and a documentary film for the 10th anniversary of 
its  operation. 

Budget: MKD 612,000

Grants Lists 
Financial Statements 
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Financial report
Basis of presentation
In the financial report, expenditures are presented based on the 
OSI Network reporting principles. 
Program expenses consist of direct program expenditures which 
include purchases of related fixed assets, program staff salaries 
and non-wage program administrative expenses including 
purchases of related fixed assets.
General administrative expenses include expenditures and 
purchases of related fixed assets which may not be directly linked 
to specific program activities.
The presentation of expenses in the financial report differs from 
the presentation in the audited financial statements on pages 158-
189 which have been prepared in accordance with International 
Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS)
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Recipient Purpose Aword MKD

Romaversitas - USAID
The following individuals received Roma High-
School Students Scholarship 2007/2008 in total 
amount of $1,000USD each equivalent in MK 
denars:

 

Skopje: Sami Sejfula    
Tetovo: Hava Demiri and Istref Sejfula.    

The following individuals received Roma University 
Students Scholarship 2007/2008 in total amount of  
$1,000USD each equivalent in MK denars :

 

Skopje: Emil Huna, Deniz  Osmani, Daniel  Petrovski, Sebijan Fejzula, Senad  Memet, Kadri Selman, Jasminka Rasitova, 
Ervin Sikovski, Sara Sejfula, Rusid Mahmud, Zafer Kurtesi, Farije  Asan, Sunaj Ismail, Fahri Sali, Sabina Dzeladin.

Stip: Anife Sakirova, Arslan Arslanov and Igbal Aliova.

Bitola: Sabrije Jusufova and Sakine Dzeladinovska. 

Tetovo: Nazif Isaki and Turkjan Limani.

Kicevo: Mirsad Ramazanoski and Ajnur Seloski.

Kocani: Nevrije Idik

Makedonska Kamenica: Emran Nezirovski 

Veles: Sabina Ramadanova

Valandovo: Katerina Mitrova.

Radovis: Denis Bojarov

Debar: Adzibajram Abdiu

Ohrid: Elvis Fazlioski

Gostivar: Almira Selmani

Grants total:   1.382.727,50
Operational costs:  1.945.260,50

Romaversitas - USAID   3.327.988,00
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Recipient Purpose Aword MKD

REF - Romaversitas   1.900.902,00
Roma Memorial University School   352.909,00

SKOMRAHI Faculty of Drama Arts, Skopje
Meetings of drama art university students 
SKOMRAHI 2008 1.380.230,00

Faculty of Philosophy - Skopje European Survey of Values in Macedonia 799.000,00
European Values in Macedonia   799.000,00

Faculty of Philosophy - Institute for Social 
Work and Social Policy, Skopje

Publication of the bilingual inventory in the field 
of social work 110.000,00

HESP Other Projects   110.000,00
TOTAL Higher Education Programs   7.871.029,00
Creative Teaching and Learning Operational costs: 16.229.539,50
Equal Opportunities for Roma    
Association of the Romas from Tikves, 
Kavadarci

Equal Educational Opportunities for Roma 
Children 402.771,00

Organization of Roma Youth Bela Kula, Kicevo Equal Education Opportunities for Roma Children 653.625,00

Roma Culture, Communication and Education 
Centre “Svetla idnina” - Kocani 

Equal Education Opportunities for Roma Children 475.955,50

Association for Roma Rights, Stip Equal Education Opportunities for Roma Children 305.720,00
Romani Bah Association of Roma Citizens, 
Veles

Equal Education Opportunities for Roma Children 622.351,00

Humanitarian and Charitable Association 
“Mesecina” - branch office Debar

Equal Education Opportunities for Roma Children 616.475,00

Association Youth Hand-Berovo, Berovo Equal Education Opportunities for Roma Children 574.551,00
Association of Citizens “Initiative for Uneployed 
Intellectuals” - INI Vinica and Blatec, Vinica

Equal Education Opportunities for Roma Children 289.315,00

Humanitarian and Charity Asociation of Romas 
“Kham” - Delcevo

Equal Education Opportunities for Roma Children 582.437,00

FHO Caritas Essen National Section Skopje Equal Education Opportunities for Roma Children 746.538,00

Association of the Romas from Tikves, 
Kavadarci

Equal Education Opportunities for Roma Children 449.598,00

Grants total:   5.719.336,50
Operational costs:  27.638.261,50
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Recipient Purpose Aword MKD

Equal Opportunities for Roma   33.357.598,00
Equal Opportunities for Roma - EXT   4.868.356,00
Equal Opportunities for Roma   38.225.954,00

Foundation for Education and Culture 
Initiatives Step by Step, Skopje 650.362,00

Step by Step General Program   650.362,00

Roma Education Program 

The following individuals received Roma High-
School Students Scholarship for 2007/2008 and 
for 2008/2009 in total amount of $600USD each 
equivalent in MKD:

 

Recipient

Veles: Amela  Alizotova  
Tetovo: Senada Sali,Ismail Kamberi, Amir Bajrami, Larisa  Muaremi, Bergen Idrizi, Senad  Hazir, Sengil Jasari, Enis  
Memeti, Miriban Redzepi, Edis Dzemaili, Ljunaj Sakiri and Erkan Kurtisi.
Gostivar: Beari Toci, Emine  Demirova, Bektes Hajdari, Razie Hajredini, Amela  Ismaili, Spresa Kalguri, Dzengis Bajrami, 
Denis Ramadani, Bari Abduli, Erol Kalburi, Feride Aliu, Semra Bajrami, and Ajten Tairi.
Skopje: Elizabeta Airizov, Dzevrija  Ljatifovska, Rabije  Redzepi, Fikrija Tair, Monika Redzep, Nailja  Redzep, Sabahet 
Bislimova, Alan  Dzemail, Emran Sulejman, Isen  Osmanovski, Lizabet Redzepi, Bel|uzar Sakir, Melisa  Selim, Alen  
Ramcevski, Benita  Dzeladin, Sabina Bajramovska, Almira  Ilijas, Larisa  Hasani, Agnur Mustafa, Semina  Mamuti, 
Emran Asanovski, Emran Jonuz, Azret Hasani, Robert Demiri, Ketrina Sefer, Kefaet Ramadan, Durak  Sulejmanov, 
Ersana Jasari, Manuela Sefer, Dzeljana Dzeladin and Dziana Asani.
Prilep: Ahmed Ahmedoski, Remzija  Memedoski, Dzengis Berisa, Denisa  Selimoska, Emran  Bajramoski, Denis 
Bajramoski, Sibel  Salioska and Robert Memedoski.
Kavadarci: Zengin  Eminov and Mazes Mustafova.
Debar: Almir  Ameti
Berovo: Mervijana Kanturska, Anifa Kanturska and Adila  Alimanovska.
Pehcevo: Sevala Grutkova, Melita  Destanovska, Vanesa  Abdulova and Faik Abdulov.

Strumica: Melda  Memedova

Kicevo: Rakima Ahmedoska, Fikrije Nedziposka, Vebija Maksutoski, Ramazan Abduloski, Riza Alijevic, Sabina  
Mamudoska and Rodina  Zengo.

Radovis: Jasar Demirov and Sohret Amedova.

Bitola: Alma  Azemovska, Kadrie Sulejmanova and Denis Salijevski.
Kumanovo: Suad  Rustemi and Muhamed Massart.
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Recipient

Stip: Dzelana Asanova and Mersiha Ibraimova,

Ohrid: Suzane Usein, and Mirsada Susica. 

Kocani: Almadet Osmanova and Ali Ibraimov. 

Delcevo: Sermina Salieva 

Sveti Nikole: Zoran Kralev and Ivica Mitrovski.

Vinica: Seba Mustafova 

Probistip: Ruse Arsov 

Kriva Palanka: Ajsa Demirovska 

Veles: Mahmud Mahmudov 
Recipient Purpose Aword MKD

Grants total:   3.003.967,50
Operational costs:  16.686.890,00

Roma Education Program - 3rd party   19.690.857,50
Roma Education Program - Pestallozi   7.174.058,50

REF - Alliance for Inclusion of Roma in 
Education - 3rd

The following individuals received Roma High-
School Students Scholarhip for 2007/2008 and 
for 2008/2009 in total amount of 480€  each 
equivalent in MK denars:

 

Recipient

Skopje: Mirsada Jasar, Telgjuza Selim, Dzuzida Demir, Salija Bislim, Sunita Bekjir, Bahar Sulejman, Isnie Kadrievska, 
Kjenan Osman, Bertan Redzepi, Senad Usein, Albin Ibraim, Nazmije Mustafa, Alen Jusuf, Amela Kurtis, Melisa 
Memis, Fatima Kasumi, Amela Selmani, Amanda Dzafer, Alisa Damin, Semina Rasid, Asija Kjahil, Gjula Malic, Sultana 
Feradovic, Gjuldzana Bekjir, Salija Bekjir, Ajrija Redzep, Mirsada Jasar, Rasid Feradovic, Demir Demirovski, Elvis Bajram 
and Nedzibe Dzeladin. 

Veles: Kefaet Amedova, Semra Jasarova and Hulija Ahmedovska. 

Tetovo: Danko Dalipovic, Almira Redzepi, Emrah Elezov, Mustafa Musai, Alije Sakjiri, Semra Idrizi and Arzije Saipi.

Strumica: Erhin Mustafov, Bajram Mustafov, Meral Amedova, Burhan Isinov and Muhamed Demirov.

Gostivar: Abdulmedzit Hajdari, Sadrije Uko, Filiz Bajrami, Memed Mehmedi, Suad Skenderi, Barie Saliu and Arif Demiri.

Kumanovo: Sanja Milosevska, Senad  Z. Sakipovski and Alen Elezovski.
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Recipient

Prilep: Kjamil Mamudoski, Kirsan Mamudoski, Fatima Jasaroska, Ibraim Memedoski,Erol  Asanoski, Dzeljan  
Mamudoska and Gjuldzan Sazi Alieska.

Radovis: Ferdzan Memedov, Alit Saliov, Ali Limanov, Ozgan Bajramov and Jalcin Saliov.

Stip: Senem Jasarova, Atidze Jasarova and Fahrin Memedov.  

Debar: Largime Olomani, and Almin Isaki.

Kratovo: Sunita Mustafova, Eleonora Mustafovska and Monika Jakupova.

Kicevo: Alma Arifoska, Sabrina Idrizoska, Vedat Dzabiroski and Elhida Mamudoska.

Kriva Palanka: Monika Mustafovska and Elizabeta Spasovska.

Kocani: Serdzat Idic and Sendzabil Ramadanov.

Berovo: Ugur Destanovski, Merima Destanova and Jasmin Mustafovski. 

Pehcevo: Serdzana Ridarova and Ismet Ridarov.

Kavadarci: Azire Amkova

Delcevo: Fatos Usainova

Resen: Ekrem Rustemovski

Bitola: Sevgi Dzelale

Ohrid: Kujtim Ibraim

Recipient Purpose Aword MKD

Grants total:   2.768.507,50
Operational costs:  2.842.330,50

REF-Alliance for Inclusion of Roma in 
Education - 3rd

  5.610.838,00

Roma Education Report   228.842,50
Faculty of Philosophy - Institute for History of 
Art and Archeology, Skopje

Edition History of Women 595.300,00

Operational costs:  620.777,00
EU Polices & Macedonian Education   1.216.077,00
SEE Quality Trough Participation   1.535.323,00
Internal Capacity Building   919.403,50
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Recipient

Youth Educational Forum, Skopje Anti-Corruption in Higher Education 482.260,00
Operational costs:  4.413.868,00

Youth for an Open Society   4.896.128,00
History Teacher Training   3.975.583,00
Religious Education   26.036,50
EMP - Teacher Training   678.314,00
TOTAL Education Program:   101.057.317,00

East-East / participation

Jasminka Friscic, Skopje
Regional workshop: Combating Social Exclusion 
in Albania, 25-25 January, Tirana, Albania 45.771,00

Verka Stamenkova-Trajkova, Skopje
Regional workshop: Combating Social Exclusion 
in Albania, 25-25 January, Tirana, Albania 45.769,00

Vasilka Dimoska, Skopje
Regional workshop: Combating Social Exclusion 
in Albania, 25-25 January, Tirana, Albania 45.771,00

Mence Galapceva, Kavadarci
Tranining seminar Building Administrative 
Capacity of Public Servants on Central and Local 
Levels, 27-29 March, Sofia, Bulgaria

24.100,50

Vesna  Ilievska, Delcevo
Tranining seminar Building Administrative 
Capacity of Public Servants on Central and Local 
Levels, 27-29 March, Sofia, Bulgaria

6.898,50

Vesa Skortova, Veles
Preparation meeting - NGOs and Local 
Goverment Partnership - Rhetoric or Reality, 
22-25 March, Gorj, Romania

76.388,00

Ljupco Vrangeloski, Skopje
Preparation meeting - NGOs and Local 
Goverment Partnership - Rhetoric or Reality, 
22-25 March, Gorj, Romania

59.397,50

Sasa Stanisic, Skopje
Youth in the Aftermath of the Conflict in 
Southeast Europe, 10-13 April, Ljubljana, 
Slovenia

27.621,00



Foundation Open Society Institute - Macedonia 139annual report  2008

Recipient Purpose Aword MKD

Robert  Ala|ozovski, Skopje
Youth in the Aftermath of the Conflict in 
Southeast Europe, 10-13 April, Ljubljana, 
Slovenia

22.574,00

Florina Skenderi, Tetovo
Training: Civil Skills Academy - International 
Youth Partnership, 28 April - 3 May, Galati, 
Romania

41.950,50

Violeta Petroska, Tetovo
Training: Civil Skills Academy - International 
Youth Partnership, 28 April - 3 May, Galati, 
Romania

41.950,50

Nedmiran Bekiri, Tetovo
Training: Civil Skills Academy - International 
Youth Partnership, 28 April - 3 May, Galati, 
Romania

41.950,50

Dzelal Alili, Tetovo
Training: Civil Skills Academy - International 
Partnership for Young People, 28 April - 3 May, 
Galati, Romania

87.089,00

Tihomir Topuzoski, Skopje
International Spring School: Back to Political 
Economy, 28 April - 3 May, Ljubljana, Slovenia 27.197,50

Neda  Milevska, Skopje
Confence Eastern European and Asia 
Organizations for Patients’ Rights and Safety, 
12-14 May, Kiev, Ukraine

38.233,00

Natasa Milanova, Kumanovo
Regional seminar - European Integration 
Processes - Learning from Each Other - Good 
and Bad Examples, 24-25 May, Durres, Albania

6.118,00

Semi Memeti, Skopje
Regional seminar - European Integration 
Processes - Learning from Each Other - Good 
and Bad Examples, 24-25 May, Durres, Albania

32.118,00

Suzana Ahmedi, Skopje
Regional seminar - European Integration 
Processes - Learning from Each Other - Good 
and Bad Examples, 24-25 May, Durres, Albania

6.118,00

Hristina Dimovska, Bitola
Conference - New Energy Routes and Human 
Rights Protection in Southeastern Europe, 30 
May - 1 July, Opatija, Croatia

27.449,50

Andrijana Slavkovska, Skopje
Conference - New Energy Routes and Human 
Rights Protection in Southeastern Europe, 30 
May - 1 July, Opatija, Croatia

20.770,50
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Pance Atanasovski, Skopje
Regional conference - Fair and Clean Energy on 
the Balkans, 18-20 June, Sarajevo, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

43.033,50

Ilija Sazdovski, Skopje
Regional conference - Fair and Clean Energy on 
the Balkans, 18-20 June, Sarajevo, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

42.885,50

Predrag Popovski, Skopje
Regional conference - Fair and Clean Energy on 
the Balkans, 18-20 June, Sarajevo, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

43.033,50

Dimitar Egumenovski, Bitola
Regional conference Building Common European 
Futhure for Enviromental Sustability, 27 June, 
Belgrade, Serbia 

15.439,00

Dragan Jankoski, Krusevo
Regional conference Building Common European 
Futhure for Enviromental Sustability, 27 June, 
Belgrade, Serbia 

15.439,00

Nesad  Azemovski, Bitola
Regional conference Building Common European 
Futhure for Enviromental Sustability, 27 June, 
Belgrade, Serbia 

22.439,00

Ljupco Avramovski, Skopje
Regional conference Building Common European 
Futhure for Enviromental Sustability, 27 June, 
Belgrade, Serbia 

17.269,00

Arjan Toska, Skopje
Regional conference Building Common European 
Futhure for Enviromental Sustability, 27 June, 
Belgrade, Serbia 

17.122,00

Senat Bekiri, Vrapciste
Regional conference: Local Policies in 
Multicultural Communities, 4-6 July, Brezovica, 
Kosovo 

7.822,00

Daut Dauti, Skopje
Regional conference: Local Policies in 
Multicultural Communities, 4-6 July, Brezovica, 
Kosovo 

6.116,50

Dzevahire Prusi Zajazi, Skopje
Regional conference: Local Policies in 
Multicultural Communities, 4-6 July, Brezovica, 
Kosovo 

20.578,50
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Edita Mersimi, Skopje
Regional conference: Local Policies in 
Multicultural Communities, 4-6 July, Brezovica, 
Kosovo 

6.121,50

Rade Rajkovcevski, Skopje
Reagional Euro-Atlantic Capm Together - REACT 
2008, 1-5 September, Crkvicko polje, Plizune, 
Montenegro, 

38.972,50

Biljana Gjorgeva, Stip
Regional Euro-Atlantic Camp, 31 August - 6 
September, Crkvicko Pole, Pluzine, Montenegro 39.652,50

Oliver Andonov, Skopje
Regional Euro-Atlantic Camp, 31 August - 6 
September, Crkvicko Pole, Pluzine, Montenegro 41.691,50

Predrag Micevski, Kumanovo
Regional Euro-Atlantic Camp, 31 August - 6 
September, Crkvicko Pole, Pluzine, Montenegro 41.152,50

Dragana Mitrovik, Stip
Regional Euro-Atlantic Camp, 31 August - 6 
September, Crkvicko Pole, Pluzine, Montenegro 43.650,50

Ilija Sazdovski, Skopje
Fair and Clean Energy in the Balkans, 29-30 
October, Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina 27.465,00

PULS - Association for Healthy Life Styles, 
Kumanovo

Training: Autumn School for Peer Educators On 
HIV/AIDS, 14-18 Novemebr, Kopaonik, Serbia 61.952,00

Vasilka Bozinovska, Skopje
International seminar - Interdisciplinar Approach 
and Addressing Child Abuse Cases , 10-14 
November, Sofia, Bulgaria

8.188,00

Katerina Koneska, Skopje
Seminar: Interdisciplinary Approach in 
Addressing Child Abuse Cases, 10-14 November, 
Sofia, Bulgaria 

8.188,50

Gordana Stojcevska-Zafirovska, Skopje
Seminar: Interdisciplinary Approach in 
Addressing Child Abuse Cases, 10-14 November, 
Sofia, Bulgaria 

8.188,50

Tatjana Janevska, Skopje
Seminar: Interdisciplinary Approach in 
Addressing Child Abuse Cases, 10-14 November, 
Sofia, Bulgaria 

32.191,50

Vladimir Trajkovski, Skopje
Workshop - System for Supporting People with 
Autism - Overcoming Social Marginalization and 
Exclusion, 24-30 November, Cracow, Poland

48.537,00
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Emilija Lazarova - Trajkovska, Skopje
Workshop - System for Supporting People with 
Autism - Overcoming Social Marginalization and 
Exclusion, 24-30 November, Cracow, Poland

45.464,50

Vasilka Galevska, Skopje
Workshop - System for Supporting People with 
Autism - Overcoming Social Marginalization and 
Exclusion, 24-30 November, Cracow, Poland

45.821,00

Zivka Dimitrovska, Skopje
Workshop - System for Supporting People with 
Autism - Overcoming Social Marginalization and 
Exclusion, 24-30 November, Cracow, Poland

45.821,00

Violeta Spasovska, Lozovo
Conference: Parnerships between NGOs and 
Local Governments - Reality or Retorics, 21-23 
November, Craiova, Romania 

32.556,00

Ljupco Vrangeloski, Skopje
Conference: Partnerships between NGOs and 
Local Governments - Reality or Retorics, 21-23 
November, Craiova, Romania 

32.555,50

Dime Velev, Veles
Conference: Partnerships between NGOs and 
Local Governments - Reality or Retorics, 21-23 
November, Craiova, Romania 

32.556,00

Violeta Malceva, Gradsko
Conference: Partnerships between NGOs and 
Local Governments - Reality or Retorics, 21-23 
November, Craiova, Romania 

32.556,00

Nenad Kocic, Veles
Conference: Partnerships between NGOs and 
Local Governments - Reality or Retorics, 21-23 
November, Craiova, Romania 

32.555,50

Vesa Skortova, Veles
Conference: Partnerships between NGOs and 
Local Governments - Reality or Retorics, 21-23 
November, Craiova, Romania 

97.086,00

Hristina  Ivanoska, Skopje
Participation living on a Board - Issues of 
Migration, 21-23 November, Ljubljana,  Slovenia 26.042,50

Nevenka  Krusarovska, Skopje
Conference - Impact of the EU Accession 
Processes on Human Rights, 24-25 November, 
Zagreb, Croatia 

19.752,50

Simonida Kacarska, Skopje
Conference - Impact of the EU Accession 
Processes on Human Rights, 24-25 November, 
Zagreb, Croatia 

16.549,50
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Sraso Angeleski, Skopje
EU Accession Process Impact on Human Rights - 
23-26 November, Zagreb, Croatia 21.217,00

Nenad Markovic, Skopje
Regional conference - Role of Universities in 
the Western Balkans Europeanization Process, 
27-30 November, Belgrade, Serbia

17.230,00

Gjorge Ivanov, Skopje
Regional conference - Role of Universities in 
the Western Balkans Europeanization Process, 
27-30 November, Belgrade, Serbia

17.230,00

Toni Stoimenovski, Delcevo
Regional Conference - Role of Civil Organizations 
in the EU Integration Process, 10-12 December, 
Saraevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina

46.535,00

German Filkov, Skopje
Regional conference - The Role of Civil 
Organizations in the EU Integration Process, 10-
12 December, Saraevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina

43.566,00

Andreja Stojkovksi, Skopje
Regional conference - The Role of Civil 
Organization in the EU Intgration Process, 10-12 
December, Sarajevo, BiH

43.567,00

Lidija Dimova, Skopje
Regional conference - The Role of Civil 
Organizations in the EU Integration Process, 
10-12 December, Saraevo, BiH

43.566,00

Irina Luceska, Skopje
Regional meeting - Patient’s Rights and Safety in 
East Europe and Central Asia, Kishinev, Moldova 8.812,00

Nadica Janeva, Skopje
Regional meeting - Patient’s Rights and Safety in 
East Europe and Central Asia, Kishinev, Moldova 8.812,00

Grants total:   2.092.215,50
Operational costs:  345,50

East-East / participation   2.091.870,00
East-East / Hosting    

Association of Citizens “Eco-sense”, Skopje

Pipelines, Threats and Benefits Civil Response 
to the Plans for Pipelines Development in 
Southeast Europe - Strategic Meeting of NGOs 
Monitoring Pipelines Development Issues, 1 
April - 15 June

366.915,00
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Center for Civic Communications, Skopje

Overcoming Corruption - Exchange of Experiance 
and Best Pracities in Investigative Journalisam, 
Romania and Macedonia, May 2008 - February 
2009

1.180.950,00

Civic Initiative Centre - Prilep, Prilep
Strenthening Regional Cooperation and 
Development - Macedonia and Bosnia and 
Hercegovina, May - December, 2008 

527.300,00

Biosphere - Center for Education and 
Protection of Environment and Nature, Bitola

Strenghtening Capacities and Building 
Enviromental network for Creation of Common 
Enviromental Solutions, May - October, 2008

269.466,00

Macedonian Centre for International 
Cooperation MCMS - Skopje, Skopje

Monitoring the visa facilitation agreements in 
Western Balkans, April - October 2008 331.200,00

Association of Journalism Students  - FEJS 
Makedonija, Skopje

Conference and web portal - Information Society 
and its Impact on Development of Youth Madia, 
July 2008 - September 2009

709.880,00

Association of Citizens “Mirovna Akcija”, Prilep
Creative Peace Activly - Procces of 
Demilitarisation and Reconciliation, March - 
August 2008

167.280,00

Balkan Bridges Skopje 4x4x4, Skopje
Establishment and operation of the first regional 
green lobby group, December 2008 - June 2009 1.568.060,00

Grants total:   5.121.051,00
Operational costs:  653.179,00

East-East / Hosting:   5.774.230,00
TOTAL East-East:   7.866.100,00

Information Program

Metamorphosis, Skopje Institutional support 1.104.839,00
Magor DOO Skopje, Skopje Publishing of Homer’s Odysseus 300.000,00
Translation projects   346.096,00
Creative Commons & Open Access    
Metamorphosis, Skopje Local E - Contents 1.429.970,00
Metamorphosis, Skopje Fostering E - Inclusion 1.570.714,00
Fostering E - Inclusion   1.569.559,00
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Metamorphosis, Skopje Policy on Open Code Software 920.268,00
Metamorphosis, Skopje Civic e-Participation 736.559,00

Operational costs:  44.941,00
TOTAL Information:   6.107.291,00

Mental Health & Disabilities

Vlatko Dekov, Skopje
Participation on the 19th International Harm 
Reduction Conference in Barcelona 109.015,50

Operational costs:  748.687,50
Mental Health & Disabilities   857.703,00
Mental Health In Programs    
Centre for persons with intellectual disability 
Poraka, Negotino

Deinstitutionalization of the Special Institute 
Demir Kapija 132,00

Operational costs:  508.957,00
Mental Health In Programs   509.089,00
Vulnerable Groups - Roma Aspect    
State Institute for Health Protection - Skopje, 
Skopje

Establishing the Database on the Roma 
Population’s Nutrition Status 505.512,00

Initiatives for Roma Women Emancipation 
Romano Suno, Tetovo 

Care for Your Health 190.000,00

Humanitarian Organization Mir (Peace), Skopje
Information centre on health protection access 
provision for Roma 120.000,00

Women’s Development Association ZAR, 
Gostivar 

Small Step Forward for a Healthier Future 300.000,00

H.E.R.A.-Association for Health Education and 
Research, Skopje

Promoting sexual and reproductive health 
among young Roma from Suto Orizari 250.000,00

Association for Promotion and Protection 
of the Rights of Women and Children - LIL, 
Skopje

Vaccines for All 136.000,00

Humanitarian and Charity Asociation of Romas 
Kham - Delcevo, Delcevo

Healthy Roma - Active Citizens 300.000,00

Grants total:   1.801.512,00
Operational costs:  1.237.334,50

Vulnerable Groups - Roma Aspect   3.038.846,50
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Roma Health 111.719,00

HOPS - Options for Healthy Life, Skopje
Promotion and protection od sex and health 
rights of marginalized groups 1.449.648,00

SHARP Women’s Health   1.449.648,00
PH Seminar Series Operating   232.066,00
PH Law & Health    

Faculty of Law Iustinianus Primus, Skopje
Curriculum and textbook development for the 
subject law and public health 1.584.107,00

CRPRC Studiorum, Skopje

Developing and maintenance of the website 
on the regulation, education and exchange of 
information concerning patients’ rights in the 
Republic of Macedonia 

267.675,00

Grants total:   1.851.782,00
Operational costs:  1.485.161,50

PH Law & Health   3.336.943,50
Roma Fellow 2007   171.954,50
Roma Fellow 2008   9.448,50

Association DOVERBA (TRUST), Skopje
Project on Social Rights Protection of Drug Users 
and Their Families 213.940,00

Vitomir  Georgievski, Skopje Grant for covering conference attendance costs 13.550,00

Humanitarnian and Charitable Roma 
Association Mesecina, Gostivar

Equal Access to Health Protection 1.618.176,00

Health Budget Monitoring   1.792.467,00
TOTAL Medical & Health:   11.737.375,00

     

Economic Reform
Recipient Purpose Aword MKD

Municipality Berovo Malesevo at Your Sight 480.000,00
Municipality Negotino Vine Gallery 480.000,00

Youth Cultural Centre - Bitola
Reconstructing the entrance doors and windows 
of the Youth Cultural Centre - Bitola 129.536,00
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Grants total:   1.089.536,00
Admin. Costs:   48.110,00

Living Heritage   1.137.646,00
Financial Literacy - operational costs: 1.228.065,50

Housing Finance for Roma - 3rd Party - 
admin costs: 3.102,00

Roma Association Cherenja Stip In-service training for young Roma 272.000,00
Roma Youth Qualification   272.000,00

Plastic Recycling Project in Macedonia - 
Admin. costs:

  2.018.564,00

Plastic Recycling Project in Macedonia    
Municipality Karpos, Skopje PET Program in Municipalities 1.148.801,00
PCE “Komunalec”, Gostivarr PET Program in the Municipality of Gostivar 1.159.313,00
PCE “Vodovod” - Kocani PET Program in the Municipality of Kocani 1.155.161,00
Municipality of Strumica PET Program in the Municipality of Strumica 1.155.155,00

City of Skopje
PET Program in 8 Municipalities in the City of  
Skopje 1.907.395,00

Municipality Kumanovo PET Program in the Municipality of Kumanovo 642.720,00
Municipality Saraj PET Program in the Municipalities 601.074,00

Municipality Tearce
Plastic Packaging Collection Program in the 
Municipality of Tearce 672.732,00

Municipality Tetovo
Plastic Packaging Collection Program in the 
Municipality of Tetovo 649.092,00

Municipality Ohrid
Plastic Packaging Collection Program in the 
Municipality of Ohrid 799.950,00

Municipality Prilep
Plastic Packaging Collection Program in the 
Municipality of Prilep 649.092,00

Municipality Bitola
Plastic Packaging Collection Program in the 
Municipality of Bitola 634.980,00

Municipality Struga PET Program in the Municipality of Struga 124.155,00

Municipality Vasilevo
Plastic Packaging Collection Program in the 
Municipalities Vasilevo, Bosilevo and Novo Selo 957.108,00

Municipality Negotino PET Program in the Municipality of Negotino 516.309,00
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Grants total:   12.773.037,00
Admin. costs:   23.220,00

Plastic Recycling Project in Macedonia   12.749.817,00
IPARD Funds Absorbtion - operational costs:   2.456.019,50

Business Incubator in Tetovo - operational 
costs:

  1.129.013,00

Macedonian Centre for Photography, Skopje
A Different View - Documentary Photograph 
Project 596.800,00

ToT for Roma Consultants - operational 
costs:

  2.696.146,00

Balkan Children and Youth Foundation, Skopje
Program on employing young people in East 
Macedonia 1.183.781,00

Program for Youth Employability in Eastern 
Macedonia

  1.183.781,00

Computer Lab for Pre-incubation and 
Incubation Trainings

  614.198,00

National Institution Center&Museum of Prilep
Revitalization and reanimation of the Zrze 
micro-region 480.200,00

Revive and Renimate Zrze Region   480.200,00
Foundation Youth Entrepreneurial Service, 
Skopje

Be Young! Be Creative! Be an Entrepreneur! 109.500,00

Be Young! Be Creative!   109.500,00
TOTAL Economic Reform:   30.109.006,50
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Radio Ternipe, Prilep Institutional support for Radio Ternipe - Prilep 367.104,00
Cerenja Radio, Stip Institutional support for Radio Cerenja - Stip 367.200,00

Grants total:   734.304,00
Local Roma Community Radios   734.304,00
NGO Infocenter, Skopje Media on Public Health 910.656,00
Association of Journalists of Macedonia, 
Skopje

Media on Public Health 968.796,00

Grants total:   1.879.452,00
Media for Public Health   1.879.452,00

NGO Infocenter, Skopje
Public relations, advocacy and knowledge 
delivery 2008 1.836.000,00

Association of Journalists of Macedonia, 
Skopje

Institutional support for the Macedonian 
Assiociation of Journalists 907.576,00

Association of Journalists of Macedonia, 
Skopje

Legal aid and consultations for journalists and 
for the 6 regional centres throughout the country 453.214,00

Grants total:   1.360.790,00
Monitoring of Media Legislation and Policy 
Implementation

   

Media Development Center, Skopje
Monitoring the implementation of the media 
legislation and strategy 1.986.858,00

Media Development Center, Skopje
Monitoring of and advocacy for the enforcement 
of media legislation and policy 902.088,00

Grants total:   2.888.946,00
Monitoring of Media Legislation and Policy 
Implementation

  2.888.946,00

EUMAP Media   138.861,00

NGO Infocenter, Skopje
Media Mirror - qualitative monitoring of media’s 
current affairs programmes during the election 
campaign and on the day of elections 

1.360.864,00

NGO Infocenter, Skopje
Media Mirror - Media and the European 
Commission’s Report 261.600,00
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NGO Infocenter, Skopje
Newspaper inserter: Bottle Necks in the 
Information in Euro-Integrations 571.260,00

Grants total:   2.193.724,00
Media Mirror   2.193.724,00
Media Literacy    
NGO Infocenter, Skopje Media Literacy: Young Media Watch-Dogs 495.000,00
Media Literacy   495.000,00

TV Menada T.R.D., Tetovo

Production of local informative contents on the 
Polog Region Ethnic Communities’ Positions 
Concerning the Integration Processes on Local 
Level

379.250,00

Broadcasting Council of RM, Skopje
Quantitative and qualitative monitoring of 
broadcasting media in the Republic of Macedonia 
during the 2008 Elections 

763.167,50

NGO Infocenter, Skopje Co-financing the project It’s Time for EU 915.420,00

Digitalization of magazine Focus Costs for digitalization and web posting of the 
magazine Focus 183.000,00

TOTAL Media Program:   13.767.914,50
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Supporting Think Tank Organisation 
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ReActOR - Research, Action, Organisation, 
Skopje

Development Guidelines for the Macedonian 
Economy 1.842.000,00

Operational costs:  466,50
Supporting Think Tank Organisation   1.842.466,50
Open State Budget Operational costs: 1.964.914,00
Accession Watch Operational costs: 2.513.474,00
Fiscal Transparency Operational costs: 32.910,50
Public Policy Writing ToT Operational costs: 662.524,50
Monitoring of Decentralisation Operational costs: 2.940.560,00
Macedonia Before & After Bucharest   624.982,50
Better Use of IPA funds   2.141.149,00
PA-RIO Roma Fellowships 2007   198.207,00
PA-RIO Roma Fellowships 2008   76.089,00

Macedonian Center For European Training - 
MCET, Skopje

Quo Vadis Macedonia? (suuporting the accession 
process by means of developing analyses and by 
lobbying for changes) 

1.222.400,00

Operational costs:  5.891,00
Macedonian Center for European Training   1.228.291,00
Roma Participation/Alliances   347.872,00
Making the Most in SEE Workshops   38.271,00
Diversity Management   189.920,00

TOTAL EU Program, Public Administration 
and Local Government:

  16.198.000,00
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Criminal Justice Reform Operational costs: 1.226.469,00
Legislation Approximation Operational costs: 2.338.202,00

Association of Judges of the Republic of 
Macedonia, Skopje

Contribution to Achieve Functional  
and Effective Judicial System 945.600,00

Human Rights Support   2.315.753,00

Transparency Macedonia, Skopje
Monthly reports on the situation concerning 
the fight against corruption and crime and the 
transparency in the society 

1.224.957,00

Transparency Macedonia, Skopje 9th December - World’s Anti-Corruption Day 94.710,00
    1.319.667,00

Operational costs:  3.469.365,00
Freedom of Information   4.788.198,50

Coalition All for fair trials, Skopje
Establishing the program on monitoring judicial 
corruption cases in the Republic of Macedonia 503.020,00

Monitoring of Law Operational costs: 180.984,00

Coalition All for fair trials, Skopje 523.907,00

Quality Police Serices in Roma Areas   825.831,50
TOTAL Law:   13.647.477,50
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Living in Multiethnic Environment-EXT Operational costs 29.074.430,00
Centers for Community Development-EXT Operational costs 501.883,00

Regional Center for Sustainable Development 
- Kratovo

Strengthening the NGO Sector in the Osogovo 
Region 461.250,00

Center for Community Development, Kicevo
Supporting the institutional development of the 
Citizens’ Association Community Development 
Centre, Kicevo

460.300,00

Local Development Center Antigonea, Negotino
Institutional support for the Local Development 
Centre Antigonea, Negotino 461.250,00

Community Support Centre - Resen Developing the civil sector in the Prespa Region 459.460,00

Regional Center for Sustainable Development 
- Gevgelija

For the Citizens 461.250,00

Foundation for Support and Development, 
Prilep 

Institutional development for the Support and 
Development Foundation - Prilep 460.000,00

Local Community Development Foundation, 
Stip

Institutional support for the Local Community 
Development Foundation - Stip 459.750,00

Regional Advocacy Centre, Delcevo
Through lobbying and advocacy to local 
developement 459.720,00

Center fo Sustainable Community 
Development, Debar

Mobilizing the civil society in the action 
for region’s sustainable development and 
encouraging EU integration 

459.750,00

Center for Sustainable Development Porta, 
Strumica

NGO Service Centre 460.000,00

Association for Development and Activism  
Aqua, Struga

Civil advisory boards as tools for developing the 
democracy 459.900,00

Local Community Development Foundation, 
Stip

Working premises for the Local Community 
Development Foundation and NGOs from Stip 500.000,00

Grants total:   5.562.630,00
Operational costs:  8.464,00

NGO Support Centers - Grants:   5.554.166,00
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ESPAD Research 2008 Non-governmental Organization Contact, Skopje 378.225,00

Association for Protection of Child’s Rights, 
Skopje

Educational and entertaining day centre for 
street children 124.888,00

Association for Protection of Child’s Rights, 
Skopje

Educational and entertaining day centre for 
street children 498.380,00

Day Care Centar for Street Children in Suto 
Orizari

  623.268,00

Community Forums   4.149.188,00
Revealed Testimonies    

The Association of the children refugees from 
the Aegean part of Macedonia, Skopje

Art event - 60 Years from the Egzodus 180.000,00

Operational costs:  744.765,00
Revealed Testimonies   924.765,00
How Inclusive is the Macedonian Society   525.254,50

Early Election Public Opinion   494.067,00

Women’s Center - Debar Technical equipment for Women’s Centre - Debar 54.834,00
Youth Cultural Centre - Bitola Local Volunteering Service 614.568,00
Center for Contemporary Art, Skopje Cultural Initiatives in Rural Regions 553.200,00
Youth Combating Social Exclusion       1.274.132,00
Youth in action   136.768,00

F.R.I.K. - Formation for Development 
Initiatives in Culture

4th Anniversary from the establishment of 
MASSO 203.225,00

Feminist Initiative, Skopje Stop MOBBING 99.500,00
Centre for Roma Community Drom, 
Kumanovo

Communication with the central governance 263.523,00

Delta Rainbow Training Operational costs 96.662,50
Common Values Institutional support 1.403.342,00



Foundation Open Society Institute - Macedonia 155annual report  2008

Recipient Purpose Aword MKD

Roma Cultural and Educational Center Darhia,  
Skopje

Institutional support for the Roma Cultural and 
Education Center Darhia - Skopje 612.000,00

Macedonian Citizen’s Platform Operational costs 11.404,50
FOSIM for the Roma Operational costs 140.437,00

Association of Citizens Akcija Zdruzenska 
Skopje

Institutional support for 2008 1.454.333,00

Association of Citizens Akcija Zdruzenska 
Skopje

ToT for Roma Female Activists in Macedonia 1.343.740,00

RIO Roma Fellow Operational costs: 533.272,00

Association of Military Reservists Participants 
in the 2001-2002 Events, Prilep

Adult Education for the Reserve Military Soldiers 
- Participants in the 2001-2002 Events 317.383,00

Demythologization of 2001   1.406.706,50
Total Civil Society:   52.744.277,00

 Assessement of Macedonia’s Good Governance Potential

General Secretariat of the Government of RM
Supporting the IT Sector at the General 
Secretariat of the Government of the Republic of 
Macedonia with human and material resources

13.464.295,00

Regional Research Promotion Program   781.270,00
TOTAL Other Programs:   781.270,00

Program Admin. Expenses:   6.341.946,50
General Admin. Expenses:   23.036.589,00
GRAND TOTAL:   304.729.889,00
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Statement of Revenue and Expenses  

For the year ended 31 December  

Note MKD'000 USD MKD'000 USD
 2008 2008 2007 2007

   
Revenues
OSI Income 16 166,306 3,938,974 145,251 3,287,838
Third Party Funding 17 131,600 3,170,465 159,168 3,547,817

297,906 7,109,439 304,419 6,835,655

Expenses 
OSI Program expenses 18 (148,835) (3,512,666) (125,800) (2,851,873)
OSI Administrative 

expenses  19 (17,473) (425,803) (18,700) (418,319)
Third party expenses  20 (129,628) (3,077,121) (156,676) (3,553,928)
Depreciation  11 (9,605) (220,495) (8,512) (204,331)
Other income 22 640 16,178 5,076 115,273
Loss before net finance 

income (6,995) (110,468) (193) (77,523)
   

Finance income  3,076 72,891 2,791 64,995
Total finance income 23 3,076 72,891 2,791 64,995

   
(Deficit)/surplus for the 

year  (3,919) (37,577) 2,598 (12,528)

The notes set out on pages 5 – 29 form an integral part of these financial statements. 
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Statement of Changes in Fund Balance  

For the year ended 31 December  

MKD’000 USD MKD’000 USD
2008 2008 2007 2007

Accumulated fund surpluses
At 1 January 57,002 1,334,399 54,404 1,346,927
(Deficit)/surplus for the year 

(unrestricted) (3,919) (37,577) 2,598 (12,528)
At 31 December 53,083 1,296,822 57,002 1,334,399

Translation reserve  
At 1 January - 33,773 - (175,672)
Translation (loss)/gain for the year - (112,011) - 209,445
At 31 December - (78,238) - 33,773

Total fund balance at 31 December   
(unrestricted) 53,083 1,218,584 57,002 1,368,172

The notes set out on pages 5 - 29 form an integral part of these financial statements. 



Foundation Open Society Institute - Macedonia 163annual report  2008

 Foundation Open Society Institute Macedonia
Financial Statements

4

Statement of Cash Flows  

For the year ended 31 December  

 Note MKD'000 USD MKD'000 USD
  2008 2008 2007 2007

Cash flows from operating 
activities  

(Deficit)/surplus for the year (3,919) (37,577) 2,598 (12,528)
Adjustments for:  

Depreciation  11 9,605 220,495 8,512 204,331
Impairment loss on 

receivables  16 357 424 10,179
Loss on write-off of 

property,  plant and 
equipment 22 1,697 42,145 359 8,618

Unrealized foreign 
exchange loss/(gain)   - (78,734) - 104,510

Interest income 23 (852) (20,104) (1,386) (33,041)
 6,547 126,582 10,507 282,069

   
Change in receivables (5,484) (76,824) 20,542 325,087
Change in prepayments  423 10,398 (50) (2,669)
Change in other payables (1,341) (33,228) (1,167) (19,378)
Change in accruals (2,810) (131,466) (11,903) (98,177)
Change in deferred revenue 3,168 42,437 (12,725) (202,462)
Net cash inflow/(outflow) 

from operating activities 503 (62,101) 5,204 284,470
   
Cash flows from investing 

activities 
Purchase of property, plant 

and equipment  (8,740) (196,444) (15,783) (352,786)
Loans and advances given  (338) 14,461 (512) (63,467)
Interest received 852 20,104 1,386 33,041
Net cash outflow from 

investing activities (8,226) (161,879) (14,909) (383,212)

Net decrease in cash and cash 
equivalents (7,723) (223,980) (9,705) (98,742)

Cash and cash equivalents at 
1 January 44,481 1,067,803 54,186 1,166,545

Cash and cash equivalents 
at 31 December 6 36,758 843,823 44,481 1,067,803

The notes set out on pages 5 - 29 form an integral part of these financial statements. 
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Notes to the financial statements 

1.  Reporting entity 

The Foundation Open Society Institute Macedonia (“the Foundation”) was established as a 
not-for-profit organization on 7 October 1999. The Foundation is incorporated and domiciled 
in Skopje, Republic of Macedonia. The address of the Foundation’s registered office is Blvd. 
Jane Sandanski 111, 1000 Skopje. 

The Foundation operates as a non-governmental and not-for-profit organization and 
performs its activities through the donations of the donor (principal) for charitable, scientific, 
capacity building and educational purposes. The major program activities relate to the 
accomplishing of the following programs: Education, Information, Medical and Health, Arts 
and Culture, Public Administration, Law, Roma and Civil Society. 

2. Basis of preparation  

(a)  Statement of compliance 

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with International Financial 
Reporting Standards (“IFRS”). 

(b) Basis of measurement 

The financial statements have been prepared on the historical cost basis. 

The methods used to measure fair values are discussed further in note 4. 

(c)  Functional and presentation currency 

The financial statements are presented in Macedonian Denars (“denars” or “MKD”), which 
is the Foundation’s functional currency. All financial information presented in denars has 
been rounded to the nearest thousand. In addition, as prescribed by the Foundation Policies 
the financial statements are presented in US Dollars (USD). 

(d) Use of estimates and judgments 

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with IFRS’s requires management to 
make judgements, estimates and assumptions that affect the application of accounting 
policies and the reported amounts of assets, liabilities, income and expenses. Actual results 
may differ from these estimates.  

Estimates and underlying assumptions are reviewed on an ongoing basis. Revisions to 
accounting estimates are recognised in the period in which the estimate is revised and in any 
future periods affected. 

There were no judgements made by management in the application of IFRS that have 
significant effect on the financial statements and estimates with a significant risk of material 
adjustment in the next year. 
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Notes to the financial statements 

3. Significant accounting policies 

The accounting policies set out below have been applied consistently to all periods presented 
in these financial statements. 

(a)  Foreign currency  

Transactions in foreign currencies of the Foundation are translated to denars at the exchange 
rate at the dates of the transactions. Monetary assets and liabilities denominated in foreign 
currencies at the reporting date are retranslated to denars at the exchange rate at that date. 
The foreign currency gain or loss on monetary items is the difference between amortised cost 
in denars at the beginning of the period, adjusted for effective interest and payments during 
the period, and the amortised cost in foreign currency translated at the exchange rate at the 
end of the period. Foreign currency differences arising on retranslation are recognised in the 
statement of revenue and expenses. 

(i) Presentation currency 

The financial statements for the years ended 31 December 2008 and 2007 are presented in 
USD as prescribed by the Foundation policies. 

The following method of translating the financial statements from the functional currency 
(MKD) to the presentation currency (USD) has been applied in accordance with IAS 21 The 
Effects of Changes in Foreign Exchange Rates:

• Assets and liabilities for each balance sheet presented have been translated at the closing 
rate at the date of each balance sheet; 

• Income and expenses for the statement of revenue and expenses have been translated 
using the exchange rates at the dates of the transactions; 

• Equity items (fund balance) are not retranslated; 

• All exchange differences resulting from this translation have been recognised as a 
separate component of the fund balance. 

(b) Financial instruments 

Non-derivative financial instruments comprise investments in equity securities, receivables, 
cash and cash equivalents, loans and advances, other payables as well as accruals. 

Non-derivative financial instruments are recognised initially at fair value plus, for 
instruments not at fair value through profit or loss, any directly attributable transaction costs. 
Subsequent to initial recognition non-derivative financial instruments are measured as 
described below.  

Cash and cash equivalents comprise cash on hand and cash at bank. 

Accounting for finance income and expense is discussed in note 3 (l). 
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Notes to the financial statements 

3. Significant accounting policies (continued) 

(b) Financial instruments (continued) 

Available-for-sale financial assets 

The Foundation’s investments in equity instruments are classified as available-for-sale 
financial assets. Subsequent to initial recognition, they are stated at cost less impairment as 
there is no market for these investments and there have not been any recent transactions that 
provide evidence of the current fair value.  

Other 

Other non-derivative financial instruments are measured at amortised cost using the effective 
interest method, less any impairment losses. 

(c)  Property, plant and equipment 

(i) Recognition and measurement 

Items of property, plant and equipment are measured at cost less accumulated depreciation 
and accumulated impairment losses. 

Cost includes expenditures that are directly attributable to the acquisition of the asset. 
Purchased software that is integral to the functionality of the related equipment is capitalised 
as part of that equipment.  

When parts of an item of property, plant and equipment have different useful lives, they are 
accounted for as separate items (major components) of property, plant and equipment. 

Gains and losses on disposal of an item of property, plant and equipment are determined by 
comparing the proceeds from disposal with the carrying amount of property, plant and 
equipment and are recognised net within “other income” in profit or loss.   

(ii) Subsequent costs 

The cost of replacing part of an item of property, plant and equipment is recognised in the 
carrying amount of the item if it is probable that the future economic benefits embodied 
within the part will flow to the Foundation and its cost can be measured reliably. The 
carrying amount of the replaced part is derecognised. The costs of the day-to-day servicing 
of property, plant and equipment are recognised in profit or loss as incurred.  

(iii) Depreciation 

Depreciation is recognised in profit or loss on a straight-line basis over the estimated useful 
lives of each part of an item of property, plant and equipment.  

The estimated useful lives for the current and comparative periods are as follows:  

Buildings 100 years
Vehicles 6 years
Computers  5 years
Furniture and Equipment  5-10 years

Depreciation methods, useful lives and residual values are reassessed at the reporting date. 
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Notes to the financial statements 

3. Significant accounting policies (continued) 

(d)  Leased assets  

Leases in terms of which the Foundation assumes substantially all the risks and rewards of 
ownership are classified as finance leases. Upon initial recognition the leased asset is 
measured at an amount equal to the lower of its fair value and the present value of the 
minimum lease payments. Subsequent to initial recognition, the asset is accounted for in 
accordance with the accounting policy applicable to that asset.  

Other leases are operating leases and the leased assets are not recognised on the 
Foundation’s balance sheet.  

(e) Impairment 

(i) Financial assets 

A financial asset is assessed at each reporting date to determine whether there is any 
objective evidence that is impaired. A financial asset is considered to be impaired if 
objective evidence indicates that one or more events have had a negative effect on the 
estimated future cash flows of that asset.  

An impairment loss in respect of financial assets measured at amortised cost is calculated as 
the difference between its carrying amount, and the present value of the estimated future 
cash flows discounted at the original effective interest rate. An impairment loss in respect of 
an available-for-sale financial asset is calculated by references to its fair value. 

Individually significant financial assets are tested for impairment on an individual basis. The 
remaining financial assets are assessed collectively in groups that share similar credit risk 
characteristics.  

All impairment losses are recognised in profit or loss. Any cumulative loss in respect of an 
available-for-sale financial asset recognised previously in equity is transferred to statement of 
revenue and expenses. 

An impairment loss is reversed if the reversal can be related objectively to an event 
occurring after the impairment loss was recognised. For financial assets measured at 
amortised cost, the reversal is recognised in profit or loss.  For available-for-sale financial 
assets that are equity securities, the reversal is recognised directly in equity 

(ii) Non-financial assets 

The carrying amounts of the Foundation’s non-financial assets are reviewed at each 
reporting date to determine whether there is any indication of impairment. If any such 
indication exists then the asset’s recoverable amount is estimated.  

The recoverable amount of an asset or cash-generating unit is the greater of its value in use 
and its fair value less costs to sell. In assessing value in use, the estimated future cash flows 
are discounted to their present value using a pre-tax discount rate that reflects current market 
assessments of the time value of money and the risks specific to the asset. For the purpose of 
impairment testing, assets are grouped together into the smallest group of assets that 
generates cash inflows from continuing use that are largely independent of the cash inflows 
of other assets or groups of assets (the “cash-generating unit”).   
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Notes to the financial statements 

3. Significant accounting policies (continued) 

(e) Impairment (continued) 

(ii) Non-financial assets (continued) 

An impairment loss is recognised if the carrying amount of an asset or its cash-generating 
unit exceeds its estimated recoverable amount. Impairment losses are recognised in 
statement of revenue and expenses. Impairment losses recognised in respect of cash-
generating units are allocated first to reduce the carrying amount of the assets in the unit 
(group of units) on a pro rata basis.

Impairment losses recognised in prior periods are assessed at each reporting date for any 
indications that the loss has decreased or no longer exists. An impairment loss is reversed if 
there has been a change in the estimates used to determine the recoverable amount. An 
impairment loss is reversed only to the extent that the asset’s carrying amount does not 
exceed the carrying amount that would have been determined, net of depreciation or 
amortisation, if no impairment loss had been recognised.  

(f) Employee benefits  

(i)  Defined contribution plans 

The Foundation contributes to its employees' post retirement plans as prescribed by the 
national legislation. Contributions, based on salaries, are made to the national organizations 
responsible for the payment of pensions. There is no additional liability in respect of these 
plans. Obligations for contributions to defined contribution pension plans are recognised as 
an expense in the statement of revenue and expenses when they are due. 

(ii)             Short-term benefits    

Short-term employee benefit obligations are measured on an undiscounted basis and are 
expensed as the related service is provided.  

A liability is recognised for the amount expected to be paid under short-term cash bonus or 
profit-sharing plans if the Foundation has a present legal or constructive obligation to pay 
this amount as a result of past service provided by the employee and the obligation can be 
estimated reliably. 

(g) Accruals 

Accruals related to program expenses are recognised in the balance sheet when the 
Foundation has a legally binding commitment with the grant recipient that has been 
approved by the Managing Board, and it is probable that an outflow of economic benefits 
will be required to settle the obligation. 
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Notes to the financial statements 

3. Significant accounting policies (continued) 

(h) Income recognition 

(i) OSI Income 

OSI income earned under the core budget and budgets allocated by the OSI Network 
Programs is conditional upon incurring legally binding commitments and is recognised in the 
statement of revenue and expenses when the legally binding commitment is signed and 
approved, and in the same periods in which the related expenses are incurred. 

The External Match Fund is conditional support, with an approved budgetary limit, promised 
by OSI where the condition is that the Foundation needs to secure matching funds from third 
party donors for specific purposes/projects. Determining whether or not a matching fund 
obtained from third parties qualifies to earn OSI funding from the approved budget needs 
approval from OSI on a project basis.  

The recognition of contribution income under programs requiring matching contributions 
from external sources (External Match Fund) is conditional upon incurring legally binding 
commitments and is recognised in the statement of revenue and expenses when the legally 
binding commitment is signed and approved, and in the same periods in which the related 
expenses are incurred.  

Funds received from donors not yet used for program activities are recognized as deferred 
revenue. The related funds will be recognised as income in the future periods to match the 
program expenses incurred.  

(ii) Third party funding  

Funds from donors other then OSI, i.e. Third Party (“TP”) donors for implementation of 
program activities by the Foundation are recognised in the balance sheet initially as deferred 
revenue when there is reasonable assurance that it will be received and that the Foundation 
will comply with the conditions attaching to it. The income is recognised when program 
activities are implemented to match the program expenses.  

Funds received from donors not yet used for program activities are recognized as deferred 
revenue. The related funds will be recognised as income in the future periods to match the 
program expenses incurred.  

(i)  Expense recognition 

(i) Program expenses 

Expenses related to grants provided by the Foundation are recognized when the grant 
agreement is signed by the Foundation and counter signed by the grant recipient. When the 
Foundation implements program activities, expenses are recognized in the statement of 
revenue and expenses in the period in which they are incurred. 

(ii) Administrative expenses 

Administrative expenses are recognized in the statement of revenue and expenses in the 
period in which they are incurred. 
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Notes to the financial statements 

3. Significant accounting policies (continued) 

(j)  Donated assets 

Assets donated to grantees are recorded as program expenditures.  

(k)            Operating lease payments  

Payments made under operating leases are recognised in statement of revenue and expenses 
on a straight-line basis over the term of the lease. Lease incentives received are recognised as 
an integral part of the total lease expense, over the term of the lease. 

(l) Finance income and expenses 

Finance income comprises interest income on funds invested. Interest income is recognised 
as it accrues, using the effective interest method.  

Foreign currency gain and losses are reported on a net basis.   

(m) Management commitments 

Management commitments are commitments of the Foundation to fund grants or programs 
in the following year, which are not recognised as liabilities in the current year, but meet 
certain criteria established by the Foundation. 

(n)  Taxation  

As a not-for-profit organization the Foundation is not liable for income tax.  

(o)  New standards and interpretations not yet adopted  

A number of new standards, amendments to standards and interpretations are not yet 
effective for the year ended 31 December 2008, and have not been applied in preparing these 
consolidated financial statements. 

Relevant Standards to the Foundation’s operations:  

• Revised IAS 1 Presentation of Financial Statements (effective from 1 January 2009). 
The revised Standard requires information in financial statements to be aggregated on 
the basis of shared characteristics and introduces a statement of comprehensive income.  
Items of income and expense and components of other comprehensive income may be 
presented either in a single statement of comprehensive income (effectively combining 
the income statement and all non – owner changes in equity in a single statement), or in 
two separate statements (a separate income statement followed by a statement of 
comprehensive income). The Foundation is currently evaluating whether to present a 
single statement of comprehensive income, or two separate statements. 

• Amendments to IFRS 7 Financial Instruments: Disclosure (effective for annual period 
beginning on or after 1 January 2009) - The amendments to the Standard require 
improved disclosures regarding financial instruments, in particular: 

- Enhanced disclosures over fair value measurements, specifically in relation to 
disclosures over the inputs used in valuations techniques and the uncertainty 
associated with such valuations; and 
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Notes to the financial statements 

3. Significant accounting policies (continued) 

(o)  New standards and interpretations not yet adopted (continued) 
- Improving disclosures over liquidity risk requiring quantitative disclosures based on 

how liquidity risk is managed and strengthening the relationship between 
quantitative and qualitative liquidity risk disclosures. 

The Foundation has not yet completed its analysis of the impact of the amended Standard. 

Standards, amendments to standards and interpretations not relevant to the Foundation’s 
operations:  

• Amendment to IFRS 2 Share-based Payment (effective from 1 January 2009).  

• Revised IFRS 3 Business Combinations (effective for annual periods beginning on or 
after 1 July 2009).  

• IFRS 8 Operating Segments (effective from 1 January 2009).  

• Revised IAS 23 Borrowing Costs (effective from 1 January 2009).  

• Revised IAS 27 Consolidated and Separate Financial Statements (effective for annual 
periods beginning on or after 1 July 2009). 

• Amendments to IAS 27 Consolidated and Separate Financial Statements (effective for 
annual periods beginning on or after 1 July 2009).  

• Amendments to IAS 32 Financial Instruments: Presentation, and IAS 1, Presentation of 
Consolidated financial statements (effective for annual periods beginning on or after 1 
January 2009). 

• Amendment to IAS 39, Financial Instruments: Recognition and Measurement (effective 
for annual periods beginning on or after 1 July 2009). 

• IFRIC 13 Customer Loyalty Programmes (effective for annual periods beginning on or 
after 1 July 2008).  

• IFRIC 15 Agreements for the Construction of Real Estate (effective for annual periods 
beginning on or after 1 January 2009). 

• IFRIC 16 Hedges of a Net Investment in a Foreign Operation (effective for annual 
periods beginning on or after 1 October 2008).   

• IFRIC 17 Distributions of Non-cash Assets to Owners (effective prospectively for annual 
periods beginning on or after 15 July 2009). 

• IFRIC 18 Transfers of Assets from Customers (effective prospectively for transfers of 
assets from customers received on or after 1 July 2009.  Early adoption is permitted 
under limited circumstances). 

• Improvements to International Financial Reporting Standards, released by the IASB in 
May 2008, introduced 24 amendments to 15 standards that result in accounting changes 
for presentation, recognition or measurement purposes and 11 amendments to 9 
standards that are editorial or relate to terminology. None of these amendments are 
applicable for annual periods beginning before 1 January 2009.   
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Notes to the financial statements 

3. Significant accounting policies (continued) 

(o)  New standards and interpretations not yet adopted (continued) 
- Improving disclosures over liquidity risk requiring quantitative disclosures based on 

how liquidity risk is managed and strengthening the relationship between 
quantitative and qualitative liquidity risk disclosures. 

The Foundation has not yet completed its analysis of the impact of the amended Standard. 

Standards, amendments to standards and interpretations not relevant to the Foundation’s 
operations:  

• Amendment to IFRS 2 Share-based Payment (effective from 1 January 2009).  

• Revised IFRS 3 Business Combinations (effective for annual periods beginning on or 
after 1 July 2009).  

• IFRS 8 Operating Segments (effective from 1 January 2009).  

• Revised IAS 23 Borrowing Costs (effective from 1 January 2009).  

• Revised IAS 27 Consolidated and Separate Financial Statements (effective for annual 
periods beginning on or after 1 July 2009). 

• Amendments to IAS 27 Consolidated and Separate Financial Statements (effective for 
annual periods beginning on or after 1 July 2009).  

• Amendments to IAS 32 Financial Instruments: Presentation, and IAS 1, Presentation of 
Consolidated financial statements (effective for annual periods beginning on or after 1 
January 2009). 

• Amendment to IAS 39, Financial Instruments: Recognition and Measurement (effective 
for annual periods beginning on or after 1 July 2009). 

• IFRIC 13 Customer Loyalty Programmes (effective for annual periods beginning on or 
after 1 July 2008).  

• IFRIC 15 Agreements for the Construction of Real Estate (effective for annual periods 
beginning on or after 1 January 2009). 

• IFRIC 16 Hedges of a Net Investment in a Foreign Operation (effective for annual 
periods beginning on or after 1 October 2008).   

• IFRIC 17 Distributions of Non-cash Assets to Owners (effective prospectively for annual 
periods beginning on or after 15 July 2009). 

• IFRIC 18 Transfers of Assets from Customers (effective prospectively for transfers of 
assets from customers received on or after 1 July 2009.  Early adoption is permitted 
under limited circumstances). 

• Improvements to International Financial Reporting Standards, released by the IASB in 
May 2008, introduced 24 amendments to 15 standards that result in accounting changes 
for presentation, recognition or measurement purposes and 11 amendments to 9 
standards that are editorial or relate to terminology. None of these amendments are 
applicable for annual periods beginning before 1 January 2009.   
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Notes to the financial statements 

4. Determination of fair values 

A number of the Foundation’s accounting policies and disclosures require the determination 
of fair value, for both financial and non-financial assets and liabilities. Fair values have been 
determined for measurement and / or disclosure purposes based on the following methods. 
When applicable, further information about the assumptions made in determining fair values 
is disclosed in the notes specific to that asset or liability. 

(i)  Receivables 

The fair value of receivables is estimated as the present value of future cash flows, 
discounted at the market rate of interest at the reporting date.  

(ii)  Loans receivable 

The fair value of loans receivable is estimated as the present value of future cash flows, 
discounted at the market rate of interest at the reporting date.

The Foundation places its loans to financial intermediaries in the Republic of Macedonia at 
fixed rates determined by the Foundation. Since these loans are unique in the Republic of 
Macedonia, the interest that the Foundation charges represents the market interest rate of 
these loans.  

(iii) Non-derivative financial instruments 

Fair value, which is determined for disclosure purposes, is calculated based on the present 
value of future principal and interest cash flows, discounted at the market rate of interest at 
the reporting date. 

5. Financial risk management  

Overview  

The Foundation has exposure to the following risks from its use of financial instruments: 

• credit risk  

• liquidity risk 

• market risk  

This note presents information about the Foundation’s exposure to each of the above risks, 
the Foundation’s objectives, polices and processes for measuring and managing risk and the 
Foundation’s management of capital. Further quantitative disclosures are included through 
these financial statements. 

The Managing Board has overall responsibility for the establishment and oversight of 
Foundation’s risk management framework. 

Foundation’s risk management is established in order to identify and analyse the risks faced 
by Foundation, to set appropriate risk limits and controls and monitor risks and adherence to 
limits. 

(a) Credit risk 

Credit risk is the risk of financial loss to the Foundation if a customer or a counterparty to a 
financial instrument fails to meet its contractual obligations.  
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Notes to the financial statements 

5. Financial risk management (continued) 

(a) Credit risk (continued) 

Financial instruments, which expose the Foundation to credit risk, consist primarily of 
receivables from OSI Zug and third party donors. The Foundation does not regard these 
receivables as significant credit risk because they are based on approved budgets by OSI and 
signed agreements with third party donors. 

The Foundation is also exposed to credit risk on loans and advances. On behalf of the 
Foundation the administration work and management of credit risk is done by Izvozna i 
Kreditna Banka who bears half of the collection risk. Izvozna i Kreditna Banka make an 
analysis of creditworthiness of the loan applicants and take measures for collection of the 
loans. 

(b) Liquidity risk 

Liquidity risk is the risk that the Foundation will not be able to meet its financial obligations 
as they fall due. 

The Foundation’s approach to managing liquidity is to ensure as far as possible, that it will 
always have sufficient liquidity to meet its liabilities when due. The Foundation makes 
payments to grantees taking into consideration the expected inflows from donors. This 
excludes the potential impact of extreme circumstances, as natural disasters or political 
disturbances in the region.  

(c) Market risk 

Market risk is the risk that changes in market prices, such as foreign exchange rates and 
interest rates will affect Foundation’s income or the value of its holdings of financial 
instruments. The objective of market risk management is to manage and control market risk 
exposure within acceptable parameters, while optimising the return.   

(i) Currency risk 

The Foundation incurs foreign currency risk on receiving donations, giving grants for 
program activities and operational expenses that are denominated in a currency other than 
MKD. The currencies giving rise to this risk are primarily EUR. The trend of EUR currency 
during 2007 and 2008 is relatively stable and this trend is expected to continue in future. 

(ii) Interest rate risk  

The Foundation has fixed rate financial assets consisted of cash and cash equivalents. Since 
these financial assets are with low market interest rate, changes in the interest rate could not 
have significant effect on the financial results of the Foundation.  

(d) Capital management  

The Foundation’s policy is to maintain stability of capital base so as to maintain donor and 
market confidence and to sustain future development of the activities.  

The Foundation is not subject to externally imposed capital requirements. 
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6. Cash and cash equivalents  
 MKD'000 USD MKD'000 USD
 2008 2008 2007 2007

Bank balances 36,046 827,495 43,856 1,052,793
Cash on hand 712 16,328 625 15,010

36,758 843,823 44,481 1,067,803

 MKD'000 USD MKD'000 USD
 2008 2008 2007 2007

Cash and cash equivalent balance 
related to OSI funded operations 5,467 125,494 8,924 214,226

TP Funds on OSI deposit account (2,402) (55,130) (7,220) (173,312)
Total cash and cash equivalent 

balances related to OSI funded 
operations 3,065 70,364 1,704 40,914

Cash and cash equivalent balance 
related to third party funded 
operations 31,291 718,329 35,557 853,577

TP Funds on OSI deposit account 2,402 55,130 7,220 173,312
Total cash and cash equivalent 

balance related to third party funded 
operations 33,693 773,459 42,777 1,026,889

36,758 843,823 44,481 1,067,803

7. Receivables   
 MKD'000 USD MKD'000 USD
 2008 2008 2007 2007

Receivables from OSI 40,151 921,716 33,040 792,917
Receivables from OSI funded 

activities due from:
Employees 69 1,579 42 1,006
OSI related receivables from third 

party donors 10,573 242,711 12,938 310,603
Total OSI related receivables 50,793 1,166,006 46,020 1,104,526

Receivables related to third party 
funded activities 1,634 37,518 939 22,531

52,427 1,203,524 46,959 1,127,057

The Foundation’s exposure to credit and currency risk and impairment losses related to 
receivables is disclosed in note 24. 
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8. Prepayments  
MKD'000 USD MKD'000 USD

2008 2008 2007 2007

Advances to suppliers 230 5,285 581 13,943
Prepaid expenses - - 72 1,740

230 5,285 653 15,683

The following table presents balances of prepayments according to source of funding: 

 MKD'000 USD MKD'000 USD
 2008 2008 2007 2007

Prepayments related to OSI funded 
operations 195 4,470 293 7,033

Prepayments related to Third party 
funded operations 35 815 360 8,650

230 5,285 653 15,683

9. Loans and advances  
 MKD'000 USD MKD'000 USD
 2008 2008 2007 2007

Loans and advances (Small Business 
Credit Line-revolving fund) 21,199 486,644 20,861 500,781

 21,199 486,644 20,861 500,781

The amount of MKD 21,199 thousand or USD 486,644 (2007: MKD 20,861 thousand or 
USD 500,781) represents a revolving fund established by the Foundation on a special 
account in Izvozna i Kreditna Banka AD, Skopje (IK Banka) for granting of short-term loans 
to small and medium entities. Extending and collection of the loans and the interest on the 
loans from the above fund is managed by the loan department of IK Banka. The interest 
collected from the loans and the impairment losses for uncollectability, if any, are borne half 
by the Foundation and half by IK Banka. The interest earned on the loans increase the fund 
and the impairment losses for uncollectability decrease the fund. During 2008 the fund 
earned interest of MKD 338 thousand or USD 8,091 (2007: MKD 512 thousand or USD 
12,296).  

10. Long-term investments 
 MKD'000 USD MKD'000 USD
 2008 2008 2007 2007

Step by Step Foundation 308 7,075 308 7,399
 308 7,075 308 7,399

The equity investments of the Foundation are classified as available-for-sale. As they do not 
have a quoted market price in an active market and their fair value cannot be reliably 
measured, they are stated at cost. Funds for this investment have been provided from OSI 
contribution.  
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11.  Property, plant and equipment  

In MKD ’000 Buildings Vehicles Computers

Furniture 
and 

Equipment Total

Cost  
At 1 January 2007 4,390 5,323 30,541 24,590 64,844
Additions - - 9,945 5,838 15,783
Items written off   -  - (551) (379) (930)
At 31 December 2007 4,390 5,323 39,935 30,049 79,697

At 1 January 2008 4,390 5,323 39,935 30,049 79,697
Additions - 2,008 3,575 3,157 8,740
Items written off  (1,470) (346) (2,268) (954) (5,038)
At 31 December 2008 2,920 6,985 41,242 32,252 83,399

Depreciation 
At 1 January 2007 183 2,939 16,347 13,549 33,018
Charge for the year 44 616 5,305 2,547 8,512
Items written off  - - (363) (208) (571)
At 31 December 2007 227 3,555 21,289 15,888 40,959

At 1 January 2008 227 3,555 21,289 15,888 40,959
Charge for the year 35 853 5,709 3,008 9,605
Items written off  (79) (346) (2,004) (912) (3,341)
At 31 December 2008 183 4,062 24,994 17,984 47,223

Carrying amount  
As at 1 January 2007 4,207 2,384 14,194 11,041 31,826
As at 31 December 2007 4,163 1,768 18,646 14,161 38,738

As at 1 January 2008 4,163 1,768 18,646 14,161 38,738
As at 31 December 2008 2,737 2,923 16,248 14,268 36,176
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11.  Property, plant and equipment (continued) 

In USD Buildings Vehicles Computers

Furniture 
and 

Equipment Total

Cost  
At 1 January 2007 94,517 114,600 657,524 529,399 1,396,040
Additions - - 221,962 130,824 352,786
Items written off  - - (13,225) (9,100) (22,325)
Translation difference 10,876 13,187 92,436 70,232 186,731
At 31 December 2007 105,393 127,787 958,697 721,355 1,913,232

At 1 January 2008 105,393 127,787 958,697 721,355 1,913,232
Additions - 49,822 77,169 69,453 196,444
Items written off  (37,052) (7,585) (51,981) (22,036) (118,654)
Translation difference (1,297) (9,862) (36,958) (28,397) (76,514)
At 31 December 2008 67,044 160,162 946,927 740,375 1,914,508

Depreciation 
At 1 January 2007 3,948 63,278 351,941 291,696 710,863
Charge for the year 1,054 14,782 127,349 61,146 204,331
Items written off  - - (8,704) (5,003) (13,707)
Translation difference 454 7,282 40,496 33,564 81,796
At 31 December 2007 5,456 85,342 511,082 381,403 983,283

At 1 January 2008 5,456 85,342 511,082 381,403 983,283
Charge for the year 811 19,588 131,043 69,053 220,495
Items written off  (1,988) (7,585) (45,894) (21,042) (76,509)
Translation difference (72) (4,288) (22,371) (16,506) (43,237)
At 31 December 2008 4,207 93,057 573,860 412,908 1,084,032
      
Carrying amount  
At 1 January 2007 90,569 51,322 305,583 237,703 685,177
At 31 December 2007 99,937 42,445 447,615 339,952 929,949

At 1 January 2008 99,937 42,445 447,615 339,952 929,949
At 31 December 2008 62,837 67,105 373,067 327,467 830,476
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12. Other payables 
MKD'000 USD MKD’000 USD

2008 2008 2007 2007
     
Suppliers 752 17,262 1,482 35,574
Other payables 227 5,199 838 20,115

979 22,461 2,320 55,689

The following table presents balances of other payables according to source of funding: 

 MKD'000 USD MKD'000 USD
 2008 2008 2007 2007
     
OSI related liabilities payable to:   

Tax Authorities  2 37 20 483
Other suppliers  965 22,155 1,595 38,296

Third party related payables 12 269 705 16,910
979 22,461 2,320 55,689

13. Deferred revenue 

The deferred revenue represents funds received from third party donors not yet used for 
program activities. The related funds will be recognised as income in the future periods to 
match the program expenses incurred.  

 MKD’000 USD MKD’000 USD
 2008 2008 2007 2007
     
TP Funds 32,025 735,174 28,857 692,737

32,025 735,174 28,857 692,737

14. Management commitments 

Management Commitments are commitments of the Foundation to fund grants or programs 
in the following year, which have not become liabilities, but meet certain criteria established 
by the Foundation. As of 31 December 2008 the Foundation had Management Commitments 
related to the core support of USD 13,064 (2007: USD 132,065). The Management 
Commitments related to the budgets allocated by the OSI Network Programs were USD 
62,050 (2007: USD 154,901). Additionally, the Foundation had Management Commitments 
related to Programs meeting the External Match Criteria of USD 37,242 (2007: USD 
229,167).   

15. Accruals 
 MKD'000 USD MKD'000 USD
 2008 2008 2007 2007
     
OSI program related accruals  54,144 1,242,953 48,971 1,175,587
Third party related accruals 6,867 157,655 14,850 356,487
Total 61,011 1,400,608 63,821 1,532,074
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15. Accruals (continued) 
Program accruals were recognised after signing of a grant letter with the grantee before year 
end for which realization is not completed within the current financial year.  

16.  OSI income 
 MKD'000 USD MKD'000 USD
 2008 2008 2007 2007

From OSI Zug 166,306 3,938,974 145,251 3,287,838
 166,306 3,938,974 145,251 3,287,838

17.  Third party funding  
 MKD'000 USD MKD'000 USD
 2008 2008 2007 2007

USAID 37,599 883,984 50,833 1,175,562
AMB Ministerie Van Buitenlandse 

Zaken 33,200 812,439 38,651 866,923
European Commission 21,512 537,386 15,400 311,689
MDC - TI.NET 14,751 337,897 3,444 76,659
Roma Education Fund 7,494 178,740 14,948 325,231
Stiftung Kinderdorf Pestalozzi 3,923 91,980 5,285 112,415
Center for Democracy in CEE Europe 3,783 94,458 660 15,469
Embassy of Switzerland 2,821 79,772 - -
SONET 2,142 51,422 2,126 49,518
OSCE Spillover Monitor Mission 1,179 29,189 795 17,095
Swiss Agency for Development and 

Cooperation 957 23,063 11,983 267,745
Universitete de Fribourg 701 15,831 - -
Norway Trust Foundation - - 3,056 73,138
MCMS - - 2,474 56,352
International Bank for Reconstruction  - - 1,451 31,865
Ministry of Education of RM - - 953 21,167
Verein Medienhilfe - - 491 11,788
German Marshall Fund - - 452 9,663
Norway People Aid - - 183 3,980
Other 1,538 34,304 5,983 121,558

131,600 3,170,465 159,168 3,547,817
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18. OSI program expenses  
 MKD'000 USD MKD'000 USD
 2008 2008 2007 2007

Civil Society 27,037 650,777 37,257 834,660
Childhood 17,923 405,272 4,947 114,399
Public administration 16,973 386,698 10,667 248,419
Economic reform 15,781 368,092 8,408 192,608
Media and communication 14,733 360,662 10,858 239,636
Law 13,628 339,008 10,702 240,938
EU Programs 13,445 309,135 20,492 463,964
Medical and health 12,146 287,108 4,542 102,140
East/East 8,282 199,735 8,934 206,298
Information 6,234 140,642 6,580 155,266
Higher Education 2,653 65,537 1,975 43,376
Youth Programs - - 378 8,768
National Scholarship - - 60 1,401

148,835 3,512,666 125,800 2,851,873

19. OSI administrative expenses 
 MKD'000 USD MKD'000 USD
 2008 2008 2007 2007

Salaries and benefits 8,383 202,740 9,189 205,956
Telecommunications 1,170 29,090 1,608 36,101
Board and committees expenses 1,071 25,571 1,084 24,366
Professional and consulting fees 879 20,857 620 13,888
Travel, conference, meetings 878 21,844 641 14,338
Office supplies 735 18,383 633 12,993
Professional education 589 13,793 624 14,397
Security, maintenance 556 14,070 477 11,103
Part Time & Interns 526 12,832 457 10,301
Auto expense 386 9,239 325 7,123
Annual reports 249 6,048 324 7,285
Publications and printing 197 4,829 211 4,728
Office Services 95 2,201 113 2,529
Software 63 1,334 204 4,612
Hosting Foundation personnel 60 1,394 51 1,140
Air courier, postage 52 1,272 95 2,230
Advertising 13 287 153 3,383
Other 1,571 40,019 1,891 41,846

17,473 425,803 18,700 418,319
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20. Third party expenses 
MKD’000 USD MKD’000 USD

2008 2008 2007 2007

Program expenses 
Childhood 78,715 1,879,566 101,687 2,294,340
Civil Society 25,922 611,113 34,319 781,309
Economic reform 14,654 339,503 6,712 155,559
Higher Education 5,484 134,915 4,841 107,283
Law 1,011 25,308 1,112 26,513
Youth Programs 678 16,687 953 21,043
Public administration 355 8,402 783 18,196
East/East 61 1,254 444 10,085
Media and communication - - 818 19,356
Public health - - 248 5,931
Information - - 54 1,287

EU Programs - - 2,851 69,103
General administrative expenses 605 12,444 1,854 43,923
Administrative expenses 2,143 47,929 - -

129,628 3,077,121 156,676 3,553,928

21. Personnel expenses 
MKD’000 USD MKD’000 USD

2008 2008 2007 2007

Wages and salaries 28,832 694,545 31,331 703,620
Social security on salaries 11,976 288,611 12,946 291,504
Other staff costs 2,889 69,561 3,128 69,919

43,697 1,052,717 47,405 1,065,043

Other staff costs are comprised of allowances for food and transport allowance. 

22.  Other income  
MKD’000 USD MKD’000 USD

2008 2008 2007 2007

Unspent grant funds – OSI Funds 8 194 1,114 25,626
Unspent grant funds – TP Funds 4 94 126 2,972
VAT refund  1,243 29,310 3,592 81,879
Other – OSI Funds 198 4,519 849 19,621
Other – TP Funds 577 13,958 178 3,972
Receivable write off (16) (357) (424) (10,179)
Loss on write-off of property,  plant 

and equipment (1,374) (31,540) (359) (8,618)
 640 16,178 5,076 115,273

Several projects implemented by the Foundation are registered for VAT. The VAT for 
expenses related to such projects can be refunded by the Foundation. 
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23. Finance income 
MKD'000 USD MKD'000 USD

2008 2008 2007 2007
   

Interest income  852 20,104 1,386 33,041
Net foreign exchange gain 2,224 52,787 1,405 31,954
Finance income 3,076 72,891 2,791 64,995
     
Total finance income 3,076 72,891 2,791 64,995

The following table presents net financing income and expenses according to the source of 
funding: 

MKD'000 USD MKD'000 USD
2008 2008 2007 2007

   
Interest earned on OSI funds 401 9,541 764 18,242
Interest earned on third party funds 451 10,563 622 14,799
Net foreign exchange gain - OSI 

funds 380 9,587 683 15,492
Net foreign exchange gain - TP Funds 1,844 43,200 722 16,462
Finance income 3,076 72,891 2,791 64,995
     
Net finance income  3,076 72,891 2,791 64,995

24. Financial instruments 

(a) Credit risk 

(i) Exposure to credit risk 
The carrying amount of financial assets represents the maximum credit exposure. The 
maximum exposure to credit risk at the reporting date was:  

Note Carrying amount 
2008 2007 

MKD’000 USD MKD’000 USD

Cash and cash equivalents  6 36,758 843,823 44,481 1,067,803
Receivables  7 52,427 1,203,524 46,959 1,127,057
Loans and advances 9 21,199 486,644 20,861 500,781
Long-term investments 10 308 7,075 308 7,399

110,692 2,541,066 112,609 2,703,040
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24. Financial instruments (continued) 

(a) Credit risk (continued) 

The maximum exposure to credit risk for receivables at the reporting date by geographic 
region was: 

Carrying amount 
2008 2007 

MKD’000 USD MKD’000 USD

Domestic  2,670 61,295 1,941 46,594
USA 49,170 1,128,747 44,784 1,074,842
EU countries 587 13,482 234 5,621

52,427 1,203,524 46,959 1,127,057

(ii) Impairment losses 
The aging of receivables as at the reporting date was: 

Gross  Impairment Gross Impairment 
2008 2008 2007 2007 

MKD
’000

USD MKD
’000

USD MKD
’000

USD MKD
’000

USD

Past due 0-1 month 52,427 1,203,524 - - 46,959 1,127,057 - -
 52,427 1,203,524 - - 46,959 1,127,057 - -

The aging of loans and advances as at the reporting date was: 

Gross  Impairment Gross Impairment 
2008 2008 2007 2007 

MKD
’000

USD MKD
’000

USD MKD
’000

USD MKD
’000

USD

Not past due 20,637 473,725 - - 19,971 479,416 - -
Past due 0-1 month 9 213 - - 49 1,176 - -
Past due 1-3 months - - - - 133 3,193 - -
Past due 3-6 months - - - - - - - -
Past due 6-12 months - - - - - - - -
More than one year 553 12,706 - - 708 16,996 - -

21,199 486,644 - - 20,861 500,781 - -

Loans and advances are placed in the Republic of Macedonia. 
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24. Financial instruments (continued) 

(b) Liquidity risk 

The following are the contractual maturities of financial liabilities: 

31 December 2008 

In thousands of denars 
Carrying 

amount
Contractual 
cash flows

6 months or 
less

6-12 
months

1-2
years 

2-5
years 

More than 
5 years

Non-derivative 
financial liabilities 

Other payables 979 (979) (979) - - - -
Accruals 61,011 (61,011) (61,011) - - - -
 61,990 (61,990) (61,990) - - - -

31 December 2007 

In thousands of denars 
Carrying 

amount
Contractual 
cash flows

6 months or 
less

6-12 
months

1-2
years 

2-5  
years 

More than 
5 years

        
Non-derivative 

financial liabilities 

Other payables  2,320 (2,320) (2,320) - - - -
Accruals 63,821 (63,821) (63,821)   
 66,141 (66,141) (66,141) - - - -

31 December 2007 

In USD 
Carrying 

amount
Contractual 
cash flows

6 months or 
less

6-12 
months

1-2
years 

2-5
years 

More than 
5 years

        
Non-derivative 

financial liabilities 

Other payables 55,689 (55,689) (55,689) - - - -
Accruals 1,532,074 (1,532,074) (1,532,074)   
 1,587,763 (1,587,763) (1,587,763) - - - -

31 December 2008 

In USD 
Carrying 

amount
Contractual 
cash flows

6 months or 
less

6-12 
months

1-2
years 

2-5
years 

More than 
5 years

Non-derivative 
financial liabilities 

Other payables 22,461 (22,461) (22,461) - - - -
Accruals 1,400,608 (1,400,608) (1,400,608) - - - -
 1,423,069 (1,423,069) (1,423,069) - - - -
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24. Financial instruments (continued) 

(c) Currency risk 

(i) Exposure to currency risk 

The Foundation’s exposure to foreign currency risk was as follows based on national 
amounts: 

The following significant exchange rates applied during the year: 

Average rate Reporting date spot rate 
2008 2007 2008 2007

EUR 1 61.27 61.18 61.41 61.20
USD 1 41.86 44.73 43.56 41.66

MKD EUR USD 

Other 
foreign 

currencies MKD       EUR         USD 

Other 
foreign 

currenciesIn thousands of 
denars 31 December 2008 31 December 2007 

Cash and cash 
equivalents 13,746 11,540 3,195 8,277 13,057 25,153 2,859 3,412

Receivables 2,670 40,738 9,019 - 1,941 33,277 11,741 -
Other payables  (979) - - - (2,320) - - -
Accruals (38,894) (19,745) (2,372) - (40,882) (17,856) (5,083) -
Gross balance 

sheet exposure (23,457) 32,533 9,842 8,277 (28,204) 40,574 9,517 3,412

MKD EUR USD  

Other 
foreign 

currencies MKD       EUR         USD 

Other 
foreign 

currencies

In USD 31 December 2008 31 December 2007 

Cash and cash 
equivalents 315,561 264,909 73,349 190,004 313,425 603,830 68,636 81,912

Receivables 61,295 935,198 207,031 - 46,528 798,576 281,923 -
Other payables  (22,463) - - - (55,688) - - -
Accruals (892,861) (453,285) (54,461) - (981,416) (428,647) (122,010) -
Gross balance 

sheet exposure (538,468) 746,822 225,919 190,004 (677,151) 973,759 228,549 81,912
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24. Financial instruments (continued) 

(c) Currency risk (continued) 

(ii) Sensitivity analysis 

A 10 percent strengthening of the MKD against the following currencies at 31 December 
would have increased (decreased) surplus or deficit by the amounts shown below. This 
analysis assumes that all other variables, in particular interest rates, remain constant. The 
analysis is performed on the same basis for 2007. 

Effect in thousands of denars Surpluse 

31 December 2008 
EUR (3,253)
USD (984)
Other foreign currencies (827)

31 December 2007 
EUR (4,057)
USD (952)
Other foreign currencies (341)

Effect in USD Surpluse

31 December 2008 
EUR (74,682)
USD (22,592)
Other foreign currencies (19,000)

31 December 2007 
EUR (97,376)
USD (22,855)
Other foreign currencies (8,191)

A 10 percent weakening of the MKD against the above currencies at 31 December would 
have had equal but opposite effect on the above currencies to the amounts shown above, on 
the basis that all other variables remain constant. 
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24. Financial instruments (continued) 

(d) Interest rate risk 

(i) Profile 

At the reporting date the interest rate profile of the Foundation’s interest–bearing financial 
instruments was: 

In thousands of denars Carrying amount 
2008 2007

Fixed rate instruments 
Financial assets 57,245 64,717

57,245 64,717

In USD Carrying amount 
2008 2007

Fixed rate instruments 
Financial assets 1,314,139 1,553,574

1,314,139 1,553,574

Since these financial assets are with low market interest rate, changes in the interest rate 
could not have significant effect on the financial results of the Foundation.  

(e) Fair values 

(i) Fair values versus carrying amounts 

The fair values of financial assets and liabilities, together with the carrying amounts shown 
in the balance sheet, are as follows: 

Note 2008 2007 
Carrying amount Fair value Carrying amount Fair value 

MKD 
‘000 USD

MKD
‘000 USD

MKD 
‘000 USD

MKD
‘000 USD

   
Cash and cash 

equivalents 6 36,758 843,823 36,758 843,823 44,481 1,067,803 44,481 1,067,803
Receivables 7 52,427 1,203,524 52,427 1,203,524 46,959 1,127,057 46,959 1,127,057
Loans and advances 9 21,199 486,644 21,199 486,644 20,861 500,781 20,861 500,781
Long term investments 10 308 7,075 308 7,075 308 7,399 308 7,399
Other payables  12 (979) (22,461) (979) (22,461) (2,320) (55,689) (2,320) (55,689)
Accruals 15 (61,011) (1,400,608) (61,011) (1,400,608) (63,821) (1,532,074) (63,821) (1,532,074)
  48,702 1,117,997 48,702 1,117,997 46,468 1,115,277 46,468 1,115,277

Unrecognised loss  - - - -

The basis for determining fair values is disclosed in note 4. 
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25. Commitments and contingencies 

Commitments  

For Management commitments see note 14. 

Contingencies  

The Foundation is not involved in routine legal proceedings in the ordinary course of 
operation.  

26. Related party disclosures  

Identity of the related parties

The related parties of the Foundation are the Managing Board, Executive Director and 
Administrative Director.  

Transaction with related parties - key management personnel  

Total remuneration for the Managing Board members, Executive Director and 
Administrative Director is included in “personnel expenses” (refer note 21). 

MKD'000 USD MKD'000 USD
 2008 2008 2007 2007

Remuneration for Managing Board 
members 4,869 111,780 5,024 112,821

4,869 111,780 5,024 112,821

27. Subsequent events  

No material events subsequent to the balance sheet date have occurred which require 
disclosure in the financial statements. 
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